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Special Meeting of February 21, 2004

On February 21, 2004, the Nevada State Board held a Special Meeting at the Department of Education, Second Floor Conference Room, 1820 East Sahara, Suite 208, Las Vegas.

The following Committee Assignment changes were made: Marcia Washington will serve as Board Liaison to the Nevada Association of School Boards (NASB); and, Dr. John Hawk will replace Dr. Merv Iverson on the Nevada P-16 Council.

The Board moved to approve nominations for the National Association of State Boards of Education awards as follows: Andre Agassi Foundation for the"Friend of Education Award;" U.S. Senator Harry Reid and U. S. Senator John Ensign for the "Policy Leader of the Year Award."

The Board moved to approve travel for Dr. John Hawk to attend the meetings of the National Association of State Boards of Education Governmental Affairs Committee meetings of January 23 & 24, March 12 & 13, and January 11 & 12, 2004.

The Board reviewed the letters and resumes received for the position of State Superintendent of Public Instruction. The Board moved that, after evaluation of the applicants' information, to extend the invitation to interview, extend the search or appoint a superintendent.

The Board moved to appoint Dr. Keith Rheault as the Nevada State Superintendent of Public Instruction to begin March 1, 2004.

Meeting of March 19 & 20, 2004

On Friday, March 19, and Saturday, March 20, 2004, the Nevada State Board of Education/Nevada State Board for Occupational Education held a regular meeting at the Nevada Department of Education, Board Room 101, 700 East Fifth Street, Carson City, Nevada.

The Board moved to approve the consent agenda which consisted of the following: A. Approval of the minutes of January 10, 2004, Special Meeting (the minutes of the December 12 & 13, 2003, Regular Meeting, was deferred until the May Board meeting); B. approval of the 2004-2011 Elementary and Secondary Textbook Adoption Lists for the adoption period, March 22, 2004, to, June 30, 2011, as requested by: Douglas County School District for social studies; and, Elko County School District for social studies; C. approval of Summer Food Service Program Management and Administrative Plan; D. approval of the Alternative Education Program Plan for Mineral County School District; F. approval of Teacher Education Program Review and Recommendations Submitted by the State Review Team regarding teacher education programs offered by the University of Phoenix, Nevada Campus, Las Vegas, Nevada; G. approval of Teacher Education Program Review and Recommendations Submitted by the State Review Team regarding teacher education programs offered by the University of Nevada, Reno. H. approval of appointment of a Review Team to Conduct a Review of the Teacher Education Program to be offered by Regis University; I. approval of revised "Notice of Intent to Home School Form - Information and Consent;" J. approval of the appointment of Superintendent Keith Rheault to the WestEd Board of Directors, and, K. approval of State Board Member travel for Patrick J. Boylan to attend the National Association of Alternative Certification (NAAC), 14th Annual Conference to be held March 28 - 31, 2004, in New Orleans, LA. Consent agenda Item E., approval of dual credit request from Douglas County School District, was deferred pending further information. The motion passed 6 to 0; Member Iverson was absent; Member Myers, Member Hawk and Member Washington arrived at a later time in the meeting.

The Superintendent’s Report: Former State Superintendent Dr. Eugene Paslov on behalf of the National Association of Education Progress interviewed Superintendent Rheault about concerns for NAEP. Chopin Kiang, Administrator of Southern Office and Teacher Licensure has taken over the duties for the Commission on Professional Standards in Education. The SMART Advisory Committee has been replaced with a new committee, SAIN Advisory Committee, that will include high level administrators (representatives from Clark County School District, Washoe County School District, and five other rural school districts, as well as two State Legislators, and the contractor representatives from WestEd and OTIS.

The Board recognized retired Deputy Attorney General Melanie Meehan-Crossley, who served as legal counsel to the State Board for thirteen years.

The Board recognized Rhonda McGlinn, Nevada's 2004 Teacher of The Year and the winner of the Presidential and Nevada Award for Excellence in Science.

The Board moved to approve a resolution urging the U.S. Congress to fully fund special education.

The Board held a Workshop to Solicit Comments on proposed regulation language, NAC 388, Adult High School Education Programs in Corrections. This will be brought back for public hearing at the May 7 & 8, Board meeting.

The Board held a one-time only public hearing and moved to adopt the regulation language in LCB File R235-03, NAC 394, Private Schools. Motion passed 9 to 0; Member Iverson was absent.

The Board held the first of two public hearings on proposed revisions to NAC 387, Alternative Daily School Schedules. A second hearing for possible adoption will be held at the May 7 & 8, Board meeting.

The Board held a Workshop to Solicit Comments on proposed regulation language, NAC 386, Assessment and Accountability to meet requirements of Senate Bill 1, 19th Special Legislative Session of 2003. This will be brought back for public hearing at the May 7 & 8, Board meeting.

The Board moved to approve the "Kids First, Education First" Initiative. Presenters were Mr. Scott Craigie and Assemblywoman Dawn Gibbons, Co-Chairs, Campaign for "Kids First, Education First." A letter of support will be drafted and distributed. Motion passed 9 to 0; Member Iverson was absent.

The Board moved to approve the initiative "Improve Nevada Public School Funding to the National Average." Mr. Al Bellister, Representative, Nevada State Education Association, presented the initiative. A letter of support will be drafted and distributed. Motion passed 9 to 0; Member Iverson was absent.

The Board moved to approve the Pre-Kindergarten standards as presented. Motion passed 9 to 0; Member Iverson was absent.

The Board moved to adopt the Department's recommendation for conducting peer reviews of the school improvement plans of Title I schools demonstrating need of improvement, pursuant to Senate Bill 1, enacted by the 19th Special Legislative Session of 2003, as amended, with a request that this will be brought back to the Board in the fall of 2004. Motion passed 9 to 0; Member Iverson was absent.

The Board moved to approve reports from Board Committees: Committee on Board Operations - approved draft language for student representation in State Board Standing Rules and Procedures; Committee on Government Relations - approved possible areas for Board bill draft requests; Superintendent's Evaluation/Workplan and Strategic Plan Committee - approved proposed changes to State Board 2004-06 Strategic Plan, Pages 1 through 10; Committee on Grants and Contracts - report and future areas for review; Committee on Teacher Quality and Instruction - report and future areas for review; Committee on Diversity and Student Achievement - report and future areas for review; and, Subcommittee on Charter Schools - NRS 386.507 - report on Workshop to Solicit Comment and determination to hold public hearing on proposed revisions to NAC 386, Voluntary Closure of Charter Schools.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Nevada State Board of Education/Nevada State Board for Occupational Education will be held Friday, May 7, and Saturday, May 8, 2004, at the Department of Education, Second Floor Conference Room, Suite 208, 1820 East Sahara, Las Vegas, Nevada.
