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On Friday, April 28 and Saturday, April 29, 2006 the State Board met at the Department of Education, Second Floor Conference Room, 1820 East Sahara, Las Vegas, Nevada.  
The Board thanked outgoing student representative Louis Mendiola and welcomed Madisen McGrath as the incoming student representative.
The Board’s Subcommittee on Charter Schools received a report from William Arensdorf noting that Clark Nevada Charter School had withdrawn its application until the August or October Board meeting.

The Board heard an update from Superintendent Rheault on the following items:   The P-16 Council meeting; the Commission of Education Excellence and the second round of grants for schools in need of improvement; the current status on Department staffing; a meeting with Senator Reid regarding reauthorization of the “No Child Left Behind” legislation; recruitment of highly qualified teachers; and the Chief State School Officers annual legislative meeting.

Superintendent Rheault also informed the Board that a hearing on the decision regarding Halima Academy will be held June 9, with the judge’s decision to be rendered regarding the stay to keep the school open.
The Board approved the following consent agenda items:  Proposed State Textbook Adoption list (with the removal of five items—“Farm and Ranch Business Management,” “Introduction to Landscaping,” “Welding Skills, 3rd Edition,” “Business and Personal Finance,” and “Drafting for Industry.”  
The Board re-appointed Dr. Agustin Orci as the Nevada school district representative to the WestEd Board of Directors.
The Board discussed the federal planning and startup grants for charter schools, and the importance of explaining all requirements and aspects of charter school applications early in the process.

The Board heard a report by Richard Harjo and Sherry Rupert of the Nevada Indian Commission regarding the importance of reducing the dropout rate of Native American students.  

The Board approved to have an agenda item on at least two Board meetings per year to discuss Indian education issues.

The Board directed the Superintendent to write a letter to the Commission on Professional Standards in Education requesting that they hold a second hearing on the conditional licensure of teachers of certain special education students.
Sandi Foster was introduced as representative of the Washoe County School District, replacing Dotty Merrill, who is retiring from the district in the fall of 2006.
Deputy Superintendent Dopf discussed with the Board the local school district improvement plans.  She also reported on the “No Child Left Behind” requirements for schools being designated as needing improvement for three consecutive years.  She went over the differences between Title I and non-Title I schools.

The Board approved changes to NAC 386.330 pertaining to notice of charter school revocation; NAC 389.445 regarding credit transfer from home schooled students at the junior high school level; NAC 385.420 (LCB R-013-06) on the issuance of certificates of educational equivalency; NAC 389.596, 389.614 and 389.59 on occupational skill standards.

The Board directed staff to develop a draft regulation regarding suicide prevention programs for the June meeting.
The Board approved three non-budgetary bill draft requests related to private schools, alternative education programs, and the due date for districts’ required fiscal reports.

President Ferry appointed a Task Force on Governance:  Member Gwaltney, Member Iverson and Member Reid.

The next scheduled meeting of the Nevada State Board of Education/Nevada State Board for Career and Technical Education will be held Friday, June 2 and Saturday, June 3, 2006 at The Department of Education, 700 East Fifth Street, State Board Conference Room, Carson City, Nevada.
