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On Friday, August 4 and Saturday, August 5, 2006 the State Board met at the Department of Education, State Board Conference Room 700 East Fifth Street, Carson City, Nevada. The State Board of Education:
President Ferry indicated the two-day Retreat presentations and discussions were very productive.

The Superintendent reported on his attendance at the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) annual conference, saying the primary focus was on international education.
Superintendent Rheault said the CCSSO is working on a position statement regarding No Child Left Behind (NCLB) which will include recommendations on cleaning up testing requirements for ESL and special education, and flexibility in the “highly qualified teacher” provisions.
He provided an update on NCLB, noting the U.S. Department of Education conducted a peer review of assessment plans and 36 states, including Nevada, received a rating of “approval pending.”  Nevada answered the nine items being questioned and is awaiting response.

Nevada received a six-year Gear Up grant from the U.S. Department of Education, which provides funding and scholarships primarily for economically disadvantaged students.
3.  Consent Agenda

That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the consent agenda as recommended by the Nevada State Department of Education.

The motion passed unanimously.
Update on Halima Charter School Closure Activities

Public Hearing on Proposed Revisions to Content Standards for Mathematics
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve LCB File No. R155-06, Regulations revising provisions governing academic standards for courses of study in mathematics for grades kindergarten through 12th; and providing other matters properly relating thereto.

The motion passed, with Member Iverson abstaining.
Superintendent Rheault described the Academic Standards Council has adopted a schedule to review the standards periodically to follow the textbook adoption cycle, reminding that the statutes require the Academic Standards Council to adopt regulations that will be submitted to the Nevada State Board of Education for final approval.

Discussion followed regarding specific revisions and additions being made to existing standards.  

That the Nevada State Board of Education approve LCB File No. R155-06, Regulations revising provisions governing academic standards for courses of study in mathematics for grades kindergarten through 12th.
Request from Elko County School District for Dual Credit Courses at Great Basin College

Member Myers requested that formal proof of official school board approval accompany all requests.

That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the dual credit courses with Great Basin College as submitted by the Elko County School District.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the dual credit courses with Great Basin College as submitted by the Elko County School District.

The motion passed unanimously.
Adoption of Recommended Cut Scores

Paul LaMarca, Director, Assessments, Program Accountability and Curriculum, gave a power point presentation pertaining to the way recommendations were developed regarding the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) requirement that the state administer standards-based reading and math tests and include these test results in the determination of Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP).

That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the achievement level cut scores as recommended by the State Department of Education.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the achievement level cut scores as recommended by the State Department of Education.

The motion passed unanimously.
Recommendations of the Curriculum Alignment Task Force

Member Myers informed the Board of a July 26, 2006, report in which the American Federation of Teachers indicated Nevada was one of only eleven states having a strong content-standard connection, with state standards relating to state testing with a 100% correlation.

She said the Curriculum Alignment Task Force met August 2 and discussed several recommendations for presentation to the Board which would provide a way to assess if teachers are teaching the standards at the classroom level.
1. ISSUE: To cause uniformity of process for development of curriculum, the Task Force found that each district utilizes its own process for development of curriculum to ensure updating when standards are revised or that staff are retrained to new standards.

RECOMMENDATION: That each of the local boards of the 17 districts, and the board of each State Board-sponsored charter school, give written assurances to the Nevada State Board of Education, not later than one year after the State Board adopts new standards, that curriculum has been revised and training or retraining has occurred.

2. ISSUE: How districts are using assessment data to impact standards based instruction varies.  Currently, there are a variety of models in place in the state for formative
and summative assessments.  Districts vary in how they require the data from
these assessments to impact instruction.

RECOMMENDATION: That each teacher throughout the State must have timely access to the data to help inform their instructional practices.

3. ISSUE: Verification methods used to ensure students are receiving standards-based curriculum is varied.  There are varied teacher evaluation tools and observation protocols being used throughout the state.  Districts vary in how they integrate these into the evaluation process.

RECOMMENDATION: That each district and charter school integrate a standards-based report card system.  The Task Force believes that a blended report card is most appropriate.  Such a report card would not exclude traditional letter grades but would include standards as part of the reporting.  The Task Force further recommends that teacher evaluation protocols recognize standards-based instruction as a component of the evaluation.

4. ISSUE: Districts vary in targeting professional development to needs identified at teacher/school and district levels for standards-based curriculum instruction.  There is a lack of consistent mentoring programs throughout the state.

RECOMMENDATION: That there be mandatory coordination and linkage between professional development and identified needs that impact student achievement.  That all programs of professional development be linked to improvement goals and be comprehensive, rather than fragmented, in nature.  That all professional development, to the extent possible, be sensitive to the needs of English language learners and special education populations.  That mentors should be available to improve retention of teachers in all districts and that funding be available to support this effort.

5. ISSUE: The current textbook adoption process includes a statement that textbooks must align to state standards, but this may not be satisfactory to ensure a comprehensive analysis of the level of alignment.

RECOMMENDATION: That the Department of Education develop a rubric for textbook adoption that is comprehensive and guides the analysis of the alignment of the textbook with the state standards.

Discussion on Items from Board Retreat

Governance: President Ferry distributed a preliminary draft on governance issues which had been discussed at the Retreat, noting no official action had yet been taken.
President Ferry indicated the Legislature would be dealing with the governance issue in some way, and the Board should have a position ready.  He recommended the Board have an action item on the next agenda to discuss the following proposed recommendations:

During the discussion which followed, a suggestion was made to provide the draft to Senator Hardy for his review.  It was also suggested that support from both political parties and Assembly support for this BDR would be helpful.

That the Nevada State Board of Education authorize its President to expand the number of people on the Task Force on the Governance of Public Education at his convenience.
Member Gwaltney asked if the Superintendent could update the governance chart to indicate how and when the various elements came into being, along with the key players so that a few Board members could discuss it.  

That the Nevada State Board of Education authorize its President to expand the number of people on the Task Force on the Governance of Public Education at his convenience.

The motion passed unanimously.
That the Nevada State Board of Education support the “iNVest” initiative of the Nevada Association of School Superintendents.
That the Nevada State Board of Education support the “iNVest” initiative of the Nevada Association of School Superintendents.

The motion passed unanimously.
That the Nevada State Board of Education not support the Tax and Spending Control Initiative (TASC) that will be on the November, 2006 ballot.
That the Nevada State Board of Education not support the Tax and Spending Control Initiative (TASC) that will be on the November, 2006 ballot.

The motion passed unanimously.
2007 Legislative Initiatives and Board Priorities

Superintendent Rheault mentioned two of the bill draft requests (BDR) that the Board and Department have the authority to submit have been held back, explaining that currently the only BDRs which can be submitted must deal with the budget.  He said determination on content of these BDRs would depend upon the budget discussion. 

Approval of FY 2008-2009 Biennial Budget Submission

Distributive School Account

Superintendent Rheault indicated that following the Retreat discussions, Deputy Superintendent Wells developed a handout which outlines the different effects of various options upon the total Distributive School Account (DSA) budget.  He explained the items within each option, as well as dollar amounts, had been updated to reflect Board requests at the Retreat.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the Distributive School Account budget to incorporate option number two, which provides for setting student/teacher ratios at the 2002 level, a 2% roll-up, a 3% cost of living salary increase, a 15% group health insurance increase, utility increase at 2%, and other increases at 3%.
Upon roll call vote of 9-1 the motion carried.   (President Ferry-yes; Vice President Washington-yes; Members Myers-no; Waters-yes; Boylan-yes; Gwaltney-yes; Iverson-yes; Frederick-yes; Nolan-yes; Reid-yes)
Nevada Department of Education Budget enhancements

That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the request for six new positions to include:

That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the request for six new positions to include:

Planning, Research and Evaluation Consultant, grade 39, step 5

Elementary & Secondary Education Consultant-English/Language Arts, grade 39, step 5

Elementary & Secondary Education Consultant-Mathematics, grade 39, step 5

Administrative Assistant II, grade 25, step 1

Licensing Analyst, grade 33, step 1

Administrative Assistant III, grade 27, step 1

The motion passed unanimously.

That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the request of five new positions to include:

That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the request of five new positions to include:

Parent Involvement/Public Information Consultant, grade 39, step 5

Evaluation Consultant for Assessment of Special Populations, grade 39, step 5

Administrative Assistant III-Personnel, grade 27, step 1

Elementary & Secondary Education Consultant-Commission on Excellence, grade 39, step 5

Grants & Project Analyst I-Commission on Excellence, grade 33, step 1

The motion passed unanimously upon roll call vote.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the request for a School Nursing Consultant at grade 39, step 5
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the request for a School Nursing Consultant at grade 39, step 5
The motion passed 7-3 upon roll call vote.  (President Ferry-no; Vice President Washington-no; Members Myers-no; Waters-yes; Boylan-yes; Gwaltney-yes; Iverson-yes; Frederick-yes; Nolan-yes; Reid-yes)
· Member Boylan made a motion to approve the request for a Gifted and Talented Consultant.

The motion died for lack of a second.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the request for a Foreign Language Consultant, grade 39, step 5.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the requesting of a Foreign Language Consultant, grade 39, step 5.

The motion failed 6-4 upon roll call.  (President Ferry-yes; Vice President Washington-no; Members Myers-no; Waters-no; Boylan-no; Gwaltney-no; Iverson-no; Frederick-yes; Nolan-yes; Reid-yes)
That the Nevada State Board of Education reconsider its vote on the motion to approve the request for a Foreign Language Consultant, grade 39, step 5.
The motion to reconsider passed 6-4 by roll call vote.  (President Ferry-yes; Vice President Washington-no; Members Myers-no; Waters-yes; Boylan-no; Gwaltney-no; Iverson-yes; Frederick-yes; Nolan-yes; Reid-yes)
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the request for a Foreign Language Consultant, grade 39, step 5.

Upon roll call vote, the motion passed 6-4.  (President Ferry-yes; Vice President Washington-no; Members Myers-no; Waters-yes; Boylan-no; Gwaltney-no; Iverson-yes; Frederick-yes; Nolan-yes; Reid-yes)
Superintendent Rheault referred to the second page of the budget request document, explaining that items 15, 16 and 17 were for Elementary and Secondary Education Consultants in the area of School Improvement, grade 39, step 5, which would meet the statutory requirements to have Department staff oversee the various School Support Teams for both Title I and non-Title I schools.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve requested positions 15, 16, and 17 and approve an Administrative Assistant II rather than an Administrative Assistant I.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve requested positions 15, 16, and 17 and approve an Administrative Assistant II rather than an Administrative Assistant I.

Upon roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve requested positions 18, 19, 20, 21, and 22.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve requested positions 18, 19, 20, 21, and 22. 

The motion passed unanimously.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the requested upgrading to the auditing positions.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the requested upgrading to the auditing positions.

Upon roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve upgrading the Deputy Superintendent for Fiscal and Administrative Services from U4302 to U4506.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve upgrading the Deputy Superintendent for Fiscal and Administrative Services from U4302 to U4506. 

Superintendent Rheault noted this would bring it in line with other Deputy positions, and mentioned it might also require a BDR to accomplish, since unclassified salary levels are set by the Legislature.

Upon roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve upgrading of the Administrative Assistant III to Program Officer I and upgrading of the Program Officer I to Program Officer II, as described in the budget proposal.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve upgrading of the Administrative Assistant III to Program Officer I and upgrading of the Program Officer I to Program Officer II, as described in the budget proposal.

Upon roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve upgrading the Indian Education Consultant from grade 39 to grade 41.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve upgrading the Indian Education Consultant from grade 39 to grade 41.

Upon roll call vote, the motion failed 7-3.  (President Ferry-no; Vice President Washington-no; Members Myers-no; Waters-no; Boylan-yes; Gwaltney-yes; Iverson-no; Frederick-no; Nolan-no; Reid-yes)
President Ferry asked to consider increasing the compensation level for the position of Superintendent of Public Instruction. He said this would undoubtedly require a BDR.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve using one of the two available BDR submissions for the purpose of requesting a review of all unclassified positions in the Nevada Department of Education with a view toward possible upgrading. In discussion about the technicalities of wording the motion to best accomplish what the Board desired, Superintendent Rheault indicated that any dollar amounts would have to be part of the budget submission.  It was also noted that September 1 was the deadline for monetary BDR submissions.  Member Waters and Vice President Washington withdrew their motion for the purpose of rewording to include the budgetary figures.  Superintendent Rheault said that the BDR would provide a means to support the budget request.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve using one of the two available BDR submissions for the purpose of requesting a review of all unclassified positions in the Nevada Department of Education with a view toward possible upgrading.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve submission of a Bill Draft Request to consider an increase in the salaries of the three unclassified positions within the Nevada State Department of Education.

During discussion on whether the specific recommended salaries or increases needed to be part of the BDR, Deputy Attorney General Irvin explained that the motion merely needed to describe what the Board wanted to accomplish.

Upon roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously.
In discussion about the technicalities of wording the motion to best accomplish what the Board desired, Superintendent Rheault indicated that any dollar amounts would have to be part of the budget submission.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the moving of several positions from one budget account to another, as recommended by the Nevada Department of Education.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the moving of several positions from one budget account to another, as recommended by the Nevada Department of Education.

The motion passed unanimously.
President Ferry referred to the final page of the recommended budget document, indicating the phone system upgrade for the Las Vegas office would be from current funding.

That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the budget enhancements as recommended by the Nevada Department of Education, with the exception of the items on the Grow Network and the “Ready for Life” initiative.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the budget enhancements as recommended by the Nevada Department of Education, with the exception of the items on the Grow Network and the “Ready for Life” initiative.

Upon roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously.
President Ferry noted the request to transfer $1.4 million funding for the Grow Network from the Legislative Counsel Bureau (LCB) to the Department of Education.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the transfer of funds for support of the Grow Network as recommended by the Nevada Department of Education.

President Ferry explained that, based on the governance discussions, this is a good move, and it also provides rationale for the Board’s request for a Parental Involvement Consultant.

The motion passed (Member Myers voting no).
President Ferry explained that, based on the governance discussions, this is a good move, and it also provides rationale for the Board’s request for a Parental Involvement Consultant.

President Ferry referred to the presentation on the “Ready for Life” Initiative at the Retreat.

That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the request for $3 million for the biennium to expand the “Right to Life” Initiative throughout the entire state.

That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the request from the Nevada Public Education Foundation for $3 million for the biennium to expand the “Right to Life” Initiative throughout the entire state.
That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the request for $3 million for the biennium to expand the “Right to Life” Initiative throughout the entire state.

Member Waters emphasized there is no precedent for a public education body even to include a request from a private non-profit entity as a line item in the agency budget.  He said he supports the mission of the Foundation, but feels that there is too little information to justify an action such as this. 

President Ferry asked that the motion be restated.

· Member Gwaltney restated his motion, seconded by Member Frederick:

That the Nevada State Board of Education approve the request from the Nevada Public Education Foundation for $3 million for the biennium to expand the “Right to Life” Initiative throughout the entire state.

Upon roll call vote, the motion failed 6 to 1.  (President Ferry-no; Members Myers-no; Waters-no; Boylan-no; Gwaltney-no; Iverson-abstain; Frederick-yes; Nolan-no; Vice President Washington and Member Reid were absent).

Member Iverson explained he had abstained because he knew too little about how the $3 million request would be utilized, although he supported the efforts of the Foundation.
Deputy Attorney General Irvin, speaking as the attorney for the Department of Education, cautioned that if a separate “state special education requirement” is established, there is the possibility of making the Department and the Board subject to litigation.  He said IDEA already contains a well-defined complaint process, and new regulations establishing a state IDEA are not required.  He strongly suggested there is no need to begin gathering specific data from the districts, but a manual providing information on IDEA is a service the Department can provide.

Member Boylan said he would like to attend the National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) conference November 12-14, 2006 in Louisville, Kentucky.  He added that he would not be running for re-election to the Board, but would be attending the December meeting.
Member Nolan said a first draft of the publication on Civic Learning and Ethical Behavior in a Global Society under NASBE will be ready for the October meeting.  She said a Civics Education Consultant position should be requested in the next budget cycle.

She mentioned her attendance at the CLASS Conference, with twelve states in attendance, which emphasized the permanent fund for school lands.  She indicated that the Bishop/Gibbons bill in this regard is under consideration in the House of Representatives.  She noted she had been elected to the Board of Governors for CLASS, representing school boards.

Member Gwaltney reported on his attendance at the NASH conference in Montana which concerned bringing the resources of higher education together with those of K-12 to “get more bang for the buck.”  He stated that as a member of the P-16 Council, he will be working to keep the focus on this goal.

Member Waters indicated he is aware of many concerns relating to Teen Screen, noting that the Department of Child and Family Services had recently chosen Teen Screen.  He suggested discussions with this entity, as the Board of Education has no authority over Child and Family Services.  He added his request to develop standards was based upon concerns, and he wanted to assure that no one could come into the schools without meeting strict requirements.  Member Waters clarified that his name appears on the grant to Child and Family Services, but he had no part in the recommendation to select Teen Screen over other vendors.

Dr. Dotty Merrill, Washoe County School District, said Halima Academy is the fourth charter school to have been closed in Nevada since the statute was enacted in 1999.  She pointed out these schools had been closed with public funds that could not be tracked, and unpaid vendors.  She suggested the charter school regulations should address this, and she made several suggestions on how this situation can be rectified:  1) changing the requirements for composition of the committee to form a charter school, or the governing board; 2) stipulation of an insurance requirements that would cover debts owing or monies to be returned at the time a school was dissolved; 3) some requirement for fiduciary responsibility on the part of members of the governing body.  

