QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

SB404 EXTERNAL EVALUATION – RFP

Q.
In the RFP there is reference to assess/evaluation models.  Do you have specific models in mind or will the eventual contractor make this determination?

A.
The contractor will propose models.  They must be reliable and valid and based upon best practices.

Q.
What level of data analysis, by the contractor, will be required to successfully complete this project?

A.
The data analysis will need to respond to the qualitative and quantitative criteria in the proposal.

Q.
How specific will you require the budget to be in the proposal?

A.
The proposal must have a budget as outlined in the RFP.

Q.
Will all sites who have received 404 funding be visited by the contractor and if not how many should the contractor plan to visit?

A.
It is anticipated that on-site visits will occur per district.  The  nature and frequency will be predicated on the proposed activities especially in the qualitative areas.

Q.
Will the contractor be required to collect data from each site or will this be provided by the site or the NDE?  What data, if any, will be provided by the NDE?

A.
The contractor will need to propose a plan and mechanism to collect the data.  The format and nature of data collected will be uniform per school site.

Q.
The SB404 money must be based on an identified need and that the need for and use of the money will be based on the state improvement plan, district IP and the school site IP.  Is this correct?

A.
Yes.

Q.
Is there a page limit for the technical proposal?


A.
No.

Q.
To further clarify program implementation and diversity, can the NDE provide additional information about program guidance offered to recipient school sites?  Is it possible to receive a copy of the application or RFP that district and school recipients were asked to submit to the NDE?

A.
The original application for the grants is available on the NDE web as an attachment to this document.

Q.
Is there a specific format or template for providing the pricing breakdowns?  

A.
There is no specific format for the budget.

Q.
Can the agency provide more guidance on the details expected in the pricing?

A.
No additional guidance on pricing will be provided.  However, the selection will be competitive per quality and pricing.


Q.
Is there a ceiling on indirect costs?

A.
There is no specific allowable indirect cost rate.  The range for districts is 2.50% to 4.25%.

Q.
What items are considered as indirect costs?

A.
Indirect costs, if budgeted and approved, will cover items traditionally allowable per accepted accounting and management practices.

Q.
Is there a ceiling on management fees?

A.
There is no specific ceiling on management fees.

Q.
Per the RFP, it indicates that the Preliminary Biennial Report is due September 2007.  Do we assume the project ends September, 2007?

A.
The projects are funded until June 30, 2007.  The Biennial report will cover the project period from January, 2006 – June 30, 2007.  During the next Legislative Session (February 2007), we will request continued funding for SB404.

Q.
What specific criteria will be used in selecting a contractor for the evaluation?

A.
We will be using a rubric which we are developing that rates the evaluation against the scope of work articulated in the RFP.

Q.
Is the contractor expected to visit all 500 schools in the 17 districts?

A.
No.

Q.
What data, if any, have been collected on projects or activities funded by SB404?

A.
At this point, the NDE has all the project files of the funded applications.  Each site will be required to collect the site data based upon the criteria and interim project reports.

Q.
What information or materials (e.g., project applications, reports) are available to inform the development of the database?

A.
See response above.

Q.
During the evaluation study, would the database be maintained by the Nevada Department of Education or the evaluation contractor?

A.
The contractor would be required to maintain the database.

Q.
How would the database be used after the study has been completed?

A.
The database would be returned to NDE.

Q.
For student growth modeling, does the state of Nevada have a student ID system to track individual students within and/or across districts?

A.
The state has a student ID system however, it is anticipated that the contractor would be accessing site, district and state level data rather than individual student data.

Q.
We understand that the DOE and the contractor will collectively agree upon the contents of the reports to be presented by the contractor and understand, generally what each deliverable should be.  However, we aren’t clear about the intended content of the Annual Data Report that is due in December 2006.  Since it follows on the heels of the FY06 Annual Evaluation Report, we wonder what the DOE would want it to cover that would not be included in the Evaluation Report or appendices for that report.  Any clarification regarding this would be helpful.

A.
The annual evaluation report will be used for the February, 2007 Legislative Session and would be expected to include the additional months of the project operation beyond the end of June, 2006.

Q.
On the website is noted the schools and districts that received funding. Is it possible to obtain a list of which schools each district will be using their funding to work with?

A.
That data is not currently available.

