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MEMORANDUM
	TO:
	DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS AND TECHNOLOGY COORDINATORS



	FROM:
	MARK KNUDSON, EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY SPECIALIST



	DATE:
	December 8, 2005



	SUBJECT:
	APPLICATIONS FOR FY2006/2007 STATE EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY FUNDS (3rd ROUND)



The 2005 Legislature allocated funds for Educational Technology as follows:

· Technology Infrastructure - $4,825,000 over the 2005-07 biennium: Funds would be utilized for instructional computers; networks; maintenance contracts; and repair, replacement or upgrade of computer hardware/software.
(This funding category was allocated through a previous Request For Applications)
· High Quality Content Material - $1,990,000 over the 2005-2007 biennium: Funds would be utilized for the KLVX Distance Learning Satellite Service ($400,000); the school library databases ($500,000); instructional software; web resources; and parent resources. 
(This funding category was allocated through a previous Request For Applications)
· Professional Development - $1,492,500 over the 2005-07 biennium: Funds would be utilized for leadership training; technology integration; computer skills; and technical support. 
· Technical Support - $796,000 over the 2005-07 biennium: Funds would be utilized for technicians; contracting services; hardware; and software.
(This funding category was allocated through a previous Request For Applications)
· Pilot Projects - $696,500 over the 2005-07 biennium: Funds would be utilized to implement programs that demonstrate best practices in education technology and those that are based upon scientifically-based research.


In action taken by the Commission on Educational Technology on August 12, 2005, it was determined that districts will submit two applications for State Educational Technology Funds.  There is $637,796 in remaining funding from the second round; $546,514 for Professional Development and $91,282 for Pilot Projects. The third Request for Applications is attached to this memo and will cover funding under the Professional Development and Pilot Projects categories.  

Please follow these guidelines when completing application:

1. All applications should cover fiscal years 2006 & 2007.  
2. Provide separate narratives for each category of funding (i.e., Professional Development, and Pilot Projects).

3. Provide separate budget documents for funds requested under each of the three categories and each of the fiscal years.  You will end up with four separate sets of budget documents if you are applying for both categories and both fiscal years.

4. Provide information on actual district needs based on the wording in the Legislative Appropriation (see page 1 of this memo). Although the Commission recognizes that there will not be sufficient funds to meet all of the needs, it is critical to have those needs documented.

5. Prioritize budget items to help with allocation decisions. In the event that there is not enough funding to fulfill all district requests, it is important for the Commissioners to know your priorities.  
6. Provide information on how the use of technology improves student achievement in the districts.
7. An evaluation plan is mandatory.

8. All budget items must be tied to learning objectives.

9. District positions (employees) are not eligible for funding. Districts may hire outside contractors for technical support services.

Applications will be due on February 16, 2006 by 5:00 pm.  
Applicants must attend a Mandatory Grant Writing / Technical Assistance meeting on January 19, 2006 to be eligible for funding. This meeting will be broadcast on Interactive Video around the state.

(Include one signed original and 15 copies of your application. Include an electronic copy either by email or CD)

The Commission will review the applications at their March 23rd meeting.  Representatives from districts are encouraged to be present to provide information and respond to questions on their applications. 
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