Minutes of the Meeting

COMMISSION ON PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS IN EDUCATION

September 12, 2003

 

1.         Call to Order; 2. Roll Call; and 3. Pledge of Allegiance

 

President Segura called the meeting of the Commission on Professional Standards in Education to order at 10:07 A.M. in the Board Room of the Nevada Department of Education Office in Carson  City and by video teleconference in the Conference Room of the Nevada Department of Education in Las  Vegas, Nevada. Roll call showed the following Commissioners present: 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:

 

Sue Segura, President

Dr. Teresa Jordan, Vice President 

Patrick McGuire, Commissioner

Rhogenia McMillan, Commissioner

Dr. Hardy McNew, Commissioner

Aldeane Reis, Commissioner

Marjorie Zimmerman, Commissioner – Las  Vegas Location

 

MEMBER ABSENT: 

 

Patricia Cassem, Commissioner – excused

Dr. Steven Henick, Commissioner – excused

 

STAFF PRESENT:

 

Dr. Keith Rheault, Deputy Superintendent, Instructional, Research and Evaluative

Services

Christina Harper, Secretary to the Commission

Chopin Kiang, Director of Teacher Licensure

Donna Brothers, Carson City Teacher Licensure Office

Felicia Pagan, Las Vegas Teacher Licensure Office – Las Vegas location

 

LEGAL COUNSEL PRESENT:

 

Tina Leiss, Deputy Attorney General

 

AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE:

 

Northern Nevada:

 

Vernon Luft, University of Nevada, Reno - College of Education 

Catherine Jackson, Washoe County School District 

Kathy Gilmore, Washoe County School District 

Dr. Billie Orr, Education Leaders Council

Jennifer Ruedy, Legislative Counsel Bureau

Carol Stonefield, Legislative Counsel Bureau

 

Southern Nevada: 

 

Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District

Linda F. Quinn, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Michael Lasiewicki, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Debbie Cahill, Nevada State Education Association

Tom Pierce, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

 

A quorum of the Commission was present. 

 

Commissioner McGuire led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

4.         Approval of Agenda

 

Commissioner McNew moved to approve the agenda as published, seconded by Commissioner Reis.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

5.         Approval of Minutes:  a) July 18, 2003 

 

Commissioner Reis moved to approve the minutes as submitted, seconded by Commissioner McNew.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

President Segura referred the Commission to a memo dated September 3, 2003, from Dr. Rheault to all the School Districts regarding the No Child Left Behind Requirements as related to teacher qualifications and parent notification. 

 

President Segura stated that as a high school principal and administrator in a school district where schools did not make AYP, this memo came at a good time.  President Segura suggested that the Commission endorse a letter to the State Board of Education recognizing Dr. Rheault for all of his help with the Districts in coming into compliance with the highly qualified requirements. 

 

President Segura directed staff, with Commission approval, to send a letter to the State Board of Education recognizing Dr. Rheault.  President Segura thanked Dr. Rheault for the “awesome” letter and stated that this letter was invaluable to rural school districts. 

 

6.         Fiscal Report – Review of Current Budget Account Balance

 

Dr. Rheault reviewed the budget status FY 2003 report dated August 8, 2003.  Dr. Rheault stated revenues for FY 2004 for the first month and a half were $95,000 in licensing fees.  Dr. Rheault reported that there was an anticipated balance forward of $117,000 from the previous year.  Dr. Rheault stated the budget ended the fiscal year in good shape and this should lead to the imaging system being implemented later this fall.  Dr. Rheault stated that he has encumbered about $100,000 in federal funds out of the Teacher Quality Title II funds with the remaining funds coming out of the licensing budget. 

 

Dr. Rheault stated that the Licensing Research Position, with a primary duty of reviewing the testing requirements and setting cut scores, has been authorized to be filled and the Department is in the process of hiring for the position. 

 

Dr. Rheault stated that the budget for the Commission for fiscal year 2004 is $9,462.  Dr. Rheault stated that if there is a need for additional funds for the Commission’s budget, it could be augmented by request. 

 

7.         10:10 A.M. - Workshop to Solicit Comments on Proposed Amendments to

NAC 391.425 – Business and Industry Endorsement.  LCB File No. 055-03

 

President Segura opened the workshop for public comments at 10:13 A.M.  There were eleven individuals present.  There being no public comments, President Segura closed the workshop at 10:14 A.M. 

 

8.         10:12 A.M. - Public Hearing to Consider Amendments to NAC 391.425 – Business and Industry Endorsement.  LCB File No. 055-03

 

President Segura opened the public hearing for comments at 10:14 A.M.  There were eleven individuals present.  Dr. Rheault stated that Items #8, #10, and #12 are temporary regulations previously adopted by the Commission during the interim regulation period.  Following the close of the legislative session, the Commission must hold a workshop and public hearing in order to re-adopt the regulation as a permanent regulation prior to November 1, 2003.  President Segura closed the public hearing at 10:15 A.M. 

 

Commissioner McNew moved to adopt NAC 391.425 as submitted, seconded by Commissioner Ries.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

9.         10:15 A.M. – Workshop to Solicit Comments on Proposed Amendments to

NAC 391.237 and NAC 391.242 – TESL Endorsement and Bilingual Endorsement.  LCB File No. 056-03

 

President Segura opened the workshop for public comments at 10:16 A.M.  There were twelve individuals present.  There being no comments, President Segura closed the workshop at 10:17 A.M. 

 

10.       10:17 A.M. - Public Hearing to Consider Amendments to NAC 391.237 and

NAC 391.242 – TESL Endorsement and Bilingual Endorsement. 

LCB File No. 056-03

 

President Segura opened the public hearing for comments at 10:18 A.M.  There were twelve individuals present.  There being no comments, President Segura closed the public hearing at 10:19 A.M. 

 

Commissioner Ries moved to adopt NAC 391.237 and NAC 391.242 as submitted, seconded by Commissioner McMillan.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

 

11.       10:20 A.M. – Workshop to Solicit Comments on Proposed Amendments to

NAC 391.056 – Provisional Nonrenewable Licensure:  Qualifications; Period of Validity; Addition of Endorsements and NAC 391.077 – Extension of Time Prescribed for Renewal of License or for Validity of Provisional License; Time for Filing Request for Extension; Period of Validity

 

President Segura opened the workshop for public comments at 10:20 A.M.  There were twelve individuals present.  There being no comments, President Segura closed the workshop at 10:21 A.M. 

 

12.       10:22 A.M. – Public Hearing to Consider Amendments to NAC 391.056 – Provisional Nonrenewable Licensure:  Qualifications; Period of Validity; Addition of Endorsements and NAC 391.077 – Extension of Time Prescribed for Renewal of License or for Validity of Provisional License; Time for Filing Request for Extension; Period of Validity

 

President Segura opened the public hearing for comments at 10:22 A.M.  There were twelve individuals present.  There being no comments, President Segura closed the public hearing at 10:23 A.M. 

 

Commissioner Ries moved to adopt NAC 391.056 and NAC 391.077 as submitted, seconded by Vice President Jordan. The motion passed unanimously.

 

13.       10:25 A.M. – Public Hearing to Consider Amendments to Chapter NAC 391, Educational Personnel Regulations to Conform to the Requirements Imposed by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, U.S.C.

            *  NAC 391.010 – Definitions

            *  NAC 391.056 – Provisional Nonrenewable Licensure:  Qualifications; Period of  

   Validity; Addition of Endorsements

            *  NAC 391.1301 – Comprehensive Majors and Minors

            *  NAC 391.392 – Endorsement to Teach Program of Alternative Education

 

Dr. Rheault reviewed the language received from Legislative Counsel Bureau.  Dr. Rheault stated that there is a new definition that defines “Full State Certification”.  This definition clarifies full state certification in Nevada and does not include a fingerprint provision or the requirements as prescribed by NRS 391.090 - the Nevada Constitution, Nevada School Law, and U.S. Constitution. 

 

President Segura opened the public hearing at 10:30 A.M.  There were thirteen individuals present.  There was one public comment. 

 

Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District, questioned if psychology should be added as a core academic subject.  Dr. Rheault responded that the core subjects as defined by No Child Left Behind Act, specifically designates English, math, science, and social studies.  Dr. Rheault stated that social studies include civics, economics, geography and government.  Dr. Rheault stated that in his interpretation psychology or sociology did not fit into those categories. 

 

Commissioner McMillan moved to adopt the new educational personnel regulations to conform to the requirements of No Child Left Behind to include:  “Full State Certification” regulation, NAC 391.056, NAC 391.1301, and 391.392 as submitted, seconded by Vice President Jordan.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

16.       Presentation from the American Board for Certification of Teacher Excellence

 

Dr. Billie Orr, President of the Education Leaders Council (ELC), presented a PowerPoint Presentation on the American Board for Certification of Teacher Excellence.  This program provides an alternative route to certification and meets the federal definition of “highly qualified” and is recognized in NCLB as an approved provider.  The American Board offers a Passport to Teaching certification for prospective teachers.  The Passport credential is offered to individuals holding a bachelor’s degree or higher, who pass: a criminal background check and a series of rigorous examinations demonstrating subject area mastery, written language skills and a fundamental knowledge of teaching.  The American Board has current certification in the following areas:  Elementary (K-6); English (6-12); and Mathematics (6-12). 

 

The cost of the program is $500 for the exams to become American Board Certified.  The cost includes the content and pedagogy exam. 

 

Dr. Orr stated that this is great program and a wonderful opportunity to remove barriers and bring highly qualified teachers into the classroom. 

 

Commissioner Ries expressed concern regarding an individual with a degree, who takes the exam, obtains the American Board certification, but has no classroom experience or interaction with students prior to going into a classroom.  Dr. Orr responded that the American Board recommends that a mentor teacher be assigned at the school.  The American Board certifies that an individual has content knowledge.  

 

Vice President Jordan offered that a state could adopt the American Board Certification as an alternative and require a period of internship before receiving a credential in Nevada. 

 

President Segura thanked Dr. Orr for her presentation and invited Dr. Orr to meet and discuss this issue with the Commission’s Task Force on Alternative Licensure. 

 

Vice President Jordan stated that the Educational Leadership at UNLV has an executive doctoral program and one of the requirements of that program is a week long educational policy internship in Washington D.C.  Last year UNLV doctoral students traveled to Washington D.C., and Dr. Orr was gracious enough to have a briefing at ELC to discuss this alternative route.   Vice President Jordan thanked Dr. Orr for taking time to provide this briefing. 

 

A break was granted at 10:48 A.M. 

The meeting reconvened at 10:58 A.M. 

 

14.       10:30 A.M. – Workshop to Solicit Comments on Proposed Amendments to the Special Education Option Program in the following regulations:  NAC 391.350 – Qualifications for Teaching Pupils Who Have Serious Emotional Disturbances and Moderate to Intense Needs for Assistance and Intervention; NAC 391.356 – Qualifications for Teaching Pupils Who Have Specific Learning Disabilities and Moderate to Intense Needs for Assistance and Intervention; NAC 391.360 – Qualifications for Teaching Pupils Who Have Mental Retardation and Moderate to Intense Needs for Assistance and Intervention; and NAC 391.378 – Qualifications for Teaching Pupils Who Have Autism

 

President Segura opened the workshop for public comments at 10:58A.M.  There were eleven individuals in attendance.  There was one public comment. 

 

Gloria Dopf, Assistant Deputy Superintendent for the Nevada Department of Education and Director of Special Education, submitted recommendations from the Special Education Advisory Committee.  Mrs. Dopf requested that the testimony provided at the workshop also be reflected as testimony for the public hearing.

 

Ms. Dopf reported that the Special Education Advisory Committee held a teleconference meeting on September 8, 2003 and made three specific motions and recommendations: 

 

q       The Special Education Advisory Committee requests that the Commission on Professional Standards in Education consider revising NAC 391.378, 2(d) by incorporating additional course work requirements in (4) Characteristics of Pupils with Autism; (5) Curriculum Development or Methods and Strategies for Teaching Pupils Who Have Autism.  The motion was approved unanimously.

q       The Special Education Advisory Committee supports the inclusion of the Option Program for Autism and recommends that a sunset clause be incorporated to eliminate the Option Program for Autism as of June 30, 2005.  The motion was approved, with one “no” vote recorded. 

q       The Special Education Advisory Committee supports the proposed changes in NAC, Sections 391.350, 391.356, 391.360, and 391.378 from three (3) years to one (1) year of verifiable teaching experience.  The motion was approved unanimously.

 

Commissioner Ries commended Mrs. Dopf on her presentation and the Special Education Advisory Committee for enhancing education with the recommendations. 

 

15.       10:35 A.M. – Public Hearing to Consider Amendments to the Special Education Option Program in the following regulations:  NAC 391.350 – Qualifications for Teaching Pupils Who Have Serious Emotional Disturbances and Moderate to Intense Needs for Assistance and Intervention; NAC 391.356 – Qualifications for Teaching Pupils Who Have Specific Learning Disabilities and Moderate to Intense Needs for Assistance and Intervention; NAC 391.360 – Qualifications for Teaching Pupils Who Have Mental Retardation and Moderate to Intense Needs for Assistance and Intervention; and NAC 391.378 – Qualifications for Teaching Pupils Who Have Autism

 

President Segura opened the public hearing at 11:09 A.M.  There were eleven individuals in attendance and three individuals provided comments. 

 

Dr. Tom Pierce, University of Nevada-Las Vegas and a member of the Special Education Advisory Committee, stated that he supports all three recommendations from the Committee.  Dr. Pierce stated that it is important to have courses in the category of autism.  Dr. Pierce also supported the one-year sunset clause for the autism option due to the uniqueness of autism. 

 

Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District, expressed opposition and stated that they do not support the sunset clause for the Autism Option Program.  Mrs. Gibbs does not see that the need for autism teachers will be any less at the end of the one-year sunset clause. 

 

President Segura closed the public hearing at 11:15 A.M. 

 

Commissioner McGuire moved to adopt the proposed regulations to include the three recommendations from the Special Education Advisory Committee, seconded by Commissioner McMillan. 

 

Upon questioning by Vice President Jordan, Mrs. Dopf explained that an option program is to alleviate shortages of special education teachers.  The Option Program allows a school district to hire a teacher with an existing teaching license and six pre-existing special education credits to teach in that area, and fulfill the endorsement requirements in three years.  The school districts must report the number of individuals on the Option Programs to the Nevada Department of Education, Special Education Department. 

 

President Segura called for a vote on the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

17.       Request from International Academic Evaluation of Professional Credentials To Be Added to the List of Agencies That Provide Foreign Transcript Evaluations

 

Dr. Rheault explained that the Department has a list of agencies, approved by the Commission, that provide foreign transcript evaluations.  Dr. Rheault stated that the Department recommends that International Academic Evaluation of Professional Credentials to be added to the list of approved agencies.

 

Vice President Jordan moved to accept and add to the list the International Academic Evaluation of Professional Credentials, seconded by Commissioner Ries.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

11.       Update of Task Force Activities

 

Alternative Route to Licensure Task Force – Commissioner McGuire stated that the Task Force is moving forward and anticipate a November meeting date.

 

Middle School Task Force – Commissioner McMillan stated that the Task Force is currently recruiting members to participate on the Task Force.

 

Administrative Endorsement Task Force – Dr. Jordan stated that the Administrative Endorsement Task Force is meeting today and will have a preliminary report at the November Commission meeting.

 

19.       Future Agenda Items

 

President Segura stated that the following items would be on the November agenda:

 

q       Letter to State School Board complimenting Dr. Rheault for his memorandum to the school districts regarding highly qualified teachers. 

 

Dr. Rheault suggested that the Commission might want to schedule a workshop/planning meeting for the November meeting to discuss issues and receive information. 

 

20.       Comments From Public

 

Michael Lasiewicki, school counselor, requested that the Commission consider revising Nevada Administrative Code 391.170 to include certified K-12 school counseling experience as valid experience for the requirement for the administrative certification.   Mr. Lasiewicki stated that he feels that school counselors are being discriminated against and cannot use school counseling experience towards the teaching experience requirement for an administrative certificate.  Mr. Lasiewicki feels that his school counseling experience should count in lieu of teaching experience.   

 

President Segura stated that she would take Mr. Lasiewicki’s comments and concerns to the Administrative Task Force that will be meeting today. 

 

Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District, requested that the Commission hold a workshop at the November meeting to discuss a new special education endorsement that would encompass three areas, mild to moderate generalist, early childhood special ed, and adding a cross-categorical area to be able to teach in the moderate to intense areas.  This would allow a special education teacher to be able to teach in all areas due to the changing population. 

 

President Segura directed staff to place the special education workshop on the November agenda. 

 

21.       Comments from Staff

 

There were no staff comments. 

 

22.       Comments from Commissioners

 

There were no Commissioner comments. 

 

23.       Adjournment of Commission Meeting

 

President Segura adjourned the meeting at 11:50 A.M.

 

 
