Minutes of the Meeting

 

COMMISSION ON PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS IN EDUCATION

 

July 16, 2004

 

1.         Call to Order; 2. Roll Call; and 3. Pledge of Allegiance

 

President Segura called the meeting of the Commission on Professional Standards in Education to order at 12:00 Noon in the Board Room of the Nevada Department of Education Office in Carson City and by video conference in the Board Conference Room of the Nevada Department of Education in Las Vegas, Nevada. Roll call showed the following Commissioners present: 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:

 

Sue Segura, President

Dr. Teresa Jordan, Commissioner – Las Vegas location

Patrick McGuire, Commissioner

Dr.  Hardy McNew, Commissioner

Aldeane Ries, Commissioner – Las Vegas location

Marjorie Zimmerman, Commissioner

 

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: 

 

Patricia Cassem, Vice President – excused

Rhogenia McMillan, Commissioner – excused

 

STAFF PRESENT:

 

Christina Harper, Secretary to the Commission

Chopin Kiang, Director of Teacher Licensure

Donna Brothers, Supervisor Carson City Teacher Licensure Office 

Felicia Pagan, Las Vegas Teacher Licensure Office

 

LEGAL COUNSEL PRESENT:

 

Janet Hess, Deputy Attorney General    

 

AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE:

 

Northern Nevada:

 

Vernon Luft, UNR, College of Education 

Sue Reed, Community Education, Washoe County School District 

Kathy Gilmore, Washoe County School District, Human Resources

Catherine Jackson, Washoe County School District, Human Resources

Darma Bulchumus, Washoe County School District, Student Mentor Services

 

Southern Nevada: 

 

Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District, Coordinator III

Greg Halopoff, Clark County School District 

Christine Miller

 

A quorum of the Commission was present. 

 

Commissioner McGuire led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

4.         Approval of Agenda

 

Commissioner Zimmerman moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Commissioner McNew.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

5.         Approval of Minutes:  a) May 7, 2004 

 

Commissioner Ries moved to approve the May 7, 2004 minutes as submitted, seconded by Commissioner McNew.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

6.         Fiscal Report – Review of Current Budget Account Balance

 

Mr. Kiang reviewed the FY 2004 budget status report and stated that the budget is making the self-sufficiency mark and will probably derive approximately $20,000 in surplus funding, as a result of a good year in terms of licensure fees.  Mr. Chopin stated that next year there is a projection of $1.2 million in revenues, which is less than was projected for FY 2004. 

 

7.         2004-2005 Meeting Date Amendments

 

The Commission approved the following meeting dates:

 

            September 15, 2004            -           Las Vegas 

            December 9, 2004               -           Carson City 

            February 24, 2005                -           Las Vegas 

            May 12, 2005                        -           Carson City 

 

8.         Information on the Status of Individuals That Are Not Passing the Special Education and PLT Exams

 

Mr. Kiang provided a handout for special education and for the PLT grades 7-12.  Mr. Kiang provided an overview of information of the Principles of Learning and Teaching, grades 7 – 12.  Mr. Kiang stated that the report provides a breakdown of gender count, median scores for gender and racial groups, ethnicity counts, and how many people took the test during that period.  Mr. Kiang stated that the passing score in Nevada is 161 and the average state passing score is 160.  Nevada’s passing score is in the middle of the score range.  Mr. Kiang reported that for the total number tested between the period of 2002 – 2003, there were 405 who took the test in Nevada, with a mean (average) score of 171; the median score was 171; the number of individuals who passed was 347, and a pass rate of 86%.  Mr. Kiang cautioned that due to the recent report from ETS that they had used a faulty scale score on this particular test, the actual passing rate for Nevada may be higher.  Mr. Kiang reviewed the Extract Report for the past three years with a national median passing rate/mean of 171.

 

Mr. Kiang provided an overview of information of the Special Education Knowledge-Based Core Principles test.  Mr. Kiang stated that Nevada’s passing score is 150, which at the mid-level.  Mr. Kiang stated that for Nevada, 2002-2003 academic year, 90% of the individuals who took the exam passed with a median score of 163 and a mean score of 163.  The previous year the pass rate was 94% with a median score of 165 and a mean score of 164.  Mr. Kiang reviewed the Frequency Report and stated that the national median score was 164 and Nevada’s median score was 164.  Mr. Kiang stated that individuals taking the test in Nevada are performing higher than the national average.

 

Commissioner Ries thanked Mr. Kiang for gathering all of the data.  

 

9.         Information and Discussion Regarding Computer Science as a Secondary Teaching Field

 

Greg Halopoff, Clark County School District and representing Dr. Marilyn Sue Ford – University of Nevada, Las Vegas, proposed a change to NAC 391 to include computer science education as an academic discipline.  There is a national trend where computer science as an academic discipline is losing its status and being absorbed into the broader technology education agenda.  Over the past 20 years there has been a decline in interest and enrollment by secondary students. 

 

Mr. Halopoff submitted a proposal to include computer science as an academic comprehensive single subject major or minor.  The main reason for this change is that the current licensure options for teachers to become computer science teachers in Nevada are single subject in an occupational field.  This proposal would make it easier to recruit and hirer highly qualified computer science teachers.  Another reason for this proposal is for consistency of courses with No Child Left Behind, although computer science is not currently defined as a core academic subject but can expect that this may happen in the future. 

 

Dr. Marilyn Ford stated that they would like to keep computer science available in both the academic and occupational areas, to enhance the employment opportunities of teachers.   

 

Commissioner Ries stated that this can only add to what is available to schools and the pool of qualified individuals and felt that this is an excellent idea. 

 

Commissioner Zimmerman moved to establish computer science as a secondary teaching field on the September agenda, seconded by Commissioner Ries.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

10.       Workshop and Public Hearing to Consider Amendments to NAC 391.305 – K-12 School Nurse; Renewal; Exceptions

 

President Segura opened the workshop at 12:35 P.M.  There were eight individuals present and no public comments.  President Segura closed the workshop at 12:36 P.M. 

 

President Segura opened the public hearing at 12:36 P.M.  There were no public comments or discussion.  President Segura closed the public hearing at 12:37 P.M. 

 

Commissioner Zimmerman moved to adopt amendments to NAC 391.305 – endorsement to serve as school nurse; renewal; exceptions, seconded by Commissioner McGuire.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

11.       Workshop and Public Hearing to Consider Amendments to NAC 391.225 – Endorsement to Teach Drivers’ Education

 

President Segura opened the workshop at 12:38 P.M.  There were eight individuals present. 

 

Sue Reed, Washoe County School District, expressed her support for the proposal and encouraged the Commission to adopt the proposed amendments.  Ms. Reed stated that school districts do not offer behind the wheel training for students.  President Segura closed the workshop at 12:43 P.M. 

 

President Segura opened the public hearing at 12:43 P.M.  There were no public comments or discussion.  President Segura closed the public hearing at 12:43 P.M. 

 

Commissioner McNew moved to adopt amendments to NAC 391.225 – endorsement to teach drivers’ education, seconded by Commissioner Zimmerman.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

12.       Workshop and Public Hearing to Consider Amendments to NAC 391.285 – Endorsement to Teach Reading and NAC 391.290 – Endorsement as Specialist in Teaching Reading 

 

President Segura opened the workshop at 12:45 P.M.  There were eight individuals present. 

 

Donna Brothers provided background for the proposal.  The proposal would allow a reading endorsement to be placed on a K-12 teaching license. 

 

President Segura closed the workshop at 12:47 P.M. 

 

President Segura opened the public hearing at 12:47 P.M.  There were no public comments or discussion.  President Segura closed the public hearing at 12:47 P.M. 

 

Commissioner Zimmerman moved to adopt amendments to NAC 391.285 – endorsement to teach reading and NAC 391.290 – endorsement as specialist in teaching reading, seconded by Commissioner McGuire.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

13.       Workshop and Public Hearing to Consider a New Regulation – Unique License Number

 

President Segura opened the workshop at 12:48 P.M.  There were seven individuals present. 

 

Donna Brothers stated that this new regulation would protect the privacy of teachers and provide a random license number, previously social security numbers were placed on the license. 

 

President Segura closed the workshop at 12:50 P.M. 

 

President Segura opened the public hearing at 12:50 P.M.  There were no public comments or discussion.  President Segura closed the public hearing at 12:50 P.M. 

 

Commissioner McNew moved to adopt a regulation that a teacher license has a unique number, seconded by Commissioner Jordan.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

15.       Update of Task Force Activities

 


• 
Alternative Licensure  Task Force

 

Commissioner McGuire stated the Task Force met on June 21st .  The Task Force has mailed out a survey and is waiting for the replies from the school districts on what type of alternative route programs they have.  Commissioner McGuire will provide a report of the survey at the next Commission meeting.  The next Task Force will be scheduled after school starts.

 


• 
Middle School Task  Force

 

Commissioner Zimmerman stated that the Middle School Task Force wanted to have a pool of teachers by August, but it needs to be postponed for 60 days in order to evaluate the middle school praxis exam.  There are a number of reasons for this:  1) the resignation of consultant Terry Owen; 2) school closures during the month of July and the difficulty in contacting teachers over the summer; and 3) would like assurances from the Educational Testing Service on the reliability and validity of the test scores. 

 


• 
Administrative Task Force

 

Commissioner Jordan stated that the Task Force is waiting for the submission of the grant which is due July 19, 2004 and grant notification on October 1, 2004.   

 

14.       Workshop and Public Hearing to Consider Amendments to NAC 391.057 – 

            Conditional Licensure:  Qualifications; Validity; Further Education Required;

            NAC 391.058 – Conditional Licensure:  Application to Department; Assignment

            Of Unconditionally Licensed Teacher or Post Probationary Teacher Who is

            Unconditionally Licensed; Training; Development of Plan for Evaluation and

            Training; Cooperation with Commission and Department; NAC 391.343 –

            Qualifications for Teaching Pupils Who Have Specific Learning Disabilities,

            Emotional Disturbances or Mental Retardation and Mild to Moderate Needs

            For Assistance and Intervention; NAC 391.347 – Limited Endorsement to Teach

Pupils Who Have Specific Learning Disabilities, Emotional Disturbances or Mental Retardation, and Mild to Moderate Needs for Assistance and Intervention 

 

President Segura opened the workshop at 12:57 P.M.  There were seven individuals present. 

 

Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District, stated that this proposal would allow an individual with a generalist and generalist limited licensure to teach mild to moderate mental retardation students.  Ms. Gibbs stated that currently there are 40 openings in the learning and emotional areas in the Clark County School District.  This proposal would help recruit and hire teachers in this area. 

 

Commissioner Jordan stated that due to the shortage of special education teachers this proposal would allow greater flexibility.  Commissioner Ries agreed with this proposal and expressed concern that a student could be placed in resource room just because that teacher is now qualified to teach.  Ms. Gibbs assured Commissioner Ries that the classroom environment is not changing. 

 

President Segura closed the workshop at 1:00 P.M. 

 

President Segura opened the public hearing at 1:00 P.M.  There were no public comments or discussion.  President Segura closed the public hearing at 1:00 P.M. 

 

Commissioner Jordan moved to adopt amendments to NAC 391.057, 391.058, 391.343, and 391.347, Commissioner McGuire.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

16.       Future Agenda Items

 

President Segura stated that the following items would be on the September agenda:

 


• 
Workshop and Public  Hearing on Computer Science.  


• 
Discussion on the  Principles of Learning and Teaching exam, to include a report from an ETS  representative in person to address the scoring error. 


• 
The September meeting  is to begin at 11:00 A.M. 

 

17.       Comments From Public

 

Christine Miller, special educator with the Clark County School District, stated that she is currently in a situation with her ETS Praxis score and contends that her test was scored incorrectly.   Ms. Miller requested a copy of the handout/information provided to Commissioners.  Mr. Kiang stated that he would like to meet with Ms. Miller to explain the data and provide the handout regarding intervals and the passing rate summary report.  Ms. Miller expressed concern with a newspaper article of 119 Nevada educators, who were forced to leave their jobs due to incorrect scoring.  Ms. Miller stated that her situation is different because her scoring was still incorrect and she was not part of the 119 teachers based on the criteria on that scoring.  Ms. Miller thanked Mr. Kiang for the PLT data. 

 

President Segura thanked Ms. Miller for her comments and stated that her scoring dispute with an issue with the Educational Testing Service.

 

18.       Comments from Staff

 

Mr. Kiang apologized for not informing the Commission sooner of Dr. Terry Owen’s resignation from the Department of Education.  Ms. Owen has accepted a position as a school principal at an elementary school in Pahrump.  Dr. Owen’s expressed the following to the Commission, through Mr. Kiang, she was very torn between serving the Commission and the Nevada Department of Education and a future supported by experience as a building principal.  Mr. Kiang encouraged Dr. Owen to take the principal position and stated that Dr. Owen will be missed at the Department of Education.

 

President Segura, on behalf of the Commission, wished Dr. Owen well in her new position. 

 

19.       Comments from Commissioners

 

Commissioner Zimmerman stated that Ms. Owen’s work with the Middle School Task Force was very thorough and she will be missed.

 

20.       Adjournment of Commission Meeting

 

President Segura adjourned the meeting at 1:11 P.M. 

 

 
