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Minutes of the Meeting 

STATE OF NEVADA – DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

COMMISSION ON PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS IN EDUCATION

July 8, 2005
1.
Call to Order; 2. Roll Call; and 3. Pledge of Allegiance
President Segura called the meeting of the Commission on Professional Standards in Education to order at 11:00 A.M. in the Board Conference Room of the Nevada Department of Education Office in Carson City, Nevada.  Roll call showed the following Commissioners present:  

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: 

Sue Segura, President 

Patricia Cassem, Vice President 

Dr. Vernon Luft, Commissioner 
Patrick McGuire, Commissioner 

Dr. Hardy McNew, Commissioner 

Rhogenia McMillan, Commissioner 

Marjorie Zimmerman, Commissioner 
COMMISSIONER ABSENT:  

Aldeane Ries, Commissioner – excused for illness 

STAFF PRESENT: 

Gloria Dopf, Deputy Superintendent, Instructional, Research and Evaluative Services 
Christina Harper, Secretary to the Commission 

Donna Brothers, Carson City Licensure Supervisor 
LEGAL COUNSEL PRESENT: 

Bob Auer, Deputy Attorney General    

AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE: 

Debbie Cahill, Nevada State Education Association 

Dana Bennett, Director of Government Affairs for the Andre Agassi College Prep 


Academy  

William Speer, Interim Associate Dean for the UNLV College of Education 

A quorum of the Commission was present.  

Commissioner McNew led the pledge of allegiance.  

4.
Approval of Agenda
Vice President Cassem moved to approve the agenda as presented with flexibility, seconded by Commissioner Zimmerman.  The motion passed unanimously. 

5.
Approval of Minutes:  a) May 12, 2005 

Commissioner Zimmerman moved to approve the May 12, 2005 minutes as submitted, seconded by Commissioner McMillan.  The motion passed unanimously. 

6.
Legislative Update on Bills Affecting the Commission
Ms. Dopf reviewed the following legislative action: 
· AB 5, a bill to implement a pilot mentor program, did not pass. 

· AB 108 did pass and allows the Department of Education to use an approved list of hearing officers appointed for the purposes of reviewing decisions regarding the demotion, dismissal, or refusal to re-employ licensed individuals on the part of the school districts, as well as suspension and revocation of licenses.     

· AB 162 did pass and allows for the licensing of individuals previously employed in private schools.  This bill allows individuals to seek a license to teach who have teaching experience in private schools, and requires that the licensee hold a graduate degree, not be licensed in another state, have five years of teaching experience in private schools, and have participated or will participate in a mentoring program within the first year of employment.  The statute indicates that the Commission may adopt additional regulations as deemed necessary for this type of licensure.  
· AB 206 did pass and allows for a special qualifications license.  The Commission will need to develop regulations to determine what subject areas this license will be available for and grade levels.  The primary target for applicants seeking this type of special qualifications license are those individuals that have higher education teaching experience specifically in the subject for which they want to teach, and the requirements consist of two years of higher education and three years of work experience or five years of work experience.  These individuals must also pass the PRAXIS exam in the subject area or have a professional license in that area.  

· AB 395 did pass and allows for the punishment of a fine of $5,000 or 6 months imprisonment and a misdemeanor status for individuals submitting false or misleading degrees and applications or honorary degrees and applications.  
Ms. Dopf stated that Dr. Rheault has prepared an extensive summary of all of the bills that passed and have an impact on education.  The summary can be accessed on the Department of Education’s web site.  

7.
Fiscal Report – Review of Current Budget Account Balance
Ms. Dopf stated that included in the packet is the current budget status report.  Ms. Dopf stated that the Department is intending to bring forth a minor amendment through Interim Finance Committee (IFC) to increase the revenue in the fees area of the budget, as it exceeds the work program authority.  This is a technical amendment and routine adjustment with IFC.  
Ms. Dopf stated that there were adequate funds to fulfill the Commission’s travel and licensure fees were sufficient to cover expenses.  

Ms. Dopf stated that in regards to the FY 06 budget, the budget is generated by the actual expenditures in the first year of the biennium and the travel budget for the Commission for FY 06 is approximately $10,000. 

Ms. Dopf stated that there may be a need to raise fees for FY 07 and will report on this issue mid-year of FY 06.  If the revenue from licensure fees is not sufficient to support the second year of operation there may be the need to raise licensure fees.   
8.
Discussion Regarding NAC 391.13043 – Major or Minor in Mathematics.  Discussion Regarding Possible Amendments to the Mathematics Regulations as Districts are Having a Difficult Time Hiring Math Teachers
President Segura stated that there is an issue of the availability of math teachers in Nevada, specifically in the rural areas.  President Segura stated that it is difficult to find qualified math teachers and suggested that the Commission may want to consider reviewing the requirements and amending the regulations.  President Segura recommended that the Commission review NAC 391.13043. 
Vice President Cassem suggested that the Commission convene a Task Force to review and compare other state’s math licensure requirements and Nevada’s requirements. 

Commissioner Luft stated that he is unsure if changing the requirements will solve the problem and the Commission may need to look at new avenues to get individuals with math experience into the teaching force. 

Upon questioning, Ms. Brothers stated that one of the issues is that individuals applying for a math license are missing too many of the specific listed coursework.  Ms. Brothers stated that the coursework is too specific, if the coursework were non-specific it would give the applicant and licensure office more flexibility to issue a math endorsement.  Ms. Brothers stated that the regulation is too specific, the number of credits is not the issue, and it is very difficult to license math teachers with the current regulation.  
Commissioner Hardy agreed to convene a Task Force with individuals in the field to discuss the problem and possible solutions. 

Vice President Cassem stated that the Commission needs to take action to help school districts.  President Segura stated that it is unfair to students to place a substitute in the classroom instead of a licensed math teacher.  
Dr. William Speer, Interim Associate Dean for UNLV, stated that the issue of a qualified math teacher is a huge problem everywhere, as individuals with math experience/background are paid higher salaries in other jobs.  Dr. Speer stated that the math classes at UNLV are growing but there are not enough qualified math teachers to fill the teaching vacancies in the schools.  Dr. Speer cautioned the Commission to not lower the math requirements, but indicated that the requirements could be modified or adjusted to allow for a smoother licensure process.  
Commissioner Zimmerman agreed to have a Task Force and hold a special meeting to deal with this issue.  

Vice President Cassem moved for the Commission to develop a Task Force and include university educators, math teachers currently in the field, and members of the Nevada Department of Education to develop recommendations for math certification and reconvene the Commission on Professional Standards in Education in 30 days, seconded by Commissioner McMillan.  Commissioner Zimmerman amended the motion, for the Commission to convene as soon as possible, seconded by Commissioner McMillan.  
Ms. Dopf asked that the Commission consider including Dave Brancamp, the Department’s math consultant, in this process.  Commissioner Luft will work with the Department of Education staff to help with the recruitment of math teachers for the Task Force and meeting set up.  Commissioner Luft volunteered, with the help of staff, to chair the Task Force and lead the process.  Dr. Speer will provide assistance from UNLV and Ms. Brothers will provide assistance from the Nevada Department of Education.   

President Segura called for vote on the amendment of the motion.  The amendment of the motion passed unanimously.  President Segura called for a vote on the amended main motion.  The amended main motion passed unanimously. 

President Segura requested that Ms. Dopf send a notice to all school districts (human resource department) regarding the concerns with the math regulations and that the Commission is working on this issue.  
9.
Reactivate Administrative Task Force and Discuss Goals of Task Force
Commissioner Luft stated that about two to three years ago the Administrative Task Force, chaired by former Commissioner Theresa Jordan, convened to review the alignment of licensure requirements with the national standards in preparation of school administrators.  The Task Force also conducted a survey of school districts to determine the needs for building and district wide administrators over the next few years.  There was some investigation to determine whether there should to be a tiered licensure system, one for principals and one for superintendents.  Commissioner Luft stated that he was under the impression that the Task Force had completed their work and would be submitting a report to the Commission.  The report from the Task Force has never been submitted to the Commission.  
President Segura stated that she believes that Dr. Jordan has the document ready to submit to the Commission for consideration.  President Segura will contact Dr. Jordan and report at the next meeting regarding this issue.    

10.
Workshop to Solicit Comments for Possible Changes to NAC 391.057 and 
NAC 391.058 – Regarding Conditional Licensure to Include Requested Changes to Licensure Requirements Identified in Assembly Bill 206, First Reprint, Dated March 14, 2005 and Assembly Bill 162, Section 9, First Reprint, dated March 3, 2005
President Segura opened the workshop at 12:00 Noon.  There were four individuals present, no speakers, and no written comments submitted.  
The Task Force has not met and now that the legislative session has ended, the Task Force can now proceed to discuss recommendations for the special qualifications license.  The Task Force members are Commissioners Luft, McMillan and Zimmerman.  
Ms. Dopf stated that Department of Education staff will contact the Task Force members when ready to begin.  
This will be a continuing workshop agenda item.  

President Segura closed the workshop at 12:45 P.M. 

11.
Discussion of Goals for the Commission For the 2005-2006 Year 
Commissioner Luft would like the Commission to review licensure requirements and determine what licensure areas need to be updated.  Commissioner Luft suggested that Ms. Brothers could help the Commission determine the areas that need review.  
Commissioner Zimmerman would like the Commission to address the legislative mandates with the proper regulations.  
Vice President Cassem would like to finalize the work of the Administrative Task Force. 

Commissioner McMillan would like to see the Commission complete the Task Force to address the special qualifications license, mandated by the Legislature.  
Commissioner McGuire would like the Commission to determine how many of the regulations (math/special education) coincide with No Child Left Behind, as that deadline is approaching.  
President Segura would like the Commission to keep up with the highly qualified requirements and suggested that every time the Commission meets to discuss exactly what is going on in the schools and classrooms.  

Ms. Dopf stated that she will work with Ms. Brothers to identify areas that create a licensure log jam and bring forth those areas to the Commission.  

12.
Update of Task Force Activities
The Administrative Task Force – President Segura will contact Dr. Jordan for the report at the next Commission meeting.  
The Math Task Force – will meet in the very near future for recommendation of regulation change.  
13.
Future Agenda Items
The following items were noted to be on the next meeting agenda:  

· Continuing Workshop on possible changes to NAC 391.057 and 391.058 Regarding Conditional Licensure and Alternative Route to Licensure (special qualifications license); 
· Report and recommendations from the Math Task Force, as soon as possible; 
· Report from the Administrative Task Force from Dr. Jordan; 

· All temporary regulations to be adopted as permanent regulations.  
14.
Comments From Public

There were no public comments.  
15.
Comments from Staff
Ms. Brothers recommended that the Commission review the home economics and family science regulation as there are very few individuals graduating with a degree in home economics and family science, and place as a workshop for the next meeting.  
16.
Comments from Commissioners
Commissioner Zimmerman thanked the Department of Education for their efforts with regard to special education as there is a deep and continuing concern about middle school teachers with regard to highly qualified standards. 
Upon questioning by President Segura with regard to the Middle School Praxis exam, Commissioner Zimmerman responded that the numbers taking the exam are great and ETS has had add another testing session in order to accommodate the number of individuals wanting to take the exam prior to December 31, 2005 – the end of the no-fault period.  
17.
Adjournment of Commission Meeting
President Segura adjourned the meeting at 12:10 P.M.  

