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Minutes of the Meeting 

STATE OF NEVADA – DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

COMMISSION ON PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS IN EDUCATION

September 22, 2005
1.
Call to Order; 2. Roll Call; and 3. Pledge of Allegiance
Vice President Cassem called the meeting of the Commission on Professional Standards in Education to order at 9:15 A.M. in the Board Conference Room of the Nevada Department of Education Office in Las Vegas, Nevada.  Roll call showed the following Commissioners present:  

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: 

Patricia Cassem, Vice President 

Carl Lark, Commissioner (arrived at 9:21 A.M.) 
Dr. Vernon Luft, Commissioner 
Patrick McGuire, Commissioner 

Dr. Hardy McNew, Commissioner 

Fred Perdomo, Commissioner 

Aldeane Ries, Commissioner 

Marjorie Zimmerman, Commissioner 
COMMISSIONER ABSENT:  

Rhogenia McMillan, Commissioner – excused for illness 

STAFF PRESENT: 

Dr. Keith Rheault, Superintendent of Public Instruction 

Christina Harper, Secretary to the Commission 

Dr. Jerry Barbee, Director of Teacher Licensure 

Karen Chessell, Consultant for Family and Consumer Sciences 

LEGAL COUNSEL PRESENT: 

David Newton, Deputy Attorney General    

AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE: 

Nadine Nielsen, Sierra Nevada College 
Roo Locatelli, Sierra Nevada College 
Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District 

Catherine Jackson, Washoe County School District 

Marilyn Sue Ford, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Bill Speer, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Sean McClenahan, Andre Agassi College Preparatory Academy 

Kyle Higgins, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Nancy Sileo, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

A quorum of the Commission was present.  

Commissioner McNew led the pledge of allegiance.  

4.
Introduction of New Commission Members
Vice President Cassem welcomed Fred Perdomo, Principal of Carson City High School, to the Commission.  Vice President Cassem stated that Carol Lark representing administrators was not yet present.  
5.
Approval of Agenda
Commissioner McNew moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Commissioner Luft.  The motion passed unanimously. 

6.
Approval of Minutes:  a) July 8, 2005 

Commissioner Zimmerman moved to approve the July 8, 2005 minutes as submitted, seconded by Commissioner McGuire.  The motion passed unanimously. 

(Commissioner Lark arrived at 9:21 A.M.) 

7.
Election of President and Vice President
Dr. Rheault opened the nominations for President.  Commissioner McNew nominated Patricia Cassem for President, seconded by Commissioner Ries.  There being no other nominations for President, Dr. Rheault closed the nomination for President.  Dr. Rheault called for a vote for Patricia Cassem as President.  The Commission voted unanimously for Patricia Cassem as President.  Dr. Rheault congratulated Patricia Cassem.  
Dr. Rheault opened the nomination for Vice President.  Commission Ries nominated Dr. Vern Luft for Vice President, seconded by Commissioner McGuire.  There being no other nominations for Vice President, Dr. Rheault closed the nominations for Vice President.  Dr. Rheault called for a vote for Dr. Vern Luft as Vice President.  The Commission voted unanimously for Dr. Vern Luft as Vice President. Dr. Rheault congratulated Vern Luft.  
President Cassem welcomed Carol Lark to the Commission. 

8.
Fiscal Report – Review of Current Budget Account Balance
Dr. Rheault reviewed the Budget Status Report.  Dr. Rheault stated that this budget is entirely driven by licensure fees with no state appropriations.  A balance of $242,419 was carried forward from the last fiscal year.  As of August 31, 2005 a total of $201,240 in revenue has been collected by the licensure office in the first two months of the fiscal year.  Dr. Rheault stated that there may be an impact on the licensure budget with the elimination of provisional licenses in the core academic subjects.  Dr. Rheault stated that the Department will advise the Commission at a future meeting if there will be an impact on the budget.  
Dr. Rheault stated that the operating budget for the Commission is in good shape.  

9.
Report from the Administrative Task Force and Discussion to Reconvene Task Force
Upon questioning by President Cassem, Mrs. Harper stated that included in the packet was an e-mail response from Dr. Jordan indicating that information has been collected on how other states have updated and aligned their administrative certification standards to comply with ISLCC, NCLB and State Standards.  Pam Salazar has also completed some work with the NGA Goals Group.  Dr. Jordan recommended reconvening the Administrative Task Force to review the information that has been collected, update that information, and provide a report to the Commission at a future meeting.  Dr. Jordan stated that she, Patti Chance, Pam Salazar are willing to participate on the Task Force.  
Vice President Luft stated that he was a member of the Task Force and was under the impression that there was a final report to be submitted to the Commission.  Vice President Luft stated that he has a file of the materials that has been collected by the Task Force.  Vice President Luft stated that there was a review of licensure for administrators of what other states require and a survey, completed a couple of years ago, to determine the demand for new administrators in school districts and whether school districts where having trouble finding new administrators.  Vice President Luft recalled there was no discussion leading toward recommending any changes to the administrative licensure.  
Commissioner Ries stated that she was also a member of the Task Force and has received no information or final report.  Commissioner Ries questioned if there is a need to reconvene the Task Force.  
President Cassem expressed a need for a final report from the Task Force to determine what action, if any, is needed by the Commission. 

Commissioner Lark stated that this issue dovetails on the Governor’s Task Force on Teacher Retention, in which she has participated in and there has been a comparison of administrative certification in other states.  

President Cassem requested that Commissioner Lark obtain the Summary from the Governor’s Task Force on Teacher Retention and submit that report at the next Commission meeting in December.  Vice President Luft will also present the information he has on file.  

Commissioner Zimmerman moved for Commissioner Lark to obtain and present the Summary from the Governor’s Task Force on Teacher Retention at the December meeting, seconded by Commissioner Ries.  The motion passed unanimously. 

10.
Report and Submission of Recommendations From the Math Task Force Regarding Possible Changes to NAC 391.13043 – Major or Minor in Mathematics
President Cassem stated that this Task Force was convened to address the problems school districts were having hiring certified math teachers because the math coursework required for the endorsement was too descriptive.  

Vice President Luft stated that the Math Task Force met, discussed, and drafted a proposal.  Vice President Luft thanked the Task Force and indicated they worked very quickly and effectively.  Vice President Luft submitted a brief report of the Task Force activity.  The Task Force was comprised of individuals from UNR, UNLV, Department of Education – licensure office, and Clark County, Washoe County and Mineral County School Districts.  

Vice President Luft presented the proposal to the Commission.  This issue is on the agenda for a workshop and public hearing.  
Commissioner Ries moved to accept the recommendations from the Task Force, seconded by Vice President Luft.  The motion passed unanimously.  The Commission commended the Task Force’s efforts on the recommendation.  
11.
Workshop and Public hearing to Solicit Comments for LCB File No. R001-05; NAC 391.131 – Single-Subject Major and Minors and NAC 391.1312 – Restrictions on Hours of Credit for Certain Subjects
Dr. Rheault stated that this regulation was adopted as temporary and the purpose of this workshop and public hearing is to adopt the proposal as a permanent regulation.  This regulation adds computer science to the Single-Subject Major and Minors and clarifies that foreign language endorsed instructors are included in the regulation.  

President Cassem opened the workshop at 9:44 A.M.  There were eleven individuals present with no public comment.  
President Cassem closed the workshop at 9:45 A.M. 

President Cassem opened the public hearing at 9:45 A.M.  There were eleven individuals with one public comment.  

Marilyn Ford, UNLV, stated that she appreciates the Commission adding computer science and requested that the Commission consider adding dance as a single-subject major.  Currently in the State of Nevada, the only way to be a dance teacher is to have a 16 credit endorsement on a teaching license, the individual must already have a teaching license in secondary or elementary.  Ms. Ford stated that as the graduate coordinator at UNLV, she handles a number of people who have a bachelor’s degree in dance and would like to obtain a license to be a dance teacher.   
Dr. Rheault responded that this request would be better handled with another workshop and public hearing.  This request would be a significant change that requires another workshop and public hearing.  

President Cassem requested that the issue of dance be placed on the next agenda for discussion. 

President Cassem closed the public hearing at 9:49 A.M. 

Commissioner Zimmerman moved to adopt LCB File No. R001-05; NAC 391.131 – Single-Subject Major and Minors and NAC 391.1312 – Restrictions on Hours of Credit for Certain Subjects as submitted, seconded by Vice President Luft.  The motion passed unanimously. 

12.
Workshop and Public Hearing to Solicit Comments for LCB File No. R039-05; New Regulation for Limited Endorsement to Teach One or More Core Academic Subjects Exclusively to Students with Disabilities; and NAC 391.162 – Limited Endorsement Not Issued or Renewed on or after July 1, 2002
Dr. Rheault stated that this proposal came into consideration because of the No Child Left Behind and IDEA law that requires special education teachers, if they teach core academic subjects, to be highly qualified in those subjects.  This proposal allows the state to issue an alternate route license and three years of additional time for special education teachers to become highly qualified if they are receiving professional development and being monitored or mentored by other professionals.   
President Cassem opened the worked shop at 9:53 A.M.  There were nine individuals present with one public comment.  
Nancy Silo, UNLV, questioned if the proposal includes middle school teachers.  
President Cassem clarified that by definition in the State of Nevada the term “secondary school” includes middle or junior high school.  Dr. Rheault recommended adding middle school/junior high school into the proposal for clarification.  
President Cassem closed the workshop at 9:54 A.M. 

President Cassem opened the public hearing at 9:54 A.M.  There were nine individuals present with no public comments.  

President Cassem closed the public hearing at 9:55 A.M. 

Commissioner Zimmerman thanked the staff for working on this regulation to allow an avenue for special education teachers to meet the highly qualified requirements.  
Vice President Luft moved to amend Item 1, Section 1, of the new regulation to include the term middle school or junior high school and change “secondary” to high school, seconded by Commissioner Zimmerman.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Zimmerman moved to adopt R039-05; new regulation for limited endorsement to teach one or more core academic subjects exclusively to students with disabilities; and NAC 391.162 – Limited Endorsement not issued or renewed on or after July 1, 2002 as amended, seconded by Commissioner Ries. The motion passed unanimously. 

13.
Workshop and Public Hearing to Solicit Comments for LCB File No. R003-05; NAC 391.056 – Provisional Nonrenewable Licensure: Qualifications; Period of Validity; Addition of Endorsements; Restrictions and NAC 391.095 – Qualification for License
Dr. Rheault stated that this proposal clarifies language that an individual must have a degree from an accredited college to qualify for the physical education license.  
President Cassem opened the workshop at 10:00 A.M.  There were eleven individuals present and no public comments.  President Cassem closed the workshop at 10:00 A.M.  
President Cassem opened the public hearing at 10:00 A.M. There were eleven individuals present with no public comments.  President Cassem closed the public hearing at 10:01 A.M. 

Commissioner Ries moved to adopt LCB File No. R003-05; NAC 391.056 – provisional nonrenewable licensure:  qualifications; period of validity; addition of endorsements; restrictions and NAC 391.095 – qualification for license as submitted, seconded by Commissioner Perdomo.  The motion passed unanimously. 

14.
Workshop and Public Hearing to Solicit comments for LCB File No. R006-05; NAC 391.056 – Provisional Nonrenewable Licensure:  Qualifications; Period of Validity; Addition of Endorsements; Restrictions
Dr. Rheault stated that the original intent was to address the No Child Left Behind law to have all teachers highly qualified.  Dr. Rheault stated that this proposal allows an extra year from 2005 to 2006 to allow the Department to issue provisional licenses.  Dr. Rheault advised that the Commission may need to further extend the date in which to issue provisional licenses to address the shortage of licensed teachers.  
President Cassem opened the workshop at 10:04 A.M. There were eleven individuals present with no public comments.  President Cassem closed the workshop at 10:04 A.M. 

President Cassem opened the public hearing at 10:04 A.M. There were eleven individuals present with no public comments.  President Cassem closed the public hearing at 10:05 A.M. 

The Commission discussed extending the date until 2007 or 2008.   
Commissioner Ries moved to adopt LCB File No. R006-05; NAC 391.056 – provisional nonrenewable licensure:  qualifications; period of validity; addition of endorsements; restrictions as amended, seconded by Commissioner Perdomo.  Commissioner Lark moved to amend the main motion and amend and extend the date from 2006 to 2008, seconded by Vice President Luft.  The amendment to the motion passed unanimously.   

President Cassem called for a vote on the main motion, the motion passed unanimously. 

15.
Workshop and Public Hearing to Solicit Comments for LCB File No. R038-05; NAC 391.036 – Tests of Competency Required for Initial License; Exemptions, Failure to Comply; Administration of Tests
Dr. Rheault stated that this proposal provides for flexibility in the testing requirements as the state requires subject matter testing in order to issue a license and this allows one additional option for teachers coming from out of state.  Several states they do not require a subject matter test at the state level for licensing but have an agreement with the teacher education program or the universities that they provide the competency test and certify that the graduate passed a subject matter test in the area.  This proposal also changes the score for the analytical writing portion of the exam from 430 to 3.5. 
President Cassem opened the workshop at 10:13 A.M.  There were thirteen individuals present with one public comment.  

Marilyn Ford, UNLV, requested that the Commission consider keeping the score of 430 in the regulation to address individuals who apply for licensure and who took the old analytical portion of the exam with the old scoring method.  This would allow the Department to accept both scores.   
President Cassem closed the workshop at 10:15 A.M. 
President Cassem opened the public hearing at 10:15 A.M.  There were thirteen individuals present with no public comments.  President Cassem closed the public hearing at 10:15 A.M. 

Commissioner Ries moved to amend the proposal to include the wording, “score of 430 or 3.5”, seconded by Vice President Luft.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Zimmerman moved to adopt LCB File No. R038-05; NAC 391.036 – tests of competency required for initial license; exemptions, failure to comply; administration of tests as amended, seconded by Vice President Luft.  The motion passed unanimously. 
16.
Workshop and Public Hearing to Solicit Comments for LCB File No. R007-05; 


NAC 391.350 – Qualifications for Teaching Pupils Who Have Serious Emotional 


Disturbances and Moderate to Intense Needs for Assistance and Intervention; 


NAC 391.356 – Qualifications for Teaching Pupils Who Have Specific Learning 


Disabilities and Moderate to Intense Needs for Assistance and Intervention; 


NAC 391.360 – Qualifications for Teaching Pupils Who Have Mental Retardation 

And Moderate to Intense Needs for Assistance and Intervention; and NAC 391.378 – Qualifications for Teaching Pupils Who Have Autism 
Dr. Rheault stated that the proposal clarified language and would provide an extension from 2005 to 2008 for the autism option program.  
President Cassem opened the workshop at 10:21 A.M.  There were thirteen individuals present with one public comment.  
Commissioner Lark expressed serious concern regarding the increased number of autism classes with substitute teachers, because even resource teacher cannot qualify to teach in specialized programs.   

Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District, stated that one of the reasons for this proposal is because of the autism issue.  The Department of Education, effective in 2005, would not allow school districts to place individuals on an option program for autism.  Ms. Gibbs stated that under temporary regulation the Commission extended the autism program from 2005 to 2008, to allow school districts to place individuals, who have a special education license, on an option program until 2008.  The clean up language allows for more flexibility in allowing individuals to be placed on an option program.  
President Cassem closed the workshop at 10:25 A.M. 
President Cassem opened the public hearing at 10:25 A.M.  There were thirteen individuals present and no public comments.  President Cassem closed the public hearing at 10:25 A.M. 

Commissioner Zimmerman moved to adopt LCB File No. R007-05; NAC 391.350 – Qualifications for Teaching Pupils Who Have Serious Emotional Disturbances and Moderate to Intense Needs for Assistance and Intervention; NAC 391.356 – Qualifications for Teaching Pupils Who Have Specific Learning Disabilities and Moderate to Intense Needs for Assistance and Intervention; NAC 391.360 – Qualifications for Teaching Pupils Who Have Mental Retardation and Moderate to Intense Needs for Assistance and Intervention; and NAC 391.378 – Qualifications for Teaching Pupils Who Have Autism as submitted, seconded by Commissioner Ries.  The motion passed unanimously. 

17.
Workshop and Public Hearing to Solicit Comments for LCB File No. R004-05; 


New Section for a Provisional Licensed Issued Pursuant to NRS 391.033 Pending


Receipt of the Report of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Central 

Repository of Nevada Records of Criminal History is Valid for a Period Not to Exceed 120 Days, That Can Be Revoked By the Superintendent of Public Instruction
Dr. Rheault stated that this proposal allows the Superintendent 120 days to receive the FBI report and either clear the fingerprints off the license or invalidate/revoke the license.  The second part of the temporary regulation allowed the Superintendent to temporarily suspend a license if the Department had indication that the individual had committed a crime.  It was determined that the second part of the temporary regulation is under the jurisdiction of the State Board of Education.  
President Cassem opened the workshop at 10:29 A.M.  There were thirteen individuals present and no public comments.  President Cassem closed the workshop at 10:29 A.M. 

President Cassem opened the public hearing at 10:29 A.M.  There were thirteen individuals present and no public comments.  President Cassem closed the public hearing at 10:30 A.M. 

Commissioner Zimmerman moved to adopt LCB File No. R004-05; New Section for a Provisional Licensed Issued Pursuant to NRS 391.033 Pending Receipt of the Report of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Central Repository of Nevada Records of Criminal History is Valid for a Period Not to Exceed 120 Days, That Can Be Revoked By the Superintendent of Public Instruction as submitted, seconded by Vice President Luft.  The motion passed unanimously. 

18.
Workshop and Public Hearing to Solicit Comments for LCB File No. R005-05; 


New Endorsement for Recognized Field of Teaching and Major or Minor Fields of 


a License To Teach Middle School or Junior High School Education; Qualifications 


for License to Teach Middle School or Junior High School Education; and 


Amendments to NAC 391.339 – Endorsement to Teach Mathematics in Grades 5 


to 8, inclusive, Requirements, Renewal, Exceptions

Dr. Rheault stated that the 2003 Legislature mandated that the Commission adopt regulations for a Middle School License.  Dr. Rheault stated that the in addition to the middle school license, the regulations have been amended to include middle school/junior high school within the entire teacher licensure regulations.  
President Cassem opened the workshop at 10:34 A.M.  There were thirteen individuals present with one public comment. 

Marilyn Ford, UNLV, questioned if this proposal will qualify teachers as highly qualified.  Ms. Ford expressed concern regarding NAC 391.339, the endorsement to teach math in grades 5 to 8 with the changes that have been proposed in the other math endorsement regulations, if these regulations should look similar?    
Dr. Rheault responded that No Child Left Behind states a “major” and doesn’t think that a 14 semester hour credit minor would qualify for highly qualified.  Dr. Rheault stated that this regulation authorizes a school district to hire a middle school teacher to teach in that subject.  A teacher with a minor who passes the PRAXIS exam in that subject area is determined to be highly qualified.  Commissioner Luft stated that the intent was to have a separate middle school licensure for those institutions that want to put into place a middle school program.  Dr. Rheault stated that it was the intent of the Department to make it convenient for an elementary education teacher to get a middle school endorsement.  
President Cassem closed the workshop at 10:40 A.M. 
President Cassem opened the public hearing at 10:40 A.M.  There were thirteen individuals present and no public comments.  President Cassem closed the public hearing at 10:41 A.M. 

Dr. Rheault recommended that the Commission adopt the Middle School License and stated that the Commission can always review NAC 391.339.  Currently this proposal allows for flexibility to get middle school math teachers licensed.  Dr. Rheault stated that the Commission may need to have the Math Task Force review this regulation. 
Upon questioning by President Cassem, Vice President Luft, as Math Task Force Chair, stated that the middle school math courses are similar and suggested that the Commission adopt the proposed regulations and then have the Math Task Force review NAC 391.339 to determine if any changes need to be made.  Commissioner Zimmerman suggested that the Math Task Force review this regulation to broaden the areas. 

Commissioner McNew moved to adopt LCB File No. R005-05; New Endorsement for Recognized Field of Teaching and Major or Minor Fields of a License To Teach Middle School or Junior High School Education; Qualifications 
for License to Teach Middle School or Junior High School Education; and Amendments to NAC 391.339 – Endorsement to Teach Mathematics in Grades 5 to 8, inclusive, Requirements, Renewal, Exceptions as submitted, seconded by Commissioner McGuire.  The motion passed unanimously. 

19.
Workshop to Solicit Comments for Possible Changes to NAC 391.057 and 
NAC 391.058 – Regarding Conditional Licensure to Include Requested Changes to Licensure Requirements Identified in Assembly Bill 206 and Assembly Bill 162
Dr. Rheault stated that the 2005 Legislature passed AB 206 and AB 162, which allows some licensure flexibility, similar to the alternative route, which mandates the Commission develop regulations to address the two issues.  

AB 206 would allow someone with a professional license and a certain amount of experience to qualify for a license.  The Commission was identified to determine what fields those individuals may teach.  This also allows for the issuance of a license under this type of experience to university professors if they have taught for five years in that specific subject at the university and if they have a master’s degree or higher they can qualify for a state teaching license under this new law.  

Dr. Rheault recommended that the Commission put together a Task Force to develop language.  The Commission will need to develop and identify the general requirements and the areas in which individuals with professional licenses can teach.  

President Cassem opened the workshop at 10:45 A.M.  There were thirteen individuals present and no public comments.  President Cassem closed the workshop at 10:45 A.M. 
The Commission discussed some of the issues that need to be addressed to include classroom management/discipline, mentoring, exemption from testing, etc.    
Dr. Rheault stated that he will work with staff to draft regulations for discussion at the December meeting.  

Following discussion, President Cassem stated that the Commission will hold a workshop at the December meeting to develop the regulations.  It was discussed that the regulation may be similar to the alternative route and the business and industry endorsement.  The December meeting will be an all day meeting. 

Commissioner Ries stated that she wants to ensure that the best teacher is in the classroom for children. 

20.
Workshop and Public Hearing to Solicit Comments for LCB File No. R127-05; NAC 391.13042 – Major or Minor in Mathematics
Vice President Luft stated that the LCB legal language format reflects what the Task Force agreed to and submitted.  

President Cassem opened the workshop at 11:06 A.M.  There were thirteen individuals present and two public comments. 

William Speer, UNLV, stated that he served on the Task Force and appreciates the efforts of the Task Force.  Dr. Speer stated that it was the intent of the Task Force discussion to maintain integrity of the quality of the content preparation of the math teachers with upper division classes and suggested adding a phrase in the introduction to include finite mathematics courses that are pre-major courses and suggested adding “upper division” coursework in the regulation.   
Marilyn Ford, UNLV, stated that the upper level courses at UNLV, the calculus courses are 100 and 200 levels, with a couple at the 200 level and the remainder at the 300 level unless someone tries to bring in lower division math courses for finite math for a non-major.  Ms. Ford suggested that the Commission consider adding a statement that individuals are not allowed to use lower division courses.  
Vice President Luft stated that upper division courses actually mean 200 and 300 level courses and that is not appropriate.  

Dr. Speer stated that the difficulty comes into the listing of the courses for the 27 hours.  Dr. Speer will provide amended language he is recommending.  

President Cassem requested Dr. Speer provide language that can be universally recognized by all universities to set a standard.  Vice President Luft stated that the wording must be able to be interpreted by the licensure office as related to transcripts.  

President Cassem closed the workshop at 11:18 A.M.  

Vice President Luft recommended that the Commission delay action, insert the new language to accommodate the concerns, and hold a public hearing at the next meeting.  
Vice President Luft moved to direct staff to work on wording to include language that was recommended in Agenda Item #20, seconded by Commissioner McGuire.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Lark expressed concern that Clark County School District is in a crisis situation with math teachers and questioned if the delay in action will affect the crisis.  Dr. Rheault stated that until the Commission takes action, the current regulations will remain in effect.  Commissioner Lark stated that until that time, it will continue to be very difficult to find qualified math teachers under the current regulations.  Commissioner Lark expressed concern that there are substitute teachers teaching in math classes.  
In lieu of the comments, the Commission did not hold the public hearing and will hold a public hearing with the amendments suggested at the December meeting.  

21.
Workshop to Solicit Comments on NAC 391.13082 – Major or Minor in Home Economics
Dr. Rheault stated that over the last three or four years, he has approved home economics licenses as a critical labor shortage positions in all areas of the State.  

President Cassem opened the workshop at 11:25 A.M.  There were nine individuals present and one public comment.  

Karen Chessell, Family Consumer Science Consultant, requested that the Commission appoint a Task Force to review NAC 391.13082.  Mrs. Chessell stated that the regulations need to be reviewed, as there is no program at UNLV and UNR does not offer all courses that are required by the regulation.  There is a lack of qualified family consumer science teachers.  The Home Economics regulation is too restrictive and has led to a lack of qualified teachers.  
Ms. Chessell stated that she would take the lead on the Task Force and suggested Task Force members to include two teachers – one rural and one urban, a district administrator, a university professor, teacher licensure staff member and the Family Consumer Science Consultant.  
President Cassem closed the workshop at 11:29 A.M. 

Vice President Luft stated that there may be a need to make adjustments to the regulation in an effort to recruit more teachers in this area where there is a shortage of teachers.  Vice President Luft stated that this is a nationwide problem. 

Vice President Luft moved to appoint a Task Force in Family Consumer Science to review and propose amendments to the home economics regulations, seconded by Commissioner Zimmerman.  The motion passed unanimously. 

The Commission directed Mrs. Chessell to chair the Task Force and report the recommendations back to the Commission at a future meeting.  
22.
Update of Task Force Activities
The Administrative Task Force – Commissioner Lark will provide a summary report from the Governor’s Task Force on Teacher Retention.  
The Math Task Force – The Math Task Force will be reviewing NAC 391.339 – middle school math endorsement to determine if any amendments are needed to be line with the regular math endorsement proposal.  
The Home Economics Task Force – Consultant Karen Chessell will be convening the Task Force and will provide recommendations at a future meeting.  

23.
Future Agenda Items
The following items were noted to be on the next meeting agenda:  

· Recognition Plaque for Sue Segura; 

· Workshop on possible changes to NAC 391.057 and 391.058 Regarding Conditional Licensure and Alternative Route to Licensure (special qualifications license); 
· Report from the Administrative Task Force to include a summary from the Governor’s Task Force on Teacher Retention; 
· Adopt Middle School PRAXIS Cut Scores; 
· Workshop to add dance to the single-subject major or minor; 

· Report/Recommendation from Math Task Force on review of NAC 391.339 – Middle School Math Endorsement; 

· Public Hearing on NAC 391.13043 – Major or Minor in Mathematics; 

· Report/Recommendations from the Home Economics Task Force; 

24.
Comments From Public

Marilyn Ford, UNLV, requested that the Commission not tie “dance” to the Physical Education licensure.  Dance is included in the college of fine arts, not physical education. 

President Cassem read into the record a letter from Vicki Parker.  (A copy of the letter is attached.)  Ms. Parker requested that the Commission change the regulation to indicate that any certified teacher who leaves Nevada before the stipulations are met on the provisional license, and who wishes to return to Nevada to teach, may have one year to complete the stipulations on their provisional license.  
Dr. Rheault stated that individuals have three years in which to remove the provisions listed on the license.  Dr. Rheault stated that it would be problematic from a Department stand point to track where individuals move to, when they leave and when they return.  

The Commission agreed that individuals need to complete the licensure requirements and remove the provisions within the three years as currently allowed by law. 

25.
Comments from Staff
Dr. Jerry Barbee stated that the Licensure Office is currently in the process of imaging all of the teacher licensure files.  The Las Vegas Licensure Office will be the first to be imaged and then the files in the Carson City Licensure Office.  Dr. Barbee stated that the hope and intent is that 100% of the licensure files will be electronic and can be accessed on line.  Dr. Barbee stated that they are working on providing access to individual teachers via the web site to their own licensure information.  This would provide licensure expiration dates and provisions listed on the license. This would greatly decrease the number of phone calls that the licensure office receives.  
Dr. Rheault stated that currently the Department of Education is not authorized to accept credit card payment for licensure, but the Department is working toward accepting credit card payment on line and for an individual to be able to submit an application for licensure on line. 

26.
Comments from Commissioners
Commissioner Lark questioned the status of teachers coming from the Hurricane Katrina area.  Mary Ann Gibbs stated that that Clark County School District has hired four teachers from the Hurricane area and ten additional applications are currently being processed.  
President Cassem thanked David Newton for providing legal services to the Commission in Mr. Auer’s absence. 

27.
Adjournment of Commission Meeting
Commissioner Ries moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:45 A.M., seconded by Vice President Luft.  The motion passed unanimously. 
