Minutes of the Meeting

 

COMMISSION ON PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS IN EDUCATION

 

January 13, 2005

 

1.         Call to Order; 2. Roll Call; and 3. Pledge of Allegiance

 

President Segura called the meeting of the Commission on Professional Standards in Education to order at 11:35 A.M. in the Board Conference Room of the Nevada Department of Education Office in Carson City, Nevada.  Roll call showed the following Commissioners present: 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:

 

Sue Segura, President

Patricia Cassem, Vice President

Dr. Vernon Luft, Commissioner

Patrick McGuire, Commissioner

Rhogenia McMillan, Commissioner

Aldeane Ries, Commissioner

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT VIA TELEPHONE: 

 

Dr. Hardy McNew, Commissioner

Marjorie Zimmerman, Commissioner

 

STAFF PRESENT:

 

Christina Harper, Secretary to the Commission

Chopin Kiang, Director of Teacher Licensure

Donna Brothers, Teacher Licensure Supervisor, Carson City Teacher Licensure Office 

 

LEGAL COUNSEL PRESENT:

 

Bob Auer, Deputy Attorney General    

 

AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE:

 

Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District 

Patti Chance, Interim Associate Dean, College of Education, University of Nevada 

Las Vegas 

Andy Latham, Client Relations Director for the Educational Testing Service

Terry Hickman, President of the Nevada State Education Association

Richard Stokes, Associate Superintendent, Carson  City School District 

Nancy Siles, Interim Chair of the Department of Special Education, University of

            Nevada Las Vegas 

Kyle Higgins, Professor, Department of Special Education, University of Nevada 

            Las Vegas 

 

A quorum of the Commission was present. 

 

Commissioner McGuire led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

4.         Approval of Agenda

 

Commissioner Cassem moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Commissioner Luft.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

5.         Approval of Minutes:  a) September 15,  2004 

 

Commissioner Ries moved to approve the September 15, 2004 minutes as submitted, seconded by Commissioner McMillan.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

6.         Fiscal Report – Review of Current Budget Account Balance

 

Mr. Kiang reviewed the FY 2005 budget status report and stated that the budget is in good shape and all of the financial obligations have been met to date.   

 

7.         Report on Middle School PRAXIS II Exam – Alignment and Cut Score Study

8.         Adoption of Middle School PRAXIS II Exam Cut Scores

 

Andy Latham, Educational Testing Service, stated that in November ETS facilitated a standard setting and content validation study with educators within Nevada to review middle school tests in English Language Arts, Math, Science and Social Studies.  There were two things that the panel was designed to accomplish:  1) review the tests to ensure that they were valid for Nevada educators; and 2) develop a recommendation, if the tests were approved, for a passing score.  Mr. Latham stated that the Panel did validate all four tests and the tests were judged to be appropriate for Nevada educators.  Mr. Latham advised that the Commission now needs to decide to approve the tests, if so when to adopt them, and the passing score. 

 

The Panel recommended the following cut scores: 

 

            Middle School English Language Arts       165

            Middle School Mathematics                        148

            Middle School Science                                150

            Middle School Social Studies                     153

 

Mr. Latham reviewed the test information data to include gender count, ethnicity count, median score, and passing scores in other states.

 

The Commission expressed concern regarding the proposed passing scores, as they are among the highest in the nation. 

 

President Segura expressed that she would like to Commission to collect more data before making a decision on the passing scores. 

 

Mr. Kiang recommended that the Commission decided on whether or not to accept the validation study for the exam first and then discuss the issue of the passing scores. 

 

Commissioner Luft moved for the acceptance of the validation study of the tests from ETS, seconded by Commissioner Ries.  Deputy Attorney General Auer stated that the purpose of accepting the validation study is to show that the four tests have been validated.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

Mr. Latham stated that the data that was reviewed by the Panel was not based on Nevada teachers. 

 

Commissioner Cassem moved to conduct a further study of the cut scores and to survey the school districts and teacher’s associations, seconded by Commissioner McMillan. 

 

Deputy Attorney General Auer suggested that the Commission allow the Department to administer the middle school tests under a No Fault Period to help determine the cut scores for Nevada.

 

Following this recommendation, Commissioner Cassem rescinded her motion and Commissioner McMillan agreed.

 

Commissioner Luft moved that the Middle School PRAXI II exams be given a No Fault Clause that would allow individuals taking the exam through a certain period of time, to be delegated to Staff, to be considered to have passed the exam and in the mean time a review of the exam scores be conducted to determine if the cut scores being recommended by ETS are appropriate or make the adjustments following the No Fault Period, seconded by Commissioner Cassem.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

9.         Alternative  Route Task Force’s Report of the Survey to School Districts

 

Commissioner McGuire stated that finally all seventeen counties have responded to the survey.  Commissioner McGuire stated that they will be developing an Alternative Route Resource Booklet with school district contacts.  Commissioner McGuire stated that he will have this booklet completed by the end of January and for review at the next Commission meeting.

 

10.       Workshop and Public Hearing for an Endorsement for Recognized Field of Teaching and Major or Minor Fields of a License to Teach Middle School or Junior High Education; Qualifications for License to Teach Middle School or Junior High School Education; and NAC 391.339 – Endorsement to Teach Mathematics in Grades 5 to 8, inclusive, Requirements; Renewal; Exceptions

 

President Segura opened the workshop at 12:08 P.M.  There were nine individuals present and two speakers. 

 

Mr. Kiang submitted the proposal for a middle school license from the Middle School Task Force.  Mr. Kiang stated that in accordance with the federal legislation No Child Left Behind and SB 1 required the Nevada Department of Education and the Commission on Professional Standards in Education to implement and adopt a Middle School License or a license to teach middle grades in middle school or junior high setting.  Mr. Kiang stated that this proposal does not alter any exiting licensure areas and creates an option to teach 7th, 8th and 9th grade in single subject areas.   There was discussion that 9th grade may either be located in a middle school or a junior high school.

 

President Segura closed the workshop at 12:16 P.M. 

 

President Segura opened the public hearing at 12:16 P.M. There were thirteen individuals present and three speakers. 

 

Ms. Dopf stated that she has received feedback from individuals relative to the middle school license.  Ms. Dopf, on behalf of Bill Hanlon, submitted comments regarding a concern that the six credits are too restrictive and the courses may not match up to the requirements listed in regulation.  Ms. Dopf suggested that 6th grade experience be recognized and that supervised teaching at the middle school level be added. 

 

Commissioner Ries clarified that the when the teacher licensure office reviews a transcript the course may not actually match up but a course description can be provided from the instructor outlining the course for course review.  Mr. Kiang stated that the teacher licensure analysts currently have flexibility to review integrated courses and determine if the course outline/description meets the requirements. 

 

Richard Stokes, Associate Superintendent of Human Resources for the Carson City School District, questioned when the regulations would go into effect and if there would be consideration given for time on the job.  Mr. Kiang responded that the regulations would go into effect immediately upon Commission adoption and this regulation targets new teachers at the middle school. 

 

The Commissioner agreed to add wording on page 127, “eight semester credits of supervised student teaching in a designated middle school/junior high school level”. 

 

Mr. Kiang stated that it is current policy at the teacher licensure office that course descriptions are reviewed by the staff to determine if the courses meet the requirements of the regulation.  The licensure staff was directed to continue with current policy with regards to reviewing courses and course descriptions. 

 

President Segura closed the public hearing at 12:43 P.M. 

 

Commissioner McMillan moved to adopt the proposed regulation - endorsement for recognized field of teaching and major or minor fields of a license to teach middle school or junior high education; Qualifications for license to teach middle school or junior high school education with amendments; and proposed amendments to NAC 391.339, seconded by Vice President Cassem.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

11.       Workshop and Public Hearing for Amendments to NAC 391.420 – Business and Industry Endorsement:  Program for Which Endorsements May be Issued; NAC 391.425 – Business and Industry Endorsement: Qualifications for Receipt and First Renewal; Endorsement for Automotive Service Technology; Endorsement for Military Science; and NAC 391.430 – Business and Industry Endorsement; Authorized Activities of Holder

 

President Segura opened the workshop at 12:51 P.M.  There were ten individuals present and one speaker.

 

Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District, stated that this was requested by the music department as they would like to expand the program.  Currently there is an ethnic music program which is popular within the District and at At-Risk Schools.  Ms. Gibbs stated that the District has no intention of interfering with the regular music program. 

 

President Segura closed the workshop at 12:51 P.M. 

 

President Segura opened the public hearing at 12:51 P.M.  There were ten individuals present and two speakers. 

 

Commissioner Luft expressed concern with the implementation and the irrevelency of the type of course work taken at the university level.  Commissioner Luft stated that these individuals have to have a methods course in occupational education or career and technical education and a methods course.  The methods course at UNR would not address anything closely related to performing arts.  Secondly they have to have a course in cooperative vocational education programs that deals with placing students in work based learning settings, how to supervise, and develop training plans.   

 

Mary Ann Gibbs stated that it had been previously verbally indicated that these teachers could take educational course work in classroom management to fulfill the requirements and would be accepted for the occupational classes. 

 

Commissioner Ries felt that this area was not appropriate to be placed in the Business and Industry Endorsement. 

 

President Segura closed the public hearing at 12:56 P.M. 

 

The Commission took no action on this item.

 

12.       Workshop and Public Hearing for Amendments to NAC 391.057 – Conditional Licensure: Qualifications; Validity; Further Education Required

 

President Segura opened the workshop at 12:58 P.M.  There were ten individuals present with one speaker.

 

Donna Brothers stated that in March 2004, the Commission eliminated the requirement for a TB test from the licensing requirement; unfortunately the conditional license was not included.  This requirement needs to be eliminated from the conditional license. 

 

President Segura closed the workshop at 12:59 P.M. 

 

President Segura opened the public hearing at 12:59 P.M.  There were ten individuals present and no speakers.

 

Vice President Cassem moved to adopt the amendments to NAC 391.057, seconded by Commissioner McMillan.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

13.       Workshop and Public Hearing for Amendments to NAC 391.0535 – Denial of License to Certain Person Licensed or Certified in Another State

 

President Segura opened the workshop at 1:00 P.M. There were ten individuals present with no speakers.

 

President Segura closed the workshop at 1:01 P.M. 

 

President Segura opened the public hearing at 1:01 P.M. There were ten individuals present with no speakers.  President Segura closed the public hearing at 1:01 P.M. 

 

Commissioner Luft moved to adopt the amendments to NAC 391.0535, seconded by Commissioner Ries.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

14.       Workshop and Public Hearing for Amendments to NAC 391.095 – Qualifications for License

 

President Segura opened the workshop at 1:03 P.M.  There were ten individuals present with one speaker. 

 

Donna Brothers stated that the elementary education license regulation, NAC 391.095, states under 1(d) there is the word “or” and that wording allows an individual with only a K-8 elementary PE license to also qualify for a regular elementary license.   

 

President Segura closed the workshop at 1:04 P.M. 

 

President Segura opened the public hearing at 1:05 P.M.  There were ten individuals present and no speakers.  President Segura closed the public hearing at 1:05 P.M. 

 

Commissioner Ries moved to adopt the amendments to NAC 391.095, seconded by Vice President Cassem.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

15.       Approval of the American Education Research (AERC) as An Evaluating Agency for Foreign Transcripts

 

Donna Brothers stated that the AERC is requesting to be added to the list of agencies to evaluate foreign transcripts.  Ms. Brothers stated that the AERC is used in several states, have been in business since 1983, and belong to a national accreditation organization. 

 

Vice President Cassem moved to approve the American Education Research (AERC) as an evaluating agency for foreign transcripts, seconded by Commissioner Ries.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

16.       Discussion Regarding the No Child Left Behind Requirements for Core subjects Licenses Issued After June 30, 2005

 

Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District, stated that under NAC 391.056 – Provisional License, any core license issued after June 30, 2005, cannot be issued if a provision is attached to the license to include course work, competency testing to be in line with No Child Left Behind requirements.  Ms. Gibbs stated that this is going to make every District within the State unable to hire teachers after June 30, 2005, if they do not already have a license issued.  Ms. Gibbs stated that Clark County currently recruits in 41 states and would not be able to bring a teacher from out of state into the District, because those states do not require the same testing as Nevada.  The District will only be able to hire teachers who are eligible under the reciprocity agreement from 31 states.  Ms. Gibbs suggested that the Commission consider changing the date to July 1, 2006.

 

The Commission requested that a workshop and public hearing be conducted on NAC 391.056 at the next meeting to modify the date to July 1, 2006 to comply with No Child Left Behind.

 

Ms. Dopf stated that the Department has offered to work with the Districts with regards to this regulation to be in compliance with No Child Left Behind but does not create an artificial time frame in advance of the July 1, 2006 effective date.  Upon questioning if this is a state statutory requirement, Ms. Dopf stated that she will research this issue and report back to the Commission at the workshop. 

 

17.       Discussion Regarding the No Child Left Behind Requirements for Special Education

 

Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District, stated that they have not received any written direction from the State Department on how the Districts will determine if special education teachers are highly qualified.  Ms. Gibbs stated that there are problems with the special education No Child Left Behind highly qualified requirements.  Ms. Gibbs stated that they do know how they are going to help, “not new to the profession teachers” anyone hired after July 1, 2003.  However any teacher hired after that date is not going to have three years of experience or a master’s degree in each of the core areas that a self-contained teacher teaches.  Ms. Gibbs stated that the District’s concern is that they have 205 teachers currently on the Option Program.  Do these regulations mean that no Option Program will be available after June 30, 2006?  Does this mean that everybody that is currently on an Option Program must complete it whether it’s been within three years by June 30, 2006? 

 

Commissioner Zimmerman stated that the Commission shares the frustration and concern with regard to rules and regulations that are being placed upon teachers.  Commissioner Zimmerman stated that it was her understanding that the new IDEA law has some provisions for HOUSSE Rules for new special education teachers.

 

Ms. Dopf stated that the current IDEA Authorization was signed by the President on December 12,  2004.  Ms. Dopf stated that Department Staff are working with experts to resolve the problems with the highly qualified requirements.  Ms. Dopf stated that the regulation from the federal government will not be forthcoming for several months.  The No Child Left Behind Act will be effective July 1, 2006 and include highly qualified requirements for special education teachers. 

 

Ms. Dopf stated that a special education teacher who is teaching core content areas must be highly qualified.  As of July 1, 2006, special education teachers must be highly qualified in at least one content area if they are teaching only one content area or if they are teaching multiple content areas.  If they are teaching multiple content areas they have an additional two years from the time of hire to become highly qualified in the other content areas they are teaching.  They can use the HOUSSE requirements to fulfill the additional content areas even if they are a new teacher.  This is different from how HOUSSE applies in other areas. 

 

Ms. Dopf stated that in regards to the area of the self-contained, there is a statement that indicates if you are working with youngsters who are in an alternative assessment mode you will be deemed to be highly qualified based upon a standard that the State sets as to what that teacher needs to demonstrate in order to be able to deliver that youngsters instruction at their level.  Ms. Dopf stated that the State Standard has not been developed.  Ms. Dopf stated that the other issue in IDEA reauthorization relative to highly qualified is that the special education license prescribed by the state is sufficient for a special education teacher to continue to work and the highly qualified is not an issue for them if they do not deliver the core content.  In a truly consultative model under inclusion, you could have a circumstance where the special education teacher is working in a collaborative team with the content deliverer, the general education teacher is not providing the primary content delivery but providing the strategies and the modifications that the youngster needs by virtue of their disability and that teacher would not have to come under the highly qualified content area.  This is in a model where the youngster is being served in a general education curriculum where there is a teacher of record providing the core content that is highly qualified pursuant to NCLB. 

 

Upon questioning if the special education Option Program is legal pursuant to NCLB, Ms. Dopf responded that the Department is researching this issue and do not a final answer at this time.  Ms. Dopf stated that the Department will work with all Districts to provide training and materials and are sensitive to the demands of IDEA on Nevada.

 

18.       Discuss Concern Regarding the Special Education Option Program for Autism

 

Mary Ann Gibbs stated that the Option Program for Autism is available only through June 30, 2005.  Ms. Gibbs stated that Clark County School District has 60 teachers on the Autism Option Program and 22 openings for autism teachers.  If the Option Program is eliminated, then there won’t be any autism teachers available.  Ms. Gibbs recommended that the Commission hold a workshop and public hearing to extend the date for the Autism Option Program.

 

The Commission agreed to hold a workshop and public hearing at the next meeting to discuss the Option Program and extending the date for that program.

 

19.       Review and Possible Changes to Meeting Schedule

 

The Commission amended the meeting schedule.  The Commission cancelled the meeting for February 24, 2005.  The Commission will hold meetings on March 10, 2005 in Las Vegas and May 12, 2005 in Carson City. 

 

20.       Update of Task Force Activities

 


• 
Administrative Task  Force

 

Commissioner Ries stated that the Administrative Task Force has not met.    

 


• 
Middle School Task  Force

 

Commissioner McMillan thanked Co-Chair Zimmerman and the members of the Middle School Task Force for all of their hard work on the middle school licensure. 

 

21.       Future Agenda Items

 

The following items were noted to be on the next meeting agenda: 

 


• 
Final Report of Alternative Route to Licensure Task Force;


• 
Workshop and public  hearing for NAC 391.056;


• 
Workshop and public  hearing for Option Program for Autism;


• 
Update for highly  qualified requirements for special education teachers. 

 

Upon questioning by President Segura, Mr. Kiang stated that he will transmit the information within the next week regarding the middle school PRAXIS II exam to all school districts.

 

22.       Comments From Public

 

Terry Hickman, High School Counselor and President of the Nevada State Education Association, commented that the 2005 date dealt with paraprofessionals and their ability to be highly qualified and thought that all dates were changed to comply with No Child Left Behind.  Mr. Hickman expressed support for the implementation date of July 1, 2006.  Mr. Hickman questioned the provisional licensure and if out of state applicants are going to be able to be deemed highly qualified.  Ms. Brothers stated with the definition of “full licensure” specifically excluded Nevada School Law, Nevada Constitution, and U.S. Constitution.  It only included competency testing in the core academic subjects.  A teacher can be considered highly qualified and still have a provision on the license for Nevada School Law, Nevada Constitution, and U.S. Constitution, and has three years in which to remove the provisions. 

 

23.       Comments from Staff

 

Mr. Kiang introduced Mark Owens as the new evaluation and planning consultant in the Las Vegas Licensure Office.  Mr. Owens will be overseeing the ETS Teacher Competency Program, Title II Data and Research Information Reporting, and assisting the Director in Teacher Education Programs in the licensure area. 

 

24.       Comments from Commissioners

 

There were no comments from Commissioners.

 

25.       Adjournment of Commission Meeting

 

President Segura adjourned the meeting at 1:51 P.M. 

 

 
