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Minutes of the Meeting 

STATE OF NEVADA – DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

COMMISSION ON PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS IN EDUCATION

February 2, 2006
1.
Call to Order; 2. Roll Call; and 3. Pledge of Allegiance
President Cassem called the meeting of the Commission on Professional Standards in Education to order at 9:30 A.M. in the 2nd Floor Board Conference Room of the Nevada Department of Education Office in Las Vegas, Nevada.  Roll call showed the following Commissioners present:  

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: 

Patricia Cassem, President 

Dr. Vernon Luft, Vice President 

Carol Lark, Commissioner 

Patrick McGuire, Commissioner 

Dr. Hardy McNew, Commissioner 

Fred Perdomo, Commissioner 

Aldeane Ries, Commissioner 

Rhogenia McMillan, Commissioner 

Marjorie Zimmerman, Commissioner 
STAFF PRESENT: 

Christina Harper, Secretary to the Commission 

Dr. Jerry Barbee, Director of Teacher Licensure 

Mark Owen, Las Vegas Teacher Licensure 

Karen Chessell, Family Consumer Science Consultant  
LEGAL COUNSEL PRESENT: 

There was no legal counsel present, but was available by phone if necessary.      

AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE: 

Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District 

William Speer, Associate Dean, College of Education, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Francine Mayfield, Director of Education for Nevada State College 
Rob Locatelli, Sierra Nevada College 
Catherine Jackson, Washoe County School District 

Debbie Cahill, Nevada State Education Association 

Alice Corkier, University of Nevada Las Vegas 

Marilyn Sue Ford, University of Nevada Las Vegas 

A quorum of the Commission was present.  

Commissioner Zimmerman led the pledge of allegiance.  

4.
Approval of Agenda
Commissioner Ries moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Vice President Luft.  The motion passed unanimously. 

5.
Approval of Minutes:  a) December 16, 2005 

Commissioner Zimmerman requested the following amendment on page 10, Item 18, 2nd paragraph, 2nd line, “…and there [hasn’t] haven’t been any…”  
Commissioner Zimmerman moved to approve the December 16, 2005 minutes as amended, seconded by Commissioner Ries.  The motion passed unanimously. 

6.
Fiscal Report – Review of Current Budget Account Balance
Dr. Jerry Barbee, noted that year to date the licensure office has received $475,545 in licensure fees and $160,875 in fingerprinting fees.  Dr. Barbee noted that the fingerprinting fees are a wash, as the money received is paid directly to the FBI.  
Dr. Barbee stated that $4,737.23 is currently available for Commission expenses, and stated that the Commission’s operating and travel budget is in good shape.  There are adequate funds for the Commission to operate.  

Dr. Barbee stated that at the next meeting the Department will present a request to consider reviewing licensure fees and the possibility of a study on the licensure fees for the future.  
7.
Review and Possible Approval of a Proposal to Allow the Exception to Allow Elementary and Middle School Teachers Who Have Successfully Completed the Middle School Math Certificate Program to Teach Algebra in 8th Grade for Credit
Bill Hanlon, Director of the Southern Nevada Regional Professional Development Program, stated that a couple of years ago they established a certificated middle school program as a way to better prepare teachers at the middle school level.  The SNRPD wanted to ensure that teachers have the content knowledge and pedological skills for a particular grade cluster.  
Mr. Hanlon stated that there is a shortage of math teachers at the secondary level.  Mr. Hanlon stated that currently approximately 200 teachers have successfully completed the middle school certificate program and have received 16 credits in mathematics.   
Mr. Hanlon stated that he is requesting an exception to the regulation when the Superintendent of Public Instruction identifies an area of teacher shortage or critical need, and for that exception to sunset when that area is no longer identified as an area of critical need.  
Mr. Hanlon offered that for a teacher to receive the exception, the teachers would have to successfully complete the program; agree and sign off to receive further professional development; and would have to allow the RPDP into the classroom to provide coaching.  Mr. Hanlon stated that the added benefit is that the program get teachers into the math class and then encourages these teachers to take the additional coursework to obtain the comprehensive minor math endorsement.  The goal of the program is to get fully qualified math teachers into the classrooms.  
Commissioner Zimmerman stated that she has heard good things about the rigor of the program.  Upon questioning by Commissioner Zimmerman, Mr. Hanlon stated that this middle school program is now offered at sites throughout the state. 

Upon questioning by Vice President Luft, Mr. Hanlon stated that these teachers do receive university credit that is being accepted by UNLV and Southern Utah University towards the master’s program.  
Commissioner Perdomo questioned how this would affect a secondary math teacher who takes all of the required courses and passes the PRAXIS exam.  Mr. Hanlon responded that he would be in favor of these teachers in the middle school certificate program enrolling in a program to become fully licensed and take the PRAXIS exam.  Mr. Hanlon stated that his request addresses the current situation where there are unqualified teachers in math classrooms and those students cannot get a math credit with an unqualified math teacher.  
Commissioner McNew questioned if the Commission had the authority to grant an exception and stated that he fully supports this program.  Following a discussion, the Commission consented that they did not have the authority to grant exceptions, as that is a responsibility of the Superintendent of Public Instruction and agreed that the Commission could endorse the program.  

Commissioner Lark moved that the Commission refer to the Superintendent for action on this issue, seconded by Commissioner Ries.  
Following a discussion, Commissioner Perdomo moved to amend the motion to include that the Commission endorse the middle school math teacher program allowing teachers to teach middle school algebra for high school credit.  Teachers will have three years to complete a math minor and pass the PRAXIS with the three year program, seconded by Commissioner McGuire.  
President Cassem called for a vote on the amendment to the motion.  The amendment to the motion passed unanimously.  

President Cassem called for a vote on the amended motion. The amended motion passed unanimously. 

8.
Public Hearing to Consider Amendments and Solicit Comments for LCB File No. R222-05; NAC 391.131 – Single-Subject Major and Minor and NAC 391.1312 – Restrictions on Hours of Credit for Certain Subjects – to add “Dance” as a Single Subject Major
President Cassem opened the public hearing at 10:00 A.M.  There were twelve individuals in attendance and no public comments.  
Dr. Barbee stated that this was a request from the Clark County School District to add an endorsement to teach dance.  Currently, individuals with a baccalaureate degree in dance cannot obtain an endorsement to teach dance.   

President Cassem closed the public hearing at 10:03 A.M. 

Commissioner Zimmerman moved that dance be added as a single subject major to NAC 391.131 and NAC 391.1312, seconded by Commissioner McNew.  The motion passed unanimously. 
9.
Public Hearing to Consider Amendments and Solicit Comments for LCB File No. R223-05; NAC 391.13082 – Major or Minor in Home Economics; NAC 391.036 – Tests of Competency Required for Initial License; Exemptions; Failure to Comply, Administration of Tests; NAC 391.120 – Qualifications for License; 
NAC 391.1301 – Comprehensive Majors and Minors
President Cassem opened the public hearing at 10:05 A.M.  There were eleven individuals present and one public comment.  
Karen Chessell, Family and Consumer Science Consultant, stated that the Task Force met on November 28, 2005 to review and recommended changes to the current regulations.  Ms. Chessell reviewed the Task Force membership and stated that there was diverse representation on the task force.  
Ms. Chessell recommended, in addition to the proposed changes, that in Section 4, NAC 391.13082, be amended to read, “1.  Foods or Culinary.”  

Ms. Chessell stated that the recommended changes are in response to the course title and course description changes at the university level. 

President Cassem closed the public hearing at 11:10 A.M. 

Vice President Luft stated that the proposed changes will help qualified individuals obtain an endorsement in family consumer science without watering down the requirements.  

Vice President Luft moved that the amendments to NAC 391.13082, NAC 391.036, NAC 391.120, NAC 391.1301 be approved as presented, but that under NAC 391.13082, Section 4, Item 1, read “Foods or Culinary”, seconded by McMillan.  The motion passed unanimously. 

10.
Review of the Current Requirements of NAC 391.036(2)(f), And a Review of the Course of Study Requirements to Satisfy the Pre-Professional Skills Test (PPST) in Basic Reading, Writing, and Mathematics.  Possibility of Appointing a Task Force to Review the List of Courses
Dr. Barbee explained that in a 2004 memorandum, from Superintendent Rheault, in reference to meeting the requirements of the PPST an individual may take a course if unsuccessful in passing the exam, in lieu of taking the exam a second time.  Dr. Barbee stated that the Department has begun to notice problems, depending on the location of the courses identified as there is a discrepancy in course titles.  Dr. Barbee stated that there is an agreement between the Department of Education and the University System for individuals to take these courses.  
Dr. Barbee requested that the Commission appoint a Task Force to review the course offerings via course number and streamline the process to make it easier for individuals to complete this requirement. 

Commissioner Zimmerman volunteered to chair this task force.  Vice President Luft and Commissioner McGuire volunteered to serve on the task force.  Dr. Barbee and his staff will also be available for task force meetings.  Dr. Barbee will provide additional names for participation on the task force to Commissioner Zimmerman. 

11.
Discussion Regarding Request from Clark County School District for Amendments to NAC 391.057 and 391.058 – Conditional License to Add All Critical Shortage Teaching Areas to the Conditional License
Lena Gutierrez, Clark County School District, stated one of the problems that they have been facing is that the conditional license is inconsistent in the number of credits each area requires and would like to have the number of credits unified.  Ms. Gutierrez would also like the regulation to be amended to allow three years for the individual to take the specific coursework that is necessary to obtain a major in the subject area and take the PRAXIS exam; broaden the area of special needs as addressed in an IEP; and clarify that an individual would need to have the required three years of contracted teaching experience AND five evaluations.  Ms. Gutierrez recommended that after two weeks (80 hours) of training that the conditional license teacher be placed in the classroom for the remaining 40 hours with a mentor teacher and then report back to the District.  Ms. Gutierrez stated that these changes are for areas of high need as identified by the Superintendent of Public Instruction.  
Commissioner Zimmerman expressed concern with regard to the number of training hours that the individual would have prior to going into the classroom.  
Commissioner Lark stated that it is a good idea for those individuals to be in the classroom to obtain that experience, as long as the District provides guidance and mentorship to that individual. 

Vice President Luft suggested that additional input is needed, as in a public workshop and hearing.  

The Commission agreed to assemble a statewide task force to review this proposal and discuss other options.  Commissioner McGuire volunteered to chair this task force with help from the Nevada Department of Education staff.  Commissioners Perdomo and McMillan volunteered to be members of the task force.  The following individuals also volunteered to participate on the task force:  Lena Gutierrez – Clark County School District, Dr. William Speers – University of Nevada Las Vegas, and Dr. Mayfield – Nevada State College.  
12.
Update of Task Force Activities
The Home Economics Task Force – It was noted that this Task Force has completed their activities.  
It was noted that two new task forces have been formed:  1) Review of the Consistency of Courses in Lieu of the PPST Task Force and 2) The Alternative Route Conditional Licensure for Areas of Critical Need Task Force.  

13.
Future Agenda Items
The following items were noted to be on the next meeting agenda:  

· Discussion and review the possibility of a licensure fee increase – Dr. Barbee;  
· Task Force Updates.  

14.
Comments From Public

Dr. Mayfield, Nevada State College, thanked the Commission for the consideration of the alternative route to licensure program.  Dr. Mayfield stated that they understand in the system of higher education that there is a need for this type of licensure due to the critical shortage areas, but expressed that there are many alternatives that have not yet been explored.  Dr. Mayfield stated that the system of higher education needs to be more responsive to community needs.  Dr. Mayfield encouraged the Commission to be aware of the differences in facility accreditation and teacher licensure requirements.  
15.
Comments from Staff
Dr. Barbee stated that the Licensure Office is currently in the process of imaging all of the licensure files, to date approximately 5,000 files (20,000 documents) have been imaged with approximately 45,000-48,000 files to go.  Dr. Barbee stated that he will be meeting with another state agency that is also currently imaging documents using the same process to discuss how their process is going and any problems/solutions they have encountered.  
16.
Comments from Commissioners
There were no comments from Commissioners. 
17.
Adjournment of Commission Meeting
Commissioner Zimmerman moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:05 A.M., seconded by Commissioner Ries.  The motion passed unanimously. 

