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Minutes of the Meeting 

STATE OF NEVADA – DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

COMMISSION ON PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS IN EDUCATION

November 3, 2006
1.
Call to Order; 2. Roll Call; and 3. Pledge of Allegiance
President Luft called the meeting of the Commission on Professional Standards in Education to order at 9:45 A.M. in the Board Conference Room of the Nevada Department of Education Office in Carson City, Nevada.  Roll call showed the following Commissioners present:  

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: 

Dr. Vernon Luft, President 

Carol Lark, Vice President 

Patricia Cassem, President 

Patrick McGuire, Commissioner 

Rhogenia McMillan, Commissioner 

Dr. Hardy McNew, Commissioner 

Fred Perdomo, Commissioner 

Aldeane Ries, Commissioner 

Marjorie Zimmerman, Commissioner 
STAFF PRESENT: 

Christina Harper, Secretary to the Commission 

Gloria Dopf, Deputy Superintendent of Instructional, Research and Evaluative Services   

Donna Brothers, Supervisor, Teacher Licensure Office 
LEGAL COUNSEL PRESENT: 

Dr. Edward Irvin, Deputy Attorney General      

AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE: 

Dr. William Speer, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Dr. Marilyn Ford, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Catherine Jackson, Washoe County School District 

Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District 

Francey Dennis, UOP Northern Nevada   

It was determined that a quorum of the Commission was present.  

Commissioner McNew led the pledge of allegiance.  

4.
Approval of Agenda
Commissioner Ries moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Commissioner Zimmerman.  The motion passed unanimously. 

5.
Approval of Minutes:  a) September 15, 2006 

President Luft questioned if under Item 9, if the last sentence in the first paragraph should read, “responses were received from approximately 200 program completers” instead of how is now reads, “was sent to approximately 200 program completers”.  Mrs. Harper responded that she would research this issue and correct the minutes if needed.  

Commissioner Ries moved to approve the September 15, 2006 minutes, with a possible correction, seconded by Commissioner Cassem.  The motion passed unanimously. 

6.
Fiscal Report – Review of Current Budget Account Balance
Ms. Dopf stated that in the absence of Dr. Barbee, the Fiscal Report will be postponed until the January 2007 meeting.  At the January meeting Dr. Barbee will present a simplified one page fiscal report.  

7.
Update of Nevada Department of Education Activities
Ms. Dopf stated that included in the packet was the “Nevada Educator Recruitment Initiative Year Two Report” presented by Teachers-Teachers.com.  Teachers-Teachers.com has an agreement with the State Department of Education to provide and maintain an online recruitment and application process and provide quarterly reports to the Department.  Teachers-Teachers.com provides Nevada school members with access to the nation’s largest and most diverse database of teaching candidates.  Through extensive and unique in-state and out-of-state marketing campaigns, the number of licensed teachers in the database with interest in Nevada education positions continues to grow.  It was indicated that during the third year, the Nevada Recruitment Coordinator will focus on increasing the activity of the members on the site, both with current postings and direct marketing e-mails.  
Commissioner Ries expressed concern that the report only contains recruitment data and requested that the report include employment data for the whole picture.  Ms. Dopf responded that when the report was written the employment data was not yet available.  Commissioner Ries suggested that the report not be released until all of the data, including the employment data, is received.  Ms. Dopf stated that Teachers-Teachers.com will be reporting the employment data and a supplemental report with the employment data to the Commission.  Ms. Dopf stated that the Department will work toward including the employment data into the original report.  
Ms. Dopf reported that the TQTF Task Force will be meeting in November to discuss the alignment of licensure requirements, course offerings, school requirements, and the Standards.  Ms. Dopf will provide an update at the January meeting.  

8.
Discuss the Impact of the Math Major and Minor Cut Scores of the Math Praxis II Content Knowledge Test
President Luft stated that the cut score for the Math Major Praxis II Content Knowledge Test is 144 and the Math Minor cut score is 133.  The concern is that an individual can obtain an endorsement to teach math without meeting the Math Major cut score and only meeting the Math Minor cut score as that is the State’s requirement to obtain an endorsement.  President Luft stated that this has the potential to affect a college/university national accreditation.  President Luft proposed that the Commission review and discuss the impact of the Math Major and Minor cut scores. Math is the only area that has a cut score for the major and minor.  
Commissioner Cassem expressed concern than an individual’s ability to teach math is determined by an exam and stated that math is a high need critical area.  Commissioner Cassem stated that she feels that the cut scores set an artificial barrier for individuals who want to teach math.  Commissioner Cassem encouraged the Commission to discuss the possibility of reducing the cut scores to the national average or considering having one cut score.   

Commissioner Zimmerman stated that a median cut score of 136 is more manageable for individuals to pass the exam and suggested that the Commission consider adopting a median score of 136.  
Commissioner Perdomo stated that a test score does not determine a “good teacher” and supported one cut score of 133 for the math praxis exam.  Commissioner Perdomo also stated that the demand for math teachers in Nevada is high, so lowering the score would allow more individuals the opportunity to pass the exam.  
Commissioner Ries stated that test scores do not equal an individual’s ability to teach or the quality of that teaching.  Commissioner Ries stated that the Commission needs to ensure that students have licensed teachers not substitute teachers in the classroom. 

Vice President Lark suggested that the Commission consider one cut score for the math praxis exam. 

President Luft stated that the math departments at UNR and UNLV are in favor of reducing the cut score and eliminating the minor cut score for the math praxis exam.  
Ms. Dopf recommended that the Commission place this issue for discussion and action on the next agenda, in order to provide the public with sufficient notice that the Commission is considering having one cut score and reducing that cut score for the math praxis exam.  Deputy Attorney Irvin concurred with this recommendation. 

The Commission reviewed information of what the cut scores are for math in other states and the percentage of individuals that would pass at certain cut scores.  

Deputy Attorney General Irvin recommended that in order to not violate the Open Meeting Law, the motion not contain a specific cut score.  President Luft suggested that the determination and approval of the actual cut score be discussed at the next meeting.  

Dr. William Speer, University of Nevada – Las Vegas, stated that he is in support of reducing the cut score and that there are many things that make a good math teacher. 

Commissioner Cassem moved that the Commission place on the next agenda a discussion regarding amending/reducing the cut score for the major and minor in mathematics for the purpose of teacher certification, seconded by Commissioner Ries.  The motion passed unanimously.  
9.
Legislative Update 
Ms. Dopf stated that Dr. Rheault has received a letter from the Legislative Committee on Education (LCE), directing the Nevada Department of Education to coordinate a meeting between the Commission on Professional Standards in Education, the Council to Establish Academic Standards, and the Commission on Educational Technology for the purpose of developing a statewide plan for the integration of technology into the delivery of instruction.  The plan should link student achievement to the use of technology and should incorporate measurable data indicators.  It was indicated that the LEC believes that possible topics of mutual interest include pl.anning and delivery instruction, data-driven decision making, student assessments, individualized student learning, preparation for postsecondary workforce, education in a global economy, teacher/administrator education, and licensing including recertification. 

Ms. Dopf stated that Dr. Rheault is in the process of scheduling the meeting and will notify all involved via e-mail with regard to the date, time, and location of the meeting.  
10.
Update from the Art Task Force  
President Luft stated that he appointed Commissioner McMillan as the Art Task Force Chair.  Commissioner McMillan stated that the membership of the Task Force has been determined and the first meeting of the Task Force is tentatively scheduled for November 16, 2006 via video conference at the Nevada Department of Education offices in Carson City and Las Vegas.  
11.
Update from the Music Task Force 
President Luft stated that he is the chair of the Music Task Force and the membership of the Task Force has been determined.  The first meeting of the Task Force has been scheduled and posted for December 7, 2006 beginning at 3:30 P.M. via video conference at the Nevada Department of Education offices in Carson City and Las Vegas.  
12.
Request to Amend NAC 391.225 – Endorsement to Teach Drivers’ Education 
Ms. Brothers requested that the Commission amend NAC 391.225, Endorsement to Teach Drivers’ Education, in order for this endorsement to be placed on the K-12 license, such as art, music, special education, etc.  A K-12 special license is a stand alone license.  Currently, the drivers’ education endorsement can only be placed on a secondary license.  This amendment would allow more individuals the opportunity to have this endorsement placed on their special license.  
President Luft directed staff to place a workshop and public hearing to amend 
NAC 391.225 as requested by Ms. Brothers on the January agenda.  
13.
Update on What Other States are Doing With Regards to Requiring English as a Second Language Training for Teachers

Ms. Dopf stated that Dr. Barbee has provided a comparison of English as Second Language requirements by state.  Ms. Dopf stated that Nevada requires the grade level for the TESL endorsement to match the grade level of the license.  This is a unique requirement for Nevada.  
Commissioner Cassem stated that the information provided by Dr. Barbee is not the issue she raised at the last meeting.  Commissioner Cassem stated that the issue she raised is that Nevada has a significant population of students that do not understand English and what are other states doing in order to accommodate teacher training to be able to teach those students.  
Commissioner Cassem requested information as to what other states are doing in providing training/skills to teachers, in order for all teachers to be able to teach ESL students and how to better prepare all teachers for the ESL student.  
Ms. Dopf will clarify this with Dr. Barbee and try to provide the requested information at the January meeting. 

President Luft stated that to ensure that students come out of an educational program with this knowledge, this may need to be a licensure requirement and in order for this to be accomplished, UNR would have to hire two full time faculty members and add to an already full curriculum for students.  President Luft stated at UNR in the elementary education program ESL instruction has been integrated into required coursework; the secondary education program has recently been revised to include ESL coursework into the program.  President Luft advised that UNR has secured a grant for the past five years that provides in-service and instruction for teachers to receive their TESL endorsement.  
Commissioner Cassem stated that she does not want to add another requirement to the curriculum, but wants to ensure that the needs of the ESL student are met.  

Ms. Dopf stated that other states are looking at targeted coursework in the renewal of a license and tied to professional development.  

Dr. Marilyn Ford stated that at UNLV for an undergraduate in elementary education, beginning in the Fall 2006, the requirement is two courses in ESL.  In the secondary undergraduate education program, beginning in the Fall of 2006, the ESL component will be embedded in coursework and graduate courses will be offered in two different avenues.   
President Luft offered that the challenge will be for teachers hired from out of state to determine what training they have received in ESL.  

The Commission agreed to have this as a continuing agenda item for discussion and how this impacts the ESL students. 

14.
Update of Task Force Activities
Commissioner Zimmerman stated that she continues to work on forming the task force and the current regulations are in the process of being placed on the web site.  
15.
Future Agenda Items
The following items were noted to be on the next meeting agenda:  

· Update and report from the NAC 391 Consistency Task Force; 

· Legislative Update; 

· Update and Recommendations from the Art Task Force; 

· Update and Recommendations from the Music Task Force; 

· Discuss amending/reducing math praxis cut score; 

· Possible approval of reduced math praxis cut score; 

· Workshop and Public Hearing for NAC 391.225 – Endorsement to Teach Drivers’ Education; 

· Discuss proposal from Dr. Marilyn Ford with regard to options for student teachers for foreign trained teachers; 

· Update of information on what other states are doing in terms of requiring or offering training for teachers in the teaching of English as a second language students.    

Commissioner Hardy suggested that the Nevada State Education Association (NSEA) may be able to assist in the gathering of data of what other states and schools districts within Nevada are doing to help teachers with skills for ESL students.  Commissioner Hardy suggested that a major field study may need to be conducted in order to gather the necessary information. 

Commissioner Cassem stated that she would like a discussion on if this training should be handled pre-service, post-service, and how this area is being handled in Nevada’s school districts and other states; and how should Nevada handle this issue if there is a need in the ESL area.  
Commissioner McMillan stated that she will inquire with NSEA if they have this information. 

Upon questioning by President Luft, Ms. Dopf responded that she will have Dr. Barbee tap into the state licensing director’s network to gather information.  It was suggested that Title III individuals at the state level may have information that the Commission is looking for.  
Upon questioning by Commissioner Ries, Ms. Dopf responded that each school and school district must submit Improvement Plans to the Nevada Department of Education and Nevada Legislature and often include plans that address the needs of the ESL student.  

16.
Comments From Public

Dr. Marilyn Ford stated that as the graduate coordinator for UNLV, she sees a lot of individuals who have non-teaching degrees, want to become licensed, and are looking for a more traditional route to licensure.  Dr. Ford stated that there has been an influx of teachers from foreign countries.  Dr. Ford stated that a transcript from Europe will show that an individual has a master’s degree; the master’s degree includes one year of internship, which does not show up on the transcript.  
Dr. Ford requested that the Commission review/discuss this issue and discuss options in lieu of student teaching.  The Commission requested that Dr. Ford develop a proposal for discussion at the next meeting.  

17.
Comments from Staff
There were no staff comments.  
18.
Comments from Commissioners
Commissioner Zimmerman questioned if there was an avenue for retired teachers, who have let their license lapse, to be grandfathered in and obtain a license due to the teacher shortage in Nevada.  

Ms. Brothers responded that pursuant to NAC 391.052 and NAC 391.036, if a teacher retires they can reapply for a license within three (3) years of the expiration of their previous license or retirement date and they are not penalized.  Ms. Brothers pointed out that the resignation of a teacher who lets their license lapse does not apply to this regulation.  
Ms. Dopf added that the teacher would still need to fulfill the highly qualified requirement of No Child Left Behind.  

19.
Adjournment of Commission Meeting
Commissioner Cassem moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:20 A.M., seconded by Commissioner Ries.  The motion passed unanimously.   
