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Minutes of the Meeting 

STATE OF NEVADA – DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

COMMISSION ON PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS IN EDUCATION

September 15, 2006
1.
Call to Order; 2. Roll Call; and 3. Pledge of Allegiance
President Cassem called the meeting of the Commission on Professional Standards in Education to order at 9:55 A.M. in the 2nd Floor Board Conference Room of the Nevada Department of Education Office in Las Vegas, Nevada.  Roll call showed the following Commissioners present:  

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: 

Patricia Cassem, President 

Carol Lark, Commissioner 

Patrick McGuire, Commissioner 

Rhogenia McMillan, Commissioner 

Dr. Hardy McNew, Commissioner 

Fred Perdomo, Commissioner 

Aldeane Ries, Commissioner 

Marjorie Zimmerman, Commissioner 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:  

Dr. Vernon Luft, Vice President – excused 

STAFF PRESENT: 

Christina Harper, Secretary to the Commission 

Gloria Dopf, Deputy Superintendent of Instructional, Research and Evaluative Services   

Dr. Jerry Barbee, Director of Teacher Licensure  

LEGAL COUNSEL PRESENT: 

Richard I. Dreitzer, Deputy Attorney General      

AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE: 

Dr. William Speer, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Dorothy M. Nolan, Nevada State Board of Education Member Liaison  

A quorum of the Commission was present.  

Commissioner McMillan led the pledge of allegiance.  

4.
Approval of Agenda
Commissioner McNew moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Commissioner Zimmerman.  The motion passed unanimously. 

5.
Approval of Minutes:  a) August 11, 2006 

Commissioner Ries moved to approve the August 11, 2006 minutes as submitted, seconded by Commissioner McMillan.  The motion passed unanimously. 

6.
Fiscal Report – Review of Current Budget Account Balance
Dr. Barbee advised that there is approximately $1.4 million in the work program budget.  Dr. Barbee stated that to date approximately $500,000 has been received in revenue and $103,000 has been expended.  Dr. Barbee stated that the increase in fees was implemented on August 1st.  
Dr. Barbee advised that the Commission’s budget is in good shape and the only expenditure has been a small amount in the travel category. 

7.
Update of Nevada Department of Education Activities
Ms. Dopf reported on the activities of the Legislative Committee on Education at their August 29th meeting.  The following are items that could have an impact on the Commission on Professional Standards in Education: 
· Dr. Rheault will be requested, in the form of a letter, to coordinate a meeting between the Professional Standards Commission, the Council to Establish Academic Standards, and the Technology Commission prior to the beginning of the Legislative Session to bring forth some recommendations for joint discussion, particularly how technology impacts student achievement and discuss common goals and planning to avoid an overlap of responsibilities.  
· There is a reserve Bill Draft Request (BDR) regarding a teacher induction and mentoring program.  
· A Bill Draft Request for the adoption of the Gateway curriculum and Gateway Graduation requirement.  The Gateway program was adopted by the Washoe County School District in effect for this year’s freshman class.  It essentially increases the math requirement by one credit (with a specific expectation for algebra and geometry), the science requirement by one credit with two labs courses, and the social studies requirement increased to three credits.  Ms. Dopf stated that this could have an impact on teacher licensure if there is a statute that requires this type of additional courses in math, science and social studies.  
Upon questioning by Commissioner Lark, Ms. Dopf responded that there currently is no “opt out” program for students included in the BDR, except for adjusted diploma students.  There is an “opt out” program in the Washoe County School District model, which allows a student, with parental and administrative participation, to opt out of the Gateway curriculum. 
Commissioner Ries questioned if the Legislative Education Committee was provided information of why the Gateway Program would be beneficial for ALL students.  Ms. Dopf responded that the Gateway Program was brought forth by the Washoe County School District and all of the research and information was provided to the Committee.  

Commissioner Perdomo questioned if there has been a study of the impact of this program on other programs within the school district, such as vocational programs.  Ms. Dopf responded that the research included models from other states as well other school districts that had this type of curriculum and includes how it would impact vocational programs.   

Commissioner Ries stated that she does not support this BDR and stated that the curriculum needs to address the needs of ALL students, not just the college-bound student.  Ms. Dopf responded that the Gateway Program is not just for college-bound students and this program is intended to help students to be work force ready.  

Dr. Barbee provided an update on AB 206 – “Special Qualifications License”, currently approximately 10-11 individuals have applied for this license.  The Department of Education is in the process of developing a matrix that identifies what area an individual may teach with a specific major.  Dr. Barbee stated that the Department envisions the matrix to be a working matrix.  

Dr. Barbee stated with the implementation of the increase in fees, the Department of Education revised the licensure process and now print an individual’s license when they walk in to the Las Vegas office with all of the required documentation/information for a license.  An application that arrives by mail takes a little longer to process, but if an individual mails in the application and then comes into the licensure office; the application is processed that same day as they come into the office.  
8.
Election of President and Vice President for the 2006-2007 Year
Ms. Dopf opened the nominations for President.  Commissioner Ries nominated Vern Luft as President, seconded by Commissioner Cassem.  There were no further nominations for president.  
Commissioner McNew moved to elect Vern Luft as President, seconded by Commissioner Ries.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Ms. Dopf requested that Commissioner Cassem continue the duties as President for the remainder of this meeting, due to the absence of Commissioner Luft.  
Ms. Dopf opened the nominations for Vice President.  Commissioner Ries nominated Carol Lark as Vice President, seconded by Commissioner Perdomo.  There were no further nominations for vice president.  
Commissioner Cassem moved to elect Carol Lark as Vice President, seconded by Commissioner McNew.  The motion passed unanimously. 

9.
Submit Follow-Up Report of the 2004-05 Teacher Education Program Completers and Their Supervisors 
Dr. Barbee stated that eleven approved programs participated in the survey and the report includes responses from seven of those institutions.  Dr. Barbee stated that the Nevada Association of Teacher Educators will be meeting on October 6th to discuss this project and determine what can be done to increase participation and increase the quality of the report.  Dr. Barbee stated that the survey was developed by a State Task Force Committee and responses were received from approximately 200 program completers and 67 supervisors.    

Dr. Barbee reviewed results of the report and reviewed the following recommendations: 

1. It is recommended that representatives of the entities reconvene to evaluate the process for conducting this year’s study and revise the process accordingly.  

2. It is recommended that the process be evaluated and revised which will increase the number of participants in future studies.  

3. It is recommended that the process be reviewed and revised to ensure that all program completers who obtained their teacher preparation in the State of Nevada participate in the annual Teacher Education Program study.  

4. The ultimate goal is that each institution review this report, and where applicable, improve and/or implement activities, which will lead to the production of a highly qualified and skilled teacher workforce.  

Dr. Barbee stated that this is a working document and for positive outcomes to occur, this report will need to be reviewed and, where appropriate, implemented by Nevada’s teacher education programs.  Conducting annual studies to address the production of quality educators should continue to be a “working process”.  This year’s report provided very positive responses, as well as, identifying some areas which need improvement.  In the future, it is recommended that the exiting process be reviewed for improvement and that efforts be taken to increase the number of participants in this study.  It is also recommended that every effort be taken to ensure that participants of all teacher education programs, including non-traditional entities such as the Alternative Route to Licensure, Troops to Teach, and others as they develop.  
Vice President Lark suggested that the Department get more individuals to respond to the survey to be able to truly assess what is happening.  Commissioner McMillan suggested contacting the teachers union as an option to increase the response rate.  
10.
Review Draft Letter to Dr. Rheault Regarding the Department of Education Obtaining Quality Video Conferencing Equipment 
Commissioner Cassem stated that the proposed letter is regarding the updating of the technology needs in the Department of Education for video conferencing equipment.  The last meeting of the Commission was to be held via video conference, the equipment failed and the meeting had to be held via telephone between Carson and Las Vegas.  The Commission would like to be able to hold meetings via video conference to allow individuals the opportunity to attend the meetings and provide input.  
Richard I. Dreitzer, Deputy Attorney General, offered that video conferencing is available through the legislative buildings.  Ms. Dopf stated that in looking at other facilities for video conferencing, the Commission needs to be aware that video conferencing is not available through the legislative buildings during the legislative session and there is the chance that our meeting could be bumped from the schedule from the entities that have priority to that particular facility.   

Following corrections and additions to the letter, Commissioner Ries moved to accept the letter, as revised, to be sent to Dr. Rheault regarding video conferencing needs, seconded by Vice President Lark.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Ms. Dopf stated that in anticipation of this request, the Department of Education included in the enhancement portion of the budget, a request to upgrade the video conferencing equipment and this letter of support will help in obtaining approval for the video conferencing request. 

11.
Review NAC 391.215 – Endorsement to Teach Art and NAC 391.220 – Endorsement As Professional Teacher of Art and the Possible Appointment of a Task Force 
Commissioner Cassem stated that this request came from President Luft, who stated that there is concern at the university level that the requirements in the endorsements to teach art are out of date and the universities would like the Commission to review the endorsements and update as necessary. 
Commissioner McMillan moved to form a task force to review NAC 391.215 and 391.220 – art endorsements, seconded by Commissioner Zimmerman.  The motion passed unanimously. 

The Commission agreed to have President Luft appoint the members of the art task force. 

12.
Review NAC 391.270 – Endorsement to Teach Music and NAC 391.275 – Endorsement As Professional Teacher of Music and the Possible Appointment of a Task Force 
Commissioner Cassem stated that this request came from President Luft, who stated that there is concern at the university level that the requirements in the endorsements to teach music are out of date and the universities would like the Commission to review the endorsements and update as necessary. 

Vice President Lark moved to form a task force to review NAC 391.270 and 391.270 – music endorsements, seconded by Commissioner Ries.  The motion passed unanimously. 

The Commissioner agreed to have President Luft appoint the members of the music task force. 

13.
Discussion of Requiring English as a Second Language Training for Teachers

Commissioner Cassem stated that the United States is becoming a bilingual nation and expressed a concern that is important for teachers to have a course in English as a Second Language to be better prepared to teach students in the classroom whose primary language is not English.  Commissioner Cassem stated that she wanted to begin dialogue on this issue to determine how the Commission felt about requiring some type of a standard for teaching these students.  Commissioner Cassem stated that she does not want to hamper the efforts of individuals coming to Nevada to get their teaching license, but at the same time wants to educate all students.  

Vice President Lark stated that she feels strongly that teachers should have this type of training, due to the TESL bilingual endorsement requirement for teachers who teach these students, as this creates a major challenge and hardship on teachers.  Vice President Lark also stated that she feels that teachers should receive this type of training in their college preparation.    
Commissioner Ries stated that she feels that good teachers can teach these ESL students and does not want to add another hoop for an individual to obtain licensure.  Commissioner Ries offered that this course should be taught in college as part of the teacher preparation program.   
Commissioner McGuire suggested that this training could be offered a part of the school district teacher training days to enable the Districts to reach ALL teachers. 

Commissioner McMillan stated that a one-day in-service training would not be sufficient time to prepare teachers in this area.  
Following discussion, Commissioner Cassem clarified that she is concerned about the regular teacher who teaches students who speak another language and would like to have these teachers have training in order to deal with situations that arise in the classroom.   

It was discussed that there is no requirement at either UNR or UNLV for students to have a class in English as a Second Language as part of their teacher education program.  Teachers can receive this type of instruction under the classroom management course. 

Ms. Dopf offered that at UNR and UNLV there is a three credit requirement in special education, not ESL, which is not a licensure requirement but a university graduation requirement. 
Commissioner Zimmerman stated that there is a need for this type of courses and should be dealt with at the university level and part of the teacher education program, but still does not address all of the individuals who come from outside of the Nevada and apply licensure.  
Following discussion, Dr. Barbee was directed to gather information to share at the next meeting of what other states are doing in this area.  

14.
Information and Update on How Reciprocity Works in Nevada for Licenses
Dr. Barbee stated that reciprocity, in actuality, is the Interstate Certification Contract through the National Association of State Directors of Teacher Education and Certification.  It only insures a license in Nevada if the applicant holds a comparable license from another state that meets specific requirements.  

Dr. Barbee stated that in order to understand reciprocity, he developed a matrix which outlines the statutes, regulations, and the process as it relates to reciprocity in Nevada.  
Dr. Barbee stated that Nevada does not have true reciprocity, because if true reciprocity existed in Nevada, a teacher from State X would be able to present their license to the Office of Teacher Licensure and would be issued a Nevada license in the same subject area.  This does not occur because of the additional requirements that must be fulfilled before a Nevada license can be issued.  It should be noted that this is not an exception and that other states function in the same manner, as other states also have specific requirements that are unique to their state.  Dr. Barbee stated that reciprocity does not extend to competency testing and all applicants who qualify for a Nevada license may not meet the State testing requirements.  Dr. Barbee stated that the licensing staff that reviews applications for licensure have found that they are having a greater success using the “approved program” concept than that of “reciprocity”.  
Dr. Barbee indicated that reciprocity does not provide the best means for an individual to receive a license in Nevada.  Dr. Barbee stated that individuals, who meet the reciprocity qualifications, still have to meet all of the State requirements prior to receiving a license. 

Dr. Barbee recommended that the Commission may want to assemble a task force to review the concept of reciprocity in Nevada and make recommendations on Nevada’s approach to reciprocity.  It is also recommended that the task force interview, as appropriate, representatives of K-12, Teacher Education, Department of Education and the Office of Teacher Licensure to secure information that will assist in the decision making process. 

15.
Update of Task Force Activities
Commissioner Zimmerman stated that she continues to work on forming the task force and obtaining the regulations that are being placed on the web site in a side by side format.  
16.
Future Agenda Items
The following items were noted to be on the next meeting agenda:  

· Update and report from the NAC 391 Consistency Task Force; 
· Legislative Update; 

· Update and Recommendations from the Art Task Force; 
· Update and Recommendations from the Music Task Force; 

· Update of information on what other states are doing in terms of requiring classes for English as a second language for ALL teachers.    
17.
Comments From Public

Dorothy Nolan, Nevada State Board of Education member, stated that she will take the action taken at today’s meeting and report to the State Board of Education.  Ms. Nolan stated that the High School Summit encouraged providing rigor and relevance at the high school level.  Ms. Nolan stated that she attended the Career and Technical Education Conference this summer and it was indicated that vocational occupations need additional math and science courses as much as college preparatory students.  Ms. Nolan stated that a new booklet on civic education is being produced and there is a need to teach students to be responsible citizens through social studies education.  Ms. Nolan congratulated Dr. Vernon Luft on his election as President and applauded Commissioner Cassem for her tenure as Commission President.  Ms. Nolan stated that it is important for teachers to understand the cultural of other languages and suggested that the English as second language training could be provided as part of professional development. 
18.
Comments from Staff
Dr. Barbee stated that on October 3, 2006 ETS Praxis will be at the Nevada Department of Education Board Room in Carson City to address testing issues and an expectation of Praxis testing.  Dr. Barbee will send invitations to the Commissioners for this meeting.  
Dr. Barbee stated that on September 18, 2006 he will be meeting with the Career and Technical Education Team to discuss Business and Industry endorsements and the requirements for those licenses.  

19.
Comments from Commissioners
Commissioner Cassem thanked the Commissioners for all of their support and patience during her tenure as President.  
20.
Adjournment of Commission Meeting
Commissioner Zimmerman moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:45 A.M., seconded by Commissioner Reis.  The motion passed unanimously.   
