Commission on Professional Standards in Education 

January 11, 2007 Meeting Minutes 

Page 4 of 7

Minutes of the Meeting 

STATE OF NEVADA – DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

COMMISSION ON PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS IN EDUCATION

January 11, 2007
1.
Call to Order; Roll Call; Pledge of Allegiance
President Luft called the meeting of the Commission on Professional Standards in Education to order at 1:30 P.M. in Grand Ballroom B of the Atlantis Casino Resort in Reno, Nevada.  Roll call showed the following Commissioners present:  

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: 

Dr. Vernon Luft, President 

Carol Lark, Vice President 

Patricia Cassem, President 

Patrick McGuire, Commissioner 

Rhogenia McMillan, Commissioner 

Dr. Hardy McNew, Commissioner 

Fred Perdomo, Commissioner 

Marjorie Zimmerman, Commissioner 
COMMISSIONER ABSENT:  

Aldeane Ries, Commissioner – excused 

STAFF PRESENT: 

Christina Harper, Secretary to the Commission 

Gloria Dopf, Deputy Superintendent of Instructional, Research and Evaluative Services   

Dr. Jerry Barbee, Director of Teacher Licensure  
LEGAL COUNSEL PRESENT: 

Dr. Edward Irvin, Deputy Attorney General      

C. Wayne Howle, Chief Deputy Attorney General 

AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE: 

Dr. William Speer, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Dr. Marilyn Ford, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District 

Francey Dennis, UOP – Northern Nevada 

DeShawn Reed, Washoe County School District/Human Resources Technology 

Steve Hay-Chapman, Washoe County School District/Human Resources Technology 

It was determined that a quorum of the Commission was present.  

Commissioner McNew led the pledge of allegiance.  

2.
Approval of Agenda
Commissioner Cassem moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Commissioner McMillan.  The motion passed unanimously. 

3.
Approval of Minutes:  a) November 3, 2006 

The following corrections were made to the November 3, 2006 minutes:  Page 5, Item 13, 5th paragraph, 3rd line, “…be accomplished, [the universities will] UNR would have to hire…”; Page 7, Item 16, 4th line, “…teachers from foreign [counties] countries.”  
Vice President Lark moved to approve the November 3, 2006 minutes as corrected, seconded by Commissioner Cassem.  The motion passed unanimously. 

4.
Fiscal Report – Review of Current Budget Account Balance
Dr. Barbee presented a simplified one page fiscal report.  Dr. Barbee reviewed the breakdown of the revenues and expenditures.  To date a total of $929,561 has been received in revenues; and the Commission has expended $4,283, with a balance of $4,933.  
The Commission agreed that they would prefer to receive the one page summary budget report in the future.  
5.
Update of Nevada Department of Education Activities
Ms. Dopf reported that the Teacher Quality Task Force met before Christmas.  Ms. Dopf stated that she requested that the Task Force provide her with their direction, action plan, and timeline.  
Ms. Dopf stated that there have been some issues with the southern office’s telephone system and facility.  Currently the rent of the southern office is on a month to month basis and currently in negotiations for a new lease.  
Dr. Barbee stated that during the 2006 summer the air conditioning unit was inoperable from time to time and as a result of the intense heat, the office had to close early on a few days.  Currently the winter heaters are not working and a crew will be on site this weekend to replace the entire duct system in the building.  
Dr. Barbee stated that with regards to the telephone system not working correctly, an enhancement to the phone system has been purchased that should correct the problems.  

Dr. Barbee stated that by February 1, 2007 his office will be fully staffed.  

Ms. Dopf stated that if a lease cannot be agreed upon for the current facility, there is a process through Buildings and Grounds that must be followed and must remain within the current facility budget.  Ms. Dopf stated that she hopes that the current facility issues can be resolved.  
6.
Legislative Update
Ms. Dopf reported that the State of the State address is scheduled for January 22, 

2007.  The first budget hearing is scheduled for January 29, 2007.  Ms. Dopf stated that

 Superintendent Rheault was called to Governor Gibbon’s office on January 2nd to 

discuss budget enhancements and further possible cuts to the budget.  
Ms. Dopf stated that the Department is hopeful for no further budget cuts, but does not 

expect funding for full day kindergarten, but do expect the funding for full day 
kindergarten for At-risk schools to continue.  The SB 404 funds are expected to 

continue along with the one-fifth retirement and hiring bonuses for teachers.  There are 
approximately 100 bill draft requests related to education.    
Deputy Attorney General Irvin left the meeting and Deputy Attorney General Howle 
assumed the attorney general duties. 

7.
1:30 P.M. Workshop – Workshop to Solicit Comments for NAC 391.225 – Endorsement to Teach Drivers’ Education
President Luft opened the workshop at 2:04 P.M.  There were eight individuals present 

and no public comment. 
There was no public comment.  Commissioner Perdomo questioned how many driver
education programs are there in the state.  No one had a definitive answer.  It was 

discussed that it is the trend to eliminate drivers’ education programs in the schools.  

Upon questioning by Commissioner Cassem, it was explained that the amendments will 

allow an individual with a special license to add the drivers’ education endorsement. 

President Luft closed the workshop at 2:07 P.M.  

8.
1:32 P.M. Public Hearing and Possible Adoption – Public Hearing to Solicit Comments for Amendments to NAC 391.225 – Endorsement to Teach Drivers’ Education
President Luft opened the public hearing at 2:07 P.M.  There were eight individuals present and one public speaker.  

Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District, stated that this amendment would allow a high school teacher with a K-12 special license the flexibility to add the drivers’ education endorsement if there is a desire or a need.   
President Luft closed the public hearing at 2:08 P.M.  

Commissioner Cassem moved to accept and adopt the changes to NAC 391.225 to add who is eligible for the endorsement to teach driver’s education, seconded by Vice President Lark.  The motion passed unanimously. 
9.
Review of Meeting Calendar for Possible Location Amendments for the March and May Meetings
It was discussed to amend the meeting location for March 9th from Carson City to Las Vegas and for May 11th from Las Vegas to Carson City, due to the fact that the prior meeting and this meeting were held in northern Nevada.  
Commissioner McMillan moved to have the March 9, 2007 meeting in Las Vegas and the May 11, 2007 meeting in Carson City, seconded by Commissioner Perdomo.  The motion passed unanimously. 

10.
Discuss the Possibility of Amending the Cut Score for the Math Major and Elimination of the Math Minor for the Praxis II Content Knowledge Test
President Luft stated that at the last meeting there was a discussion of amending the cut score for the Math Major and elimination of the Math Minor for the Praxis II Content Knowledge Test.  This would allow for only one cut score for both the Math Major and Math Minor.  
Commissioner Zimmerman moved to eliminate the Math Minor score, seconded by Commissioner McMillan.  

Dr. Marilyn Ford, UNLV, questioned if this would affect an individual with a minor.  Ms. Dopf responded that currently individuals take the same examination, but it yields two different cut scores for the major and minor and this request would allow only one cut score for both the major and minor.  

President Luft called for a vote on the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

11.
Possible Adoption of the Amended Cut Score for the Math Major and Elimination of the Math Minor for the Praxis II Content Knowledge Test
Commissioner Cassem moved to amend the Math II Praxis test cut score to 133 effective today for the next administration of the Praxis Math test, seconded by Commissioner McMillan.  

It was discussed that this action cannot be retroactive and is effective January 11, 2007 for the next test administration. 

William Speer, UNLV, stated that Nevada’s cut score of 144 is 4th in the nation, but is not too high and UNR and UNLV students achieve passing scores of 144 or above.  Dr. Speer expressed concern of lowering the score to 133, as this is the bare minimum of math knowledge.  Dr. Speer felt that a cut score of 137 or 138 would be more appropriate and recommended not lowering the cut score to 133.  
Commissioner Perdomo stated that he felt that a cut score of 133 does not diminish the quality of a teacher and it is up to the school’s administration to determine which teachers teach the higher math classes.  

President Luft reported that the UNR math professors indicated that they would like a cut score between 133 and 144, but not 133.  

President Luft called for a vote on the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
12.
Update and Submission of Recommendations From the Art Task Force  
Commissioner McMillan thanked the task force members for their time and expertise in reviewing and developing the proposal.  Commissioner McMillan reviewed the proposed changes to NAC 391.215 and NAC 391.13015.  
Commissioner McMillan moved that the proposed temporary regulation of NAC 391.215 and 391.13015 – Art endorsements be accepted for a workshop and public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Cassem.  The motion passed unanimously.  

13.
Update and Submission of Recommendations From the Music Task Force 
President Luft reported that the Music Task Force recently completed their work and a proposal is not yet ready.  President Luft expressed his appreciation for their time and talent in reviewing and developing the proposal.  President Luft thanked Donna Brothers for her professionalism and work to help expedite the regulation revision process.  The Task Force reviewed five endorsements and will be proposing two endorsements.  
Vice President Lark moved to hold a workshop and public hearing at the March meeting for the Music Endorsements, seconded by Commissioner Cassem.  The motion passed unanimously. 

14.
Update on What Other States are Doing With Regards to Requiring English as a Second Language Training for All Teachers 
Dr. Barbee reported that a handful of states were selected and only a few states replied.  North Dakota requires Native American studies and Oklahoma requires for initial licensure, successful completion of teacher prep and background check, and a minimum competency in a second language.  
Commissioner Cassem stated that the original issue was the influx of non-English speaking students and how to train teachers to deal with these students in a regular classroom.  

Commissioner Cassem withdrew her request for information, as it appears that information is not available and does not want to waste any more staff time. 

15.
Discussion of the Issue of Foreign Trained Teachers and the Issue of the Student Teaching Requirement and Submission of a Proposal
Dr. Marilyn Ford, UNLV, stated that she did not have a proposal but wanted to discuss the regulation for international trained teachers, as there are different standards for different groups.  Dr. Ford suggested that the Commission may want to review all of the different licenses and the discrepancies among those licenses.  Dr. Ford stated that teachers that receive their training internationally must have student teaching and cannot use their teaching experience in lieu of student teaching.  
Dr. Ford also pointed out that programs within the United States are not uniform in how student teaching is reported in terms of the number of credits for student teaching.  

Dr. Ford suggested that the Commission consider looking at all of the secondary licensure regulations to eliminate the student teaching requirement discrepancies.  
Dr. Barbee stated that there currently is a Task Force reviewing all of the Chapter 391 regulations and recommended that the Task Force continue with the review to deal with the discrepancies.  Dr. Barbee would like to see one streamlined office plan for all licensure staff to be able to function more efficiently.  
Vice President Lark requested that Dr. Ford draft a policy on international trained teachers with regard to the issue of student teaching. 

Commissioner Cassem requested that Mrs. Brothers gather data to determine if there are inconsistencies in the student teaching requirements and how this affects Nevada. 

Vice President Lark directed Dr. Barbee to designate problems and possible solutions in this licensure area. 

Commissioner McNew moved for the issue of foreign trained teachers and discrepancies in student teaching be placed on the May agenda for discussion, seconded by Commissioner McMillan.  The motion passed unanimously. 

16.
Update of Task Force Activities
Commissioner Zimmerman stated that the Task Force is currently reviewing the area of Career and Technology/Business and Industry.  
Commissioner Zimmerman stated that the membership of this Task Force will be a fluid membership due to the nature of reviewing all of the regulations which will mean different individuals with expertise in the specific fields.  
17.
Future Agenda Items
The following items were noted to be on the next agenda:  

· Update and report from the NAC 391 Consistency Task Force; 

· Legislative Update; 

· Workshop and Public Hearing of Art Regulations; 

· Workshop and Public Hearing of Music Regulations; 

· Discussion of the Business and Industry Regulations Proposal; 
· Discuss proposal from Dr. Marilyn Ford with regard to options for student teachers for foreign trained teachers; 

· Approval of amendment of courses to the PPST Reading Class List; 
· Discussion of the Business and Industry Substitute Teacher.  

18.
Comments From Public

Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District requested that the Commission revisit and amend the Reading Course List of classes for individuals to take in lieu of the PPST.  Ms. Gibbs stated that the community college courses 133 and 135 are not being offered and only READ 097 is offered.  
Ms. Gibbs also requested that the Commission consider a vocational request for a Business and Industry Substitute License which requires no educational background but requires five years of experience in that specialty area.  
Dr. Ford requested that the Commission review the elementary license.   

19.
Comments from Staff
There were no staff comments.  
20.
Comments from Commissioners
Commissioner McMillan thanked Dr. Ford for all of her work in the development of the Art Endorsement proposal.  
21.
Adjournment of Commission Meeting
Commissioner Cassem moved to adjourn the meeting at 3:35 P.M., seconded by Commissioner McGuire.  The motion passed unanimously.   
