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Minutes of the Meeting 

STATE OF NEVADA – DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

COUNCIL TO ESTABLISH ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

COMMISSION ON PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS IN EDUCATION

COMMISSION ON EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY 

January 11, 2007
1.
Call to Order; 2. Roll Call

Superintendent of Public Instruction Dr. Rheault called the joint meeting to order at 9:35 A.M. in Grand Ballroom B of the Atlantis Casino Resort in Reno, Nevada.  Each Member present introduced themselves and roll call showed the following Commissioners and Council Members present:  

COUNCIL TO ESTABLISH ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS:  

Council Members Present:  

Evelyn Allred, Member 
Sharon Beatty, Member 

Assemblyman David Bobzien, Member 

Senator Barbara Cegavske, Member 

Kellie Crosby-Sturtz, Member 

Benjamin Hart, Member 

Steve Laden, Member 

Council Member Absent: 

Elaine Wynn, Member 

COMMISSION ON PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS IN EDUCATION: 

Commissioner Members Present: 

Dr. Vernon Luft, President 

Carol Lark, Vice President 

Patricia Cassem, President 

Patrick McGuire, Commissioner 

Rhogenia McMillan, Commissioner 

Dr. Hardy McNew, Commissioner 

Fred Perdomo, Commissioner 

Aldeane Ries, Commissioner 

Marjorie Zimmerman, Commissioner 
Commissioner Member Absent: 

Aldeane Ries, Commissioner 

COMMISSION ON EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY: 

Commissioner Members Present: 

Ed Anderson, Commissioner 

David Flatt, Commissioner 

Jeffrey Johnston, Commissioner 

Dori Jensen, Commissioner 

Sara Jones, Commissioner 

Jhone Ebert, Commissioner 

Bill Slentz, Commissioner 

Senator Steven Horsford, Commissioner 

Commissioner Members Absent: 

Bob Bass, Commissioner 

Bart Mangino, Commissioner 
Assemblyman Mo Denis, Commissioner 

STAFF PRESENT: 

Dr. Keith Rheault, Nevada Superintendent of Public Instruction 

Gloria Dopf, Deputy Superintendent of Instructional, Research and Evaluative Services   

Dr. Jerry Barbee, Director of Teacher Licensure 

Christina Harper, Secretary to the Commission on Professional Standards in Education 
Charmaine Martineau, Secretary to the Council to Establish Academic Standards 

LEGAL COUNSEL PRESENT: 

Dr. Edward Irvin, Deputy Attorney General      

AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE: 

Lynda Spann, CTE, Clark County School District 

Janice Towns, Clark County School District, Technology 

Jermy Atilins, Storey County School District, Technology 

Alan Medeiros, Lyon County School District, MIS Director 

Lee Solanche, Las Vegas PB 5 

Dr. Brian Saffle, Clark County School District 

Lenore Hamphill, Clark County School District, Technology 

Joe Elcano, Washoe County School District, Technology 

Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District, Human Resources 

Kenneth McColhon, Washoe County HE 

Kelly Cannon, Washoe County School District 

Debbie Cylke, Superintendent of Secondary Education for Washoe County School 

District 

Pamela Jones-Jennigan, Clark County School District 

Jodi Huff, Clark County School District 

Essington Wade, Clark County School District 

Lyn Gorrindo, Douglas County School District 

Ti Wang, Douglas County School District 

Pat Miller, KNPB Channel 5 Public Broadcasting 

Tatia Shepperson, Shepperson and Associates 

Karen Stephens, Nevada Department of Education, Consultant 

Susan Denney, NWRPDP/Washoe County School District 

Manda Sheff, Washoe County School District 

Francey Dennis, University of Phoenix

Dr. Rheault determined that a quorum of the Commissions and Council were present.  

2.
PLEDGE OF ALLEIGANCE
Dr. Rheault led the pledge of allegiance.  

3.
Approval of Agenda
Commissioner McNew moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Commissioner Perdomo.  The motion passed unanimously. 

4.
Review and Discuss the Purpose of the Joint Meeting Regarding the Integration of Technology into the Delivery of Instruction in Public Schools (Refer to October 16, 2006 Letter of Intent from The Legislative Committee on Education) 

Dr. Rheault thanked everyone for attending the meeting and reviewed the reason for the meeting.  Dr. Rheault stated that he received a letter dated October 16, 2006 from Senator Raggio, Chairman of the Legislative Committee on Education, indicating that the Committee on Education requested that Dr. Rheault coordinate a meeting among the Commission on Educational Technology, the Council to Establish Academic Standards, and the Commission for Professional Standards in Education for the purpose of coordinating and developing a statewide plan for the integration of technology into the delivery of instruction.  The plan should link student achievement to the use of technology and incorporate measurable data indicators.  The Committee on Education believes that possible topics for mutual interest include planning and delivering instruction, data-driven decision making, student assessments, individualized student learning, preparation for postsecondary workforce and education in a global economy, and teacher and administrator education and licensing, including recertification.  Following this group’s discussion, Dr. Rheault will take the recommendations as to how the Department of Education could assist in moving forward with developing the statewide plan.  
Dr. Rheault stated that in a publication of Education Week, “Technology Counts 2006”, ranked Nevada with a “D-“ and as the lowest state in the nation with regard to the use of technology in the public schools.  Dr. Rheault highlighted points in the report in which Nevada received an “F” in Access to Technology due mainly to the ratio of 5 to 1 for the number of students per instructional computer; 13 to 1 for the number of students per instructional computer in a classroom; 5 to 1 for the number of students per high-speed Internet-connected computer; and 12 to 1 for the number of students per Internet-connected computer in a classroom.  
Nevada received a “D+” in the “Use of Technology” as Nevada does have student standards that include technology; but Nevada does not have state tests for students on technology; Nevada has not established a virtual school; and Nevada does not offer computer-based assessments.  Dr. Rheault stated that one of his priorities is to implement computer-based assessments.  

Nevada received an “F” in the Capacity to Use Technology as Nevada does not include technology within teacher or administrator standards, initial teacher or administrator  licensure requirements, teacher or administrator recertification requirements, for an overall grade of a “D-“.  Dr. Rheault stated that there are specific technology endorsements, but technology courses are not required to qualify for a license in Nevada.  
5.
Review and Discuss the Current State Computer and Technology Education Standards Adopted by the Council to Establish Academic Standards
Dr. Rheault stated that the Council to Establish Academic Standards was established by the Legislature in 1997, with the primary function of the Council to establish content and performance standards in eight subject areas:  English, including reading, composition and writing; mathematics; science; social studies, which includes only the subjects of history, geography, economics and government; the arts; computer education and technology; health; and physical education.  The Council has established standards and is currently in the review/revise process.  The technology standards were originally adopted in 2000 and scheduled for review in 2007/08.  The standards include a combination of computer and technology as defined in Statute.  

The definition for technology included in the standards states that technology is the application of resources and knowledge to solve problems and meet human needs.  Technology includes, but is not limited to, the use of computers.  
Dr. Rheault informed that Nevada’s graduation requirement is one semester (1/2 credit) and the standards include both computer and education technology. 

Senator Cegavske questioned if there was a plan for the three groups to revise their respective plans together.  Dr. Rheault stated that currently there is no plan, the Council’s review of the standards is tied to the text book adoption schedule, the Technology Commission’s plan is to be revised in August 2008, and the Professional Standards Commission is currently in the process of reviewing all of the licensing regulations. 

Senator Horsford stated that the issue is how to educate students to utilize technology and incorporate technology into a student’s education.  What role is technology going to play in the delivery of that message and the use of technology in the hands of the teacher?  
Dr. Rheault responded that technology is tied to student achievement and the need to increase student achievement through technology. Dr. Rheault stated that all of the testing and use of technology are based on the standards.  
Dr. Rheault stated that the Regional Professional Development Programs (RPDP) provide instruction and training to teachers on the standards and how to teach the standards.  The RPDPs will need to be an integral part of any plan. 

Dr. Rheault provided a brief overview of the standards and stated that the standard’s curriculum is integrated in the elementary, middle and high schools.  Dr. Rheault stated that the Council may want to consider including the new national technology standards when the computer/technology standards are reviewed.  The technology standards should be integrated into the other subject area standards.  It was discussed that the standards are manageable if aligned within the school district curriculum.  
Following discussion, Dr. Rheault will e-mail a copy of the national technology standards to Commission and Council Members.    

Council Member Steve Laden questioned if the integration of technology is being monitored?  

Commissioner Jeff Johnston stated that he noticed that in Senator Raggio’s letter the reference that the plan should link student achievement to the use of technology and should incorporate measurable data indicators, and stated that this has been an issue for the Technology Commission for the past five years and in the last round of funding the Commission tried aggressively to get the school districts to provide information on how technology is being taught/used.  Commissioner Johnston questioned if there is a plan to have a state assessment for technology?  
Dr. Rheault responded that there probably needs to be an assessment for technology.  Dr. Rheault stated that it will be difficult to determine what can be put in a plan that can be measured that will show student achievement results.  
Commissioner Marjorie Zimmerman commented that there is more to the use of technology than just a grade on a paper.  It is not how many computers per student, but how are computers being utilized.  Commissioner Zimmerman stated that there is a great deal of technology being used in the classroom to increase student achievement.  Commissioner Zimmerman stated that computers and technology are constantly changing and improving at a fast past.  Commissioner Zimmerman expressed a concern regarding how Nevada was evaluated in the report and that the grade Nevada received is not reflective of what is actually happening in the classroom.  

Commissioner Bill Slentz stated that there may need to look at the possibility that computers currently in the classroom will need to be replaced in the next three to five years to keep up with technology.  
Commissioner Patricia Cassem stated that Nevada is doing a good job in the use and teaching of computer technology.  Commissioner Cassem stated that there may be a need to simplify current terminology used for universal acceptance.  
Commissioner Fred Perdomo stated that he feels that the biggest problem is the computer infrastructure, the power that is needed to operate the computers, the cost of the wiring to hook up the computers to the system, and the support staff to keep the computers up and running. 

Senator Barbara Cegavske questioned if wireless computers would help lower the cost of the wiring issue and questioned if older computers can be used in the lower grades or suggested the leasing of new computers as an alternative in terms of the cost involved in purchasing new computers.  Senator Cegavske stated that there is a need for an assessment as a measurement to ensure students are being taught the computer technology standards.  
Commissioner Bill Slentz stated that there is a trickle down affect of computers from high school to elementary school.  Commissioner Slentz stated that he is concerned about how Nevada reports the student to computer ratio and that it does not take into affect how many students touch or use a computer during the school day.  
A break was granted at 10:44 A.M. 
The meeting reconvened at 10:56 A.M. 

6.
Review and Discuss the Current State Education Technology Plan Adopted by the Commission on Educational Technology
The Mission Statement of the Commission on Educational Technology is to establish a statewide plan for using technology as a tool to improve instruction and increase academic achievement of the children in Nevada’s public schools and to allocate funding available for educational technology in a manner that best serves Nevada’s schools and libraries.  The plan will guide the State Department of Education and school districts in using available resources efficiently and effectively to increase students’ and teachers’ access to technology, expand the use of technology in the classroom, teach students skills demanded in the workplace, train teachers to integrate technology into their instructional programs, and evaluate the effect of technology upon learning. 
The goals of the Technology Commission are:  
1. The Commission must establish a statewide plan and associated polices for the effective use of current and future technology with Nevada’s system of public education.  

2. The Commission must ensure that school district technology plans are part of an overall district plan to improve pupil achievement.  

3. The Commission must emphasize in writing the statewide technology plan and distributing funds, and the importance of successful integration of technology in the classroom.  

4. The Commission will determine the distribution of education technology funds under its authority in accordance with the technological needs and the relative wealth of Nevada’s school districts, libraries, and youth training centers. 

5. The Commission shall adopt policies and make funding choices that encourage libraries, school districts, and youth training centers to coordinate all future budgeting and expenditure decisions within a single plan, regardless of funding source.  

The Commission on Technology Education has established standards for implementing technology in schools.  These standards first define what teachers and students must be able to do with technology and then establishes three levels of technology use.  

· Level 1 establishes a minimum level of technology as one multi-media computer in each instructional area or the equivalent, connected to the Internet, with supporting resources, professional development and evaluation. 

· Level 2 focuses on curriculum integration, extends professional development and evaluation to become focused on student achievement, and 
· Level 3 defines a technology-rich environment that fully supports student learning using technology and represents the full-integrated classroom. 

The Commission’s objective in allocating Senate Bill 482 funding was to enable as many schools as possible to reach Level 1.  The focus of this plan, therefore, is to ensure and to encourage schools to move beyond Level 1 to focus more squarely on the integration of the technology into the teaching and learning process at every school. 

Commissioner Jhone Ebert indicated that when school districts request funding they must provide measurable outcomes for providing funds.  The technology standards need to be cross walked into the Technology Plan and then integrated into other areas and their standards.  
There was discussion of the need for professional development funding to help teachers teach technology and integrate into other standards.  Dr. Rheault stated that the cross walk should be included in ALL of the standards. 

Commissioner Jeff Johnston stated that for the technology 2006/07 funding allocation; 70% of the funding is allocated towards technical infrastructure and tech support, and 30% of the funding is allocated towards pilot projects.  Dr. Rheault added that the budget for the Technology Commission is included in the Department’s budget which requires the State Board of Education’s approval. 

7.
Review and Discuss the Current Teacher Licensure Requirements Related to Technology Adopted by the Commission on Professional Standards 
Dr. Rheault stated that the responsibility of the Commission on Professional Standards in Education is to prescribe the qualifications for teachers in the initial licensing and renewal of licenses.  The Commission continually balances what is needed and required to obtain a license in Nevada.  
Dr. Rheault provided a brief overview of the elementary and secondary licenses requirements.  Dr. Rheault stated that technology courses are optional for initial licensure.  An individual with an elementary license can add voluntary endorsements to their license to include computers and technology related to computers.  An individual with a middle school or secondary license can obtain a specific endorsement in computer or computer technology, but computer technology courses are not required to obtain a license.   
Dr. Rheault stated that included in the list of comprehensive majors and minors is the technology education major which was specifically approved to license a teacher at the middle school level to implement the technology course of study that was adopted in 1987; it was not intended to be an endorsement in computer science.  The single-subject major endorsement allows an individual to teach a specific class.   

Commissioner Vernon Luft stated that higher education is always reviewing coursework; and the University of Nevada – Reno (UNR) has required a computer course for students since 1989.  Commissioner Luft stated that course is currently under review and UNR will now be offering two computer classes; one at a basic level and one at a higher level.  

Dr. Rheault advised that the State Board of Education has the authority to approve teacher education programs in Nevada and stated that the State Board of Education needs to be included in these discussions and process to ensure that computer technology course are included in the teacher education approved programs. 

Deputy Superintendent Gloria Dopf stated that at one time specific courses were required for an individual to renew a license.  The Commission decided that from a professional perspective, the teacher would be in the best perspective to know which coursework is most related to the demands on that teacher at that time.   

Senator Cegavske stated that there is a need to integrate and take technology into the classroom and suggested requesting that universities to teach students how to use and teach technology in the classroom. 
Council Member Sharon Beatty stated that technology is happening in the schools and is being utilized.  The teacher in the classroom is responsible for delivering content and is the expert in that content area.  Technology is a powerful to get the content information to the students.  Council Member Beatty stated that teachers use many and various avenues to get students to reach a goal, and technology is only one tool used in the classroom. 
Senator Steven Horsford offered that the data at the state level needs to be provided to help drive policy decisions, and will allow the Legislature to prioritize technology needs.  The Technology Plan needs to focus on data from the elementary schools to help technology drive achievement.  In order for the Legislature to make policy changes and informative decisions reliable data/information needs to be provided.  
Dr. Rheault stated that the Technology Plan needs to be a part of the Statewide Accountability Plan and flowing that information to the teacher level.  Clark County currently has the ability for a teacher to review a student’s educational history.  Dr. Rheault stated that the State is about one and a half years away from being able to provide that data, for security and other reasons, down to the teacher level.   

9.
Comments From Public

Debbie Cylke, Superintendent of Secondary Education for the Washoe County School District, offered that technology should be used as an accelerator.  Ms. Cylke stated that a lot of technology being used in the schools in ways that could provide legislators with a measurement that technology is working in the schools.  Technology is currently being used in the schools as a measurement of data for programs which indicate the level and progress of a student.   
Ms. Cylke stated that teachers in Washoe County are using technology and data to drive the teaching and conversation in the classroom.  Ms. Cylke recommended moving the revision schedule up.  Ms. Cylke stated that professional development is important as the students are teaching teachers on how to use computers and technology.  Ms. Cylke stated that students will not be able to graduate college without the use of computers and technology. 
For teacher licensure, Ms. Cylke suggested inviting college students to inform what feel they need in order to be successful in their coursework.  Ms. Cylke suggested computer labs be placed in all middle school and then students can apply the technology learned in high school.  Ms. Cylke recommended incorporating the Information Communication Technology (ICT) Literacy Skills into the standards and schools need a professional computer technician on staff to solve problems as they arise.  Ms. Cylke stated that the issue of infrastructure is huge and the State could help school districts in this area.  There is a need for an on-line library to access information; and a need to have a virtual on-line school for home schooled students.   
Lee Solanche, Channel 10 Las Vegas, stated that they offer Video Streaming from Vegas PBS which is a free resource that provides Clark County School District students and teachers with access to more than 5,000 full-length and 50,000 clips of core-curriculum, Nevada standards-based video programs instantly over the Clark County School District Wide Area Network (WAN) or from a home computer.  This service also provides 20,000 still images, printable student worksheets, lesson plans and quizzes.  Mr. Solanche stated that this is currently offered in Clark County and a few rural districts.  
8.
Discuss and Recommend Possible Work Plan Alternatives Regarding the Development of a Statewide Plan for the Integration of Technology into the Delivery of Instruction in Nevada’s Public Schools 
Council Member Evelyn Allred stated that the Standards review timeline was established and coordinated with the text book adoption to alleviate the financial burden to school districts.  
Dr. Rheault stated that the Technology Plan could be worked on, a plan developed, and then implemented with the textbook timeline still being followed.  
Commissioner Pat Cassem suggested to begin work on the plan to determine where integration will begin and integrate technology as part of the curriculum.  

Commissioner Dori Jensen stated that computers integrate with all subjects and the revision process should begin now. 

Dr. Rheault stated that he would like to see the State Plan in one document.  Dr. Rheault proposed beginning the revision process of the Technology Plan and the organization process of the Review Team for the Standards.  Dr. Rheault will request approval at the next Academic Standards Council meeting to begin the Review Team process.  
It was discussed that all groups, to include the RPDPs, be a part of the revision process to integrate technology into all subject areas. 

Dr. Rheault stated that during the standards review process there will be public hearings to allow the opportunity for public input.  Dr. Rheault stated that he will begin working to organize a Review Team for the standards revision and the State Technology Plan for all schools to follow.  
The first step will be to revise the standards and the second step will be to revise the Technology Plan, to include the RPDPs for curriculum integration and then the state accountability system.  

10.
Comments from Commission and Council Members
There were no additional comments from Members.  
11.
Adjournment of Commission Meeting
Dr. Rheault adjourned the meeting at 12:25 P.M. 
