INDICATORS OF RISK
2003-2005 YOUTH RISK BEHAVIOR SURVEY

Research in the area of risk factors has identified certain behaviors that appear to increase the probability that youth will compromise their present or future health and well-being.  The table below identifies the proportions of youth exhibiting 16 at risk behaviors measured by the YRBS.  Highlighted areas indicate areas classroom teachers should concentrate instructional emphasis.

AT-RISK INDICATOR COMPARISONS
	Area
	Indicator of Risk
	Definition of Indicator
	Students Grades 6-8

 YRBS 03’   YRBS 05’   
	Students Grades 9-12 YRBS 03’  YRBS 05’   

	Tobacco,

Alcohol & Other Drugs

(TAOD)

Use
	Regular Smoking
	Has smoked cigarettes daily or 
on at least 20 of the last 30 days
	1.6%
	1.7%
	8.7%
	7.1%

	
	Frequent Alcohol Use
	Has used alcohol on at least 3-5
Days (weekly) in past month 
	N/A
	N/A
	23.4%
	22.5%

	
	Heavy Alcohol Use
	Has had 5 or more drinks in a 
row on 1 or more days in the

past month 
	13.5%
	13.9%
	27.8%
	24.8%

	
	Frequent Marijuana Use
	Has used marijuana at least 3-9
Times (weekly) in the past
month
	5.8%
	5.1%
	14.6%
	17.3%

	School
	Low Grades
	Describes grades in school as mostly D’s and F’s 
	8.3%
	7.4%

	8.2%

	7.3%

	
	Frequent Absences
	Misses some school every week or month
	15.7%
	16.2%
	25.2%
	24.3%

	
	Desire to Drop Out
	Seriously thought about dropping out/will probably drop out this year
	4.1%
	4.4%
	6.0%
	5.4%

	Violence-Related Behaviors
	Physical Fighting
	Has been in a physical fight on school property in the past 2 months
	22.7%
	21.3%
	12.6%
	14.2%

	
	Weapon Carrying
	Carried a weapon on school property in the past 12 months
	5.1%
	5.8%
	6.3%
	6.8%

	Depression & Suicide
	Sad/ Depressed
	Felt sad or hopeless/ stopped usual activities for 2+ weeks in the past year
	28.5
	29.3%
	29.9%
	27.8%

	
	Suicide Thoughts
	Seriously considered attempting suicide during the past 12 months
	16.4%
	17.5%
	18.1%
	16.1%

	Personal Safety
	Rode with Driver Under Influence
	Rode in a car driven by someone who had been drinking alcohol during the past 30 days
	19.1%
	20.4%
	26.6%
	26.4%

	
	Drove Under Influence
	Drove a car after drinking in the past 30 days
	6.1%
	8.2%
	11.1%
	10.4%

	
	Unsafe at School
	Rarely or never feel safe and secure at school
	11.1%
	14.5%
	8.6%
	9.9%

	
	Gang Membership
	Have belonged or presently belong to a street gang
	11.5%
	13.9%
	13.1%
	12.6%

	Sexual

Activity
	Sexually Active
	Have had sexual intercourse with 1+ persons during the past 3 months
	
	N/A
	32.7%
	30.8%


