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THE COMMISSION ON EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY

MEETING OF THE 

COMMISSION ON EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY

EVALUATION SUBCOMMITTEE

Thursday, May 28, 1998

Department Of Education

700 E. Fifth Street

 Battle Born Conference Room

Carson City, Nevada

Minutes

SUB-COMMITTEE  MEMBERS  PRESENT:



Leslie Doukas, Chairperson



Michael Kinnaird, Member



Gary Gray, Member

DEPARTMENT STAFF PRESENT:



Frank South, Team Leader


Christine Huss, Technology Consultant



Gina Molina, Management Assistant

DEPARTMENT STAFF ABSENT:



Douglas Thunder, Deputy Superintendent, Administrative and




Fiscal Services



Jane Crawford, Management Assistant

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL BUREAU STAFF PRESENT:



Pepper Sturm, LCB Research

AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE:



Geoff Dornan, Nevada Appeal
1.
CALL TO ORDER



The meeting of the Evaluation sub-committee was called to order at 8:35 a.m. by Chairperson Leslie Doukas in the Battle Born Conference Room, at the Nevada Department of Education, Carson City, Nevada.

2.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

 Gary Gray moved to approve the agenda and Michael Kinnaird seconded it.  The motion passed unanimously.

3.
REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF EVALUATION TOOLS AND PROFESSIONAL ARTICLES.



Leslie Doukas asked the subcommittee members what their goal should be.  Gary Gray stated that the purpose of the Evaluation subcommittee is to help the districts come up with consistency of assessment and possible guidance.  Michael Kinnaird added that the subcommittee needs to involve the school districts.



Mr. Kinnaird stated that there is a need for a generic evaluation tool but there should be different target levels for Elementary, Middle and High Schools.  Also, there are two steps that the subcommittee should take.  The first step is to involve the Standards Counsel because they will identify what needs to be assessed.  Secondly, Cheryl Lemke, who is associated with the Milken Family Foundation, has experience in developing evaluation tools and offered her help previously.



Mr. Gray stated that the issue of assessment and what technology is doing for children needs to be presented to the Legislation.  Technology gives to students critical thinking skills, collaboration, problem solving and basic skills that employers look for.  Therefor, Mr. Gray felt that an assessment tool should involve these four skills.  Leslie Doukas suggested that communication should be added to Mr. Gray's list of skills.

Ms. Huss suggested that another addition that should be reflected in assessment is motivation, attitude and engagement.  Other mentioned areas to assess included teacher attitude, drop out rates, attendance rates and the impact of technology on at-risk students.



The subcommittee agreed that the involvement of Kathleen Barfield, Cheryl Lemke, the Standards Committee and School Districts would be important for the development of Evaluation tools.  In addition, it will be necessary to implement pilot sites to compile data that would measure the impact of technology and document the visible results thereof.  



Ms. Huss summarized the four components for assessment.  The first component is literacy, followed by teacher assessment.  The third, non-traditional assessment would include communication skills, problem-solving skills, higher order thinking skills, collaboration, attitude, motivation and engagement.  The last component is traditional such as academic content.  

4.
DEVELOP TIMELINES AND ASSIGNMENTS


The subcommittee agreed that an evaluation tool would need to be presented to the full commission at the September meeting.    The implementation of the evaluation tool would need to be applied at pilot schools by October of 1998.  Also, the presentation of the evaluation tool to the Legislature must be done within the months of February and April of 1999.
5.
DISCUSSION OF WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH THE COUNCIL TO ESTABLISH ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL FOR INTEGRATION OF TECHNOLOGY INTO THE STANDARDS



The subcommittee discussed and decided that Ms. Doukas and Mr. Kinnaird will attend the June 15, 1998 meeting of the Standards Committee to give a brief presentation to the group and invite them to the next subcommittee meeting. 

6.
PUBLIC COMMENT
No public comment.

4. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 10:50 a.m.





Respectfully submitted:





Douglas C. Thunder





Deputy Superintendent, Administrative





and Fiscal Services





Leslie Doukas, Chairperson of the 





Evaluation Sub-committee

Recorded by:

Gina M. Molina

Management Assistant




