Minutes of the Meeting

 

COMMISSION ON PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS IN EDUCATION

 

July 12, 2002 

 

1.  Call to Order; 2. Roll Call; and 3. Pledge of Allegiance

 

President Henick called the meeting of the Commission on Professional Standards in Education to order at 9:30 A.M. in the Board Room of the Nevada Department of Education Office in Carson  City and by video teleconference in the Conference Room of the Nevada Department of Education in Las  Vegas, Nevada. Roll call showed the following present: 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:

 

Dr. Steven Henick, President

Bob Munoz, Vice President

Dr. Hardy McNew, Commissioner

Marjorie Zimmerman, Commissioner

Patricia Cassem, Commissioner

Sue Segura, Commissioner

Teresa Jordan, Commissioner

Patrick McGuire, Commissioner – Las  Vegas meeting site

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:

 

Frank Lamping, Commissioner

 

Dr. Rheault indicated that Member Lamping has resigned due to health problems. 

 

STAFF PRESENT:

 

Dr. Keith Rheault, Deputy Superintendent, Instructional, Research and Evaluative

Services

Mary Snow, Evaluation Consultant

Garry Wyatt, Consultant, Office of Career, Technical and Adult Education

 

LEGAL COUNSEL PRESENT:

 

Tina Leiss, Deputy Attorney General

 

AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE:

 

Vern Luft, Associate Dean, College of Education, University of Nevada, Reno 

Denise Hedrick, Executive Director Ed Collaborative 

Evelyn Grupe, Retired Counselor, Washoe County School District 

Karen Smith, Retired Counselor and Instructor at the University of Phoenix 

Betty Barker, Retired Counselor

Barbara Myers, Nevada State Board of Education

Richard W. Stokes, Carson City School District 

Dr. Jerry Landwer, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Mark VanDamme, Physical Education Teacher

Jeff Silva

 

Southern Nevada: 

 

Jane Kadoich, Director of Guidance for the Clark County School District and Member of

Counselor Task Force

Gary Waters, Nevada State Board of Education and Commission on Post Secondary

Education

Jo Schlekewy, Director, Licensed Personnel, Clark County School District 

Lina Gutierrez, Executive Director, Licensed Personnel, Clark County School District 

Mary Ann Gibbs, Administrative Specialists, Clark County School District 

 

A quorum was present.

 

Commissioner McNew led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

President Henick thanked Commissioner McNew for taking over the leadership of the May meeting.

 

5.  Approval of Agenda

 

There was a motion and a second to approve the agenda with flexibility.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

6.  Approval of the May 17, 2002 Minutes

 

There being no amendments to the May 17, 2002 meeting minutes, a motion was made and seconded to approve the May 17, 2002 meeting minutes.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

7.  Fiscal Report, Review of Current Budget and Account Balance

 

Dr. Rheault stated that for the Commission Secretary’s position, interviews have been scheduled for five individuals on July 23rd.  Dr. Rheault invited any Commissioner to participate in the interviews. 

 

Dr. Rheault stated that Yvonne Millsap, who has been an analyst with the Department of Education for almost 30 years, would be retiring effective August 1, 2002.  Dr. Rheault recognized Ms. Millsap for all of her hard work and dedication to the Department of Education for almost 30 years.  President Henick thanked Ms. Millsap for her dedication to the Department and teacher licensure. 

 

Dr. Rheault stated that at the September meeting there would be two new Commissioners.  The Governor has made the appointments and effective for the September meeting.  Aldeane Ries from Las Vegas will be replacing Frank Lamping and Rhogenia McMillan from Reno will be replacing Bob Munoz. 

 

President Henick stated that he would like to have the Commission elections held at the September meeting. 

 

Dr. Rheault reviewed the second to last fiscal report for 2002 dated July 28, 2002.  Dr. Rheault stated that $843,000 was collected through July 28, 2002, in licensing fees.  The realized funding available going forward to Fiscal Year 2003 is $152,986.  The reserve amount will not be that much going into next year.  The final print out from July 5th indicates $145,271 in reserve.  The Commission should be in good shape going into next year. 

 

Upon questioning regarding an imaging system, Dr. Rheault stated that request has been researched but the purchase has been placed on hold due to the cost of the system.  The State Board of Education has submitted a bill draft request for an imaging system for the Department and licensing division.  That bill draft requests that State appropriations pay for at least half of the system.  

 

8.  Principals of Learning and Teaching for Physical Education Endorsement

 

Dr. Rheault briefly reviewed what happened at the last meeting.  Testimony was received from individuals who are having difficulty passing the Principles of Learning and Teaching exam portion of one of their provisions.  Dr. Rheault stated that additional information was included in the packets.  Dr. Rheault reviewed testing information and pass/fail rates. 

 

Dr. Jerry Landwer, professor at UNLV, stated that he was ready to propose using Test 090 and recently learned that ETS is phasing out this test.  Dr. Landwer requested the explanation for the phase out of test 090.  Dr. Snow indicated that ETS is phasing out 090 because it is an old test and it is their practice to update tests.  

 

Dr. Landwer stated that test 092 is a pedagogy test, but is not labeled that.  Dr. Landwer feels that the State of Nevada has a problem, because the Commission has not acknowledged that test 092 as pedagogy based test.  Dr. Landwer stated that in his professional view, the PLT test is not a valid test for physical educators.  Dr. Landwer stated that physical education majors are not education majors.  Dr. Landwer proposes that our physical education majors take tests 091 and 092. 

 

Mark VanDamme, physical education major, stated that he has taken the PLT test and there was only one question related to physical education.  Mr. VanDamme took the test in July and has not received the results.  Mr. VanDamme stated that the PLT test had no relation to what he is doing in this class or reflects his outstanding teaching evaluations. 

 

Jeff Silva has taken the PLT test numerous times and failed.  Mr. Silva feels that his satisfactory performance documented in evaluations by his previous principals should be taken into account.  Mr. Silva has had to leave his job with the school district and return to trade work because of his failure to pass the PLT test. 

 

Dr. Snow responded that the 092 test is not considered by ETS to be a specific content pedagogy test, but is considered a content test.  Dr. Snow stressed that it doesn’t matter if the question says this is a social studies classroom or this is a Spanish classroom because the questions do not deal with that subject area.  This is just a means of providing the question and providing a context for questions.  In the new study guide it states, the PLT test are intentionally free of questions probing knowledge about particular subjects and content specific pedagogy.  The intent of the PLT is to test context of methods that cut across discipline boundaries.  Dr. Snow reviewed a sample from the study guide and referred individuals to the study guide. 

 

President Henick questioned if the Commission would like to hold a workshop on this issue with a possible future public hearing at the next meeting.

 

The Commission agreed to place this issue on the next agenda as a workshop and possible public hearing.

 

9.  10:15 A.M. – Workshop to Solicit Comments on Amendments to School Counselor 

                           Regulation NAC 391.185

 

President Henick opened the workshop for comments. 

 

Barbara Myers expressed concern that counselors are working a great deal with special education students and there are no recommendations adding special education courses in the graduate credits requirement under the 36 semester hours.  

 

A concern was expressed regarding why individuals have to take a special licensing test if they have already passed the licensing requirements for the State of Nevada.  It was indicated that the wording should include this as an option for counselors. 

 

Evelyn Grupe stated that when the Task Force met, this issue was raised and the feeling of the Task Force was that the standards put forth by the National Board exceed what is required in Nevada. 

 

There being no further comments, President Henick closed the workshop. 

 

10.  10:30 A.M. – Public Hearing to Consider Amendments to School Counselor

                            Regulation NAC 391.185

 

President Henick opened the public hearing for comments.  President Henick noted that this was a ONE TIME ONLY public hearing. 

 

Gary Waters expressed concern that a lot of time and effort went into amending this document and questioned the need for some of the changes.  Mr. Water’s stated that he does not see a crisis with the current School Counselor standards.  However, there is a need to protect the uniqueness of the school counseling field and school counseling in and of itself as a major field of study.  Mr. Waters expressed that school counselors need to have a practicum in the schools, not a generic practicum. 

 

A concern was expressed by Denise Hedrick that performance based indicators would solve that problem.  Concern was also expressed about having a licensed counselor in the school working with students who has not spent a good deal of time working with students in a school setting. 

 

There being no further comments, President Henick closed the public hearing. 

 

There was no Commission discussion.  Commissioner Cassem moved to accept the proposed regulation for certification of school counselors in the State of Nevada, NAC 391.185 as written, seconded by Vice President Munoz.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

A break was granted.

President Henick reconvened the meeting. 

 

11.  10:50 A.M. – Workshop to Solicit Comments on Math Endorsements

                               NAC 391.13043

 

President Henick opened the workshop for comments.

 

Present at the Las Vegas location were Jo Schlekewy, Director of Licensed Personnel for Clark County School District, and Mary Ann Gibbs, Administrative Specialist in Licensed Personnel for Clark County School District, and Lina Gutierrez, Executive Director of Licensed Personnel for Clark County School District. 

 

Dr. Rheault reviewed the history for the amendments to this regulation and stated that the area of secondary math has been identified as a critical labor shortage area in Nevada.  Licensing staff has had difficulty explaining the math endorsement and difficulty in issuing this license.  Dr. Rheault noted that the public hearing notice would be sent to individuals in the math community for their review and input.  The reason for the amendments is to address the critical shortage of math teachers within the State.  The State has lost prospective teachers whose transcripts do not match regulation requirements exactly, usually individuals from out-of-state.  The proposed regulations would allow individuals who have a math major to come into the State and if their transcripts do not match exactly would be eligible for the endorsement. 

 

Jo Schlekewy stated that the problem they are facing in Clark County is that there are a lot of applicants who have a minor or major in mathematics but their transcripts do not reflect the name of the specific coursework.  Lina Gutierrez stated that currently there are 19 openings in mathematics that cannot be filled and substitutes are being placed in these classrooms. 

 

Vice President Munoz questioned if individuals who come in under the alternative route to licensure have to pass the Praxis examination at a certain point.  It was explained that in the alternative route to licensure in math, applicants must have every math class required except for the 22 hours of educational coursework. 

 

Dr. Rheault responded that for most other endorsements, specific coursework similar to the math coursework is not identified.  Some flexibility is given in the other endorsement areas. 

 

It was discussed to have a special teleconference meeting and hold a public hearing and possible adoption for NAC 391.13043 in August. 

 

There being no further comments, President Henick closed the workshop.  Dr. Rheault was directed to schedule a special meeting for a public hearing and possible adoption of NAC 391.13043, as soon as possible. 

 

12.  Licensing Requirements for Library Media Specialists

 

Dr. Rheault stated that at the last meeting there was an individual who testified that they had completed a library specialist program, but not a school library specialist program.  Dr. Rheault provided information and reviewed the various Library Endorsements, how many current licenses have been issued in each endorsement area, and if a teaching license is required for each endorsement. 

 

Chopin Kiang reviewed the requirements for Library Media Specialists.

 

Lina Gutierrez, Clark County School District, expressed a concern regarding the shortage of library specialists, as they are hire for the next school year.  Clark County would like to see library experience count toward teaching experience. 

 

The Commission requested that the Library Media Specialist endorsement be placed on the September 6th agenda as a workshop and public hearing. 

 

President Munoz expressed concern that the endorsement not be watered down.  It is important for a school librarian to be very knowledgeable and not just have library experience. 

 

13.  Report on Task Force Activities

 

President Henick stated that there are three positions in which there are vacancies in co-chair positions.  President Henick suggested reviewing all of the Task Forces, to determine if that Task Force is still necessary. 

 

The Commission agreed to the following: 

 

1.         The Science Endorsement Task Force was postponed until 2004.

 

2.         The Middle School License Task Force – Chairperson Commissioner Zimmerman.  The Commission will wait for the new Commissioners to come on board to appoint a Co-Chair and the direction from the Federal government regarding middle schools. 

 

3.         Committee to Align Licensing Standards with State Board Teacher Preparation Standards – Chairperson Commissioner Jordan.  Will be discussed at the September 6 meeting. 

 

4.         Administrative Task Force – Co-Chairs Commissioners Segura and Jordan.  Task Force is currently being put together. 

 

5.         Steering Committee to Align Alternative Route Programs – Chair Commissioner Cassem.  The need for a Task Force will be discussed at the September 6, 2002 meeting. 

 

14.  Comments from Public

 

A concern was expressed regarding the Business and Industry license.  Clark County is facing a problem with individuals with a Business and Industry license.  A Business and Industry license does not require a college degree.  Individuals now applying for the business and Industry License will need to have at least 6 credits to receive the Business and Industry license, as the limited license option is no longer available.  This results in a shortage in filling those positions.

 

Dr. Rheault was directed to place the Business and Industry License regulation on the August special meeting agenda for workshop, public hearing and possible adoption as a temporary regulation. 

 

Mary Ann Gibbs questioned a letter received by the Commission.  Dr. Rheault stated that a letter was received and expressed concern regarding the social studies license.  This individual currently holds a valid social studies license in Nevada, but cannot get employment as a social studies teacher.  This person requested to be placed on the alternative route to licensure program.  Dr. Rheault stated that the alternative licensure route was set up to get individuals who don’t hold a license already in Nevada.  They must have a bachelor’s degree or higher in some other field or in education.  The intent was to get these individuals into the classrooms.  It wasn’t intended to be a loophole or a route for licensed teachers to try and add an endorsement onto their current license.  Dr. Rheault stated that the individual currently holds a secondary license and the Department does not issue, for one individual, two different licenses with different provisions listed.  Dr. Rheault informed the individual of a couple of options.  He could surrender his current license and apply for the alternative license, explore the possibility if he is eligible for the special education option program, or come and discuss this matter with the Commission. 

 

Mary Ann Gibbs stated that this individual does qualify for the option program for special education generalist.  He has at least 6 credits to meet the minimum requirement in special education.  Clark County lists him as an active applicant for a special education position. 

 

There was no interest on the Commission to review the alternative route to licensure.

 

15.  Comments from Staff

 

There were no comments from Staff.  

 

16.  Comments From Commissioners

 

Vice President Munoz suggested that the Commission review a program in Sacramento.  In this program a student teacher is assigned to a classroom, receives substitute pay and at the end of their student teaching assignment may be offered a job.  It was indicated that Clark County School District has a program similar to this. 

 

Chopin Kiang is currently writing a federal grant to help with expenses for student teachers during their student teaching.

 

President Henick stated that this the last meeting for Mr. Munoz, who has served Nevada for a number of years on this Commission.  President Henick thanked and commended Mr. Munoz for what he has brought to the Commission and to the licensure of teachers. 

 

President Henick suggest that a certificate or plaque be made for Mr. Munoz and Mr. Lamping for their service on the Commission to present at the next meeting. 

 

17.  Adjournment of Commission Meeting

 

President Henick adjourned the meeting. 

 

 
