Minutes of the Meeting

 

COMMISSION ON PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS IN EDUCATION

 

March 12, 2004

 

1.         Call to Order; 2. Roll Call; and 3. Pledge of Allegiance

 

President Segura called the meeting of the Commission on Professional Standards in Education to order at 9:40 A.M. in the Board Room of the Nevada Department of Education Office in Carson  City and by video conference in the Conference Room of the Nevada Department of Education in Las Vegas, Nevada. Roll call showed the following Commissioners present: 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:

 

Sue Segura, President

Patricia Cassem, Commissioner

Patrick McGuire, Commissioner

Rhogenia McMillan, Commissioner

Dr. Hardy McNew, Commissioner

Aldeane Ries, Commissioner

Marjorie Zimmerman, Commissioner

 

MEMBER ABSENT: 

 

Dr. Teresa Jordan, Vice President –excused

Dr. Steven Henick, Commissioner – resigned

 

STAFF PRESENT:

 

Dr. Keith Rheault, Superintendent of Public Instruction  

Christina Harper, Secretary to the Commission

Chopin Kiang, Director of Teacher Licensure

Donna Brothers, Carson City Teacher Licensure Office 

 

LEGAL COUNSEL PRESENT:

 

No legal counsel present.   

 

AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE:

 

Northern Nevada:

 

Brian Moore, Head Counselor at Clark High School, Clark County School District 

Mina Ghorbani, Counselor at Clark High School, Clark County School District 

Vernon Luft, University of Nevada, Reno, College of Education 

Catherine Jackson, Washoe County School District 

 

Southern Nevada: 

 

Felicia Pagan, Las Vegas Teacher Licensure Office

Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District, Coordinator

Linda Quinn, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, College of Education 

 

A quorum of the Commission was present. 

 

Commissioner McNew led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

President Segura, on behalf of the Commission, congratulated Dr. Rheault on his appointment as the Superintendent of Public Instruction for Nevada. 

 

Dr. Rheault stated that the Commission assignment will be turned over to Chopin Kiang, Director of Teacher Licensure.  Dr. Rheault stated it has been a pleasure working with the Commission. 

 

4.         Approval of Agenda

 

Commissioner McNew moved to approve the agenda as published, seconded by Commissioner Zimmerman.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

5.         Approval of Minutes:  a) January 16,  2004 

 

Commissioner Ries moved to approve the January 16, 2004 minutes as submitted, seconded by Commissioner McNew.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

6.         Fiscal Report – Review of Current Budget Account Balance

 

Dr. Rheault reviewed the budget status FY 2003 report and stated that revenues collected as of March 5, 2004 total $531,000.  Revenues are flat from the previous year, as of March 15, 2003 a total of $545,000 had been collected in licensure fees.  Dr. Rheault stated that there will not be any problem in paying all the expenses for the year, but it does means that the reserves will not be accumulating as fast.  Currently, the reserves are at $225,000, which is almost identical to the reserves at the end of last fiscal year. 

 

Dr. Rheault stated that the Department is moving forward with the imaging system and meetings have been scheduled with two vendors. 

 

Dr. Rheault stated that the Commission has expended about 50% of the travel budget and the remaining funds will meet the needs through the end of the fiscal year.  Dr. Rheault stated that there are travel funds available for Task Force members or other Commission related travel. 

 

7.         Election of Officer – President and Vice President

 

Dr. Rheault stated that Commission officers are elected annually.  Dr. Rheault opened the nominations for President.  Commissioner Ries nominated Sue Segura for President.  There being no other nominations, Dr. Rheault called for a vote for Sue Segura as President.  Sue Segura was voted unanimously as President.

 

Dr. Rheault opened the nominations for Vice President.  Commissioner Ries nominated Patricia Cassem for Vice President.  There being no other nominations, Dr. Rheault called for a vote for Patricia Cassem as Vice President.  Patricia Cassem was voted unanimously as Vice President.

 

8.         Schedule Meeting Dates for the Next Year

 

Commissioner Ries moved to adopt the following meeting schedule, seconded by Vice President Cassem.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

            May 7, 2004                           Las Vegas 

            July 16, 2004                         Carson City 

            September 24, 2004            Las Vegas 

            December 10, 2004             Carson City 

            February 11, 2005                Las Vegas 

            April 29, 2005                        Carson City 

 

The Commission discussed and agreed to begin their meetings at 1:00 P.M. and to be time flexible depending upon the items on the agenda. 

 

Dr. Rheault informed the Commission that the State Board of Education will also be meeting on May 7, and the start time for the Commission may need to be adjusted to begin in the morning. 

 

9.         Report on the National  Alternative Route to Licensure Conference

 

Commissioner McGuire reported that the Alternative  Route to Licensure Task Force held their first meeting on March 11, 2004.  There was good attendance and representation from around the state, including rural representation.  Commissioner McGuire stated that the Task Force reviewed the current alternative route to licensure regulations and agreed that editing of the regulations needs to be done.  The Task Force discussed survey and data collection for the alternative route and agreed that teleconferencing the meeting worked well, especially for the rural areas.  The Task Force agreed that the regulations are unclear and would like to make the regulations more understandable and user friendly.  The next meeting of the Task Force is scheduled for either April 21 or April 27, depending upon teleconferencing availability. 

 

Vice President Cassem stated that the Task Force is working on developing a brochure or statement indicating what the options are on the alternative route, specifically what it takes to qualify for an alternative route license.  The Task Force felt that there needs to be better understanding of the alternative route to licensure regulations.  The Task Force is in the process of collecting data.  The goal of the Task Force is to review the regulations and determine if they are meeting the needs of all school districts, is there anything that needs to be changed, is there information from school districts, already implementing the current alternative route to licensure that need to be refined, what are other school districts doing, and to get the word out on the option of the alternative route to licensure.  The Task Force is also developing a flowchart template for alternative routes to licensure, similar to the HOUSSE Rules.  Vice President Cassem stated that this is not just a program for public schools; this is a program that any private school or school district can implement for critical shortage areas. 

 

Mr. Kiang stated that he and Commissioner McGuire attended a National Conference on Alternative Route to Licensure during the first week of February in San Antonio, Texas.  Mr. Kiang stated that Nevada is ahead in the alternative route to licensure movement.  Nevada initiated the alternative route to licensure regulation in 1996.  Mr. Kiang stated that Dr. George Ann Rice, Clark County School District, has been identified as a forerunner in the alternative route to licensure movement as a result of her programs initiated in Clark County.  Mr. Kiang stated that the conference identified challenges and issues, including that an alternative route program needs to have a good induction and mentorship model to accompany the process and to ensure that a higher education institution remain a partner with the process.  Mr. Kiang stated that Nevada is on the right track. 

 

10.       Workshop and Public Hearing to Solicit Comments to Consider Elimination of the TB Requirement for Teacher Licensure and License Renewal.  Proposal Amendments to NAC 391.045 – Application for License or Endorsement:  Required Documentation; Fee; Applicability of Academic Credits and NAC 391.070 – Renewal of Licenses; General Requirements; Delay of Expiration Date by Superintendent

 

President Segura opened the workshop at 10:10 A.M.  There were nine individuals present. 

 

Commissioner Ries stated that per previous testimony from the State of Nevada Health Division they do not deem this requirement necessary and questioned the need to keep the requirement.  Nevada is one of a few states with this requirement.  Mr. Kiang responded that there are less than five states that presently require TB testing. 

 

Dr. Rheault stated that the only comments he received were from a couple of school districts that advised to not act so quickly to eliminate the requirement, as the testing may catch a problem. 

 

President Segura closed the workshop at 10:13 A.M. 

 

President Segura opened the public hearing at 10:13 A.M.  There were nine individuals present.  There were no comments.  President Segura closed the public hearing at 10:14  A.M. 

 

Vice President moved to adopt the amendments to NAC 391.045 and 391.070 – to eliminate the TB requirement, seconded by Commissioner Ries.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

11.       Workshop and Public Hearing to Solicit Comments on Proposed Amendments to NAC 391.13065 – Qualifications to Receive Endorsement to Teach Automotive Service Technology

 

President Segura opened the workshop at 10:15 A.M.  There were nine individuals present. 

 

Dr. Rheault explained that the Commission had adopted the identical wording previously and the language was inadvertently deleted from the regulation and needs to be adopted.  There being no other comments, President Segura closed the workshop at 10:16 A.M. 

 

President Segura opened the public hearing at 10:16 A.M.  There were nine individuals present.  There were no public comments.  President Segura closed the public hearing at 10:17 A.M. 

 

Commissioner McMillan moved to adopt the amendments to NAC 391.13065, seconded by Commissioner Ries.  The motion passed unanimously.

 

12.       Report and Recommendations from the Administrative Task Force

 

President Segura postponed this agenda item until the next meeting. 

 

Mr. Kiang stated that Commissioner Jordan discussed with him the possibility of continuing the Task Force for a partnership in a statewide grant proposal on administrative leadership and will discuss this with the Commission at the next meeting. 

 

13.       Update on the Special Education Highly Qualified Requirements

 

Dr. Rheault provided a hand out and stated that there has been a continued concern particularly for special education teachers that there is no designation on how they can become highly qualified with regards to No Child Left Behind.  There were no exceptions or waivers for special education teachers in the final regulations.  The Department directed school districts and special education teachers that direction was to be addressed through the reauthorization of the IDEA Act.  On January 16, 2004 the Department received non-regulatory guidance, from the US Department of Education, which states that special education teachers who teach core academic subjects must be highly qualified.  Since that time, Dr. Rheault has met with all of the special education school district directors and asked them to provide examples of special education situations to send to the US Department of Education. 

 

Dr. Rheault stated that additional flexibility and guidance for special education teacher should be forthcoming within a month.  Dr. Rheault reassured that special education teachers will be given ample time to complete the highly qualified requirements, if there are additional requirements. 

 

14.       Discussion Regarding the Counselor Praxis Examination

 

Mina Ghorbani, counselor at Clark High School in Las Vegas, expressed concern with the Praxis School Counselor Examination and the Educational Testing Service (ETS).  Ms. Ghorbani stated that the State of Nevada requires that school counselors take the Praxis exam and obtain a score of 610 in order to retain licensure.  Ms. Ghorbani stated that she has taken and failed and Praxis exam six times and this has affected her emotionally and professionally.  Ms. Ghorbani stated that she has a master’s degree with a 4.0 GPA from UNLV, over 600 hours of internship, and positive employment evaluations for the past two years. 

 

Ms. Ghorbani listed her concerns with the Praxis exam and ETS:

 


1 
The Praxis exam CANNOT be the sole factor in  determining a counselor’s proficiency and abilities. 


2 
The reliability of the test regarding the  technical consistency of the score and validity.  A test that has a history of not  producing reliable results cannot be a valid measure. 


3 
There should be an option available.  If the Praxis exam continues then an  option must be available to accommodate the deficiency as defined by this sole  test. 


4 
Flaws exist in the exam as to the degree of  subjectivity of the materials on which individuals are tested and  graded. 

 

Brian Moore, Head Counselor at Clark High School, stated that he has a master’s degree with a 3.5 GPA from UNLV, and has been a full time counselor since November 2001.  In addition, Mr. Moore is the scholarship coordinator and college counselor, each year Mr. Moore has been awarded a certificate for his dedication to students and staff and yet he has been unsuccessful at achieving a passing score of 610 on the Praxis exam.  Mr. Moore stated that a person’s career should not be judged by one exam and achieving a score of 610 does not make a person a good counselor.  Mr. Moore stated that the passing score was raised from 590 to 610 in 1996. 

 

Mr. Moore stated that ETS is a for-profit company and an individual must register for the next exam prior to receiving the scores from the prior exam or face a late fee penalty.  If you register for the next exam and pass, ETS obtains a portion of that fee. 

 

Commissioner Ries questioned why the passing score was raised, how is the test validated, and how many counselors are affected by not passing the 610 score.  Mr. Kiang responded that scores are reviewed by a team of peers convened by the Department and the team reviews numerous items to validate the exam.  The school counselor exam and passing scores were reviewed in 1996/97.  The standard of the score setting is a rigorous standard and the review team consists of 30-35 peers from that field.  The team reviews historical data, current testing specs, and Rubrics to valid the test.  Mr. Kiang stated that copies of the minutes from 1996 are included in the packet for information.  Mr. Kiang stated that he received information from ETS and in 2001/2002 and the average passing score was 618 for all of the school guidance and counseling examinees.  For 2002/2003 the average passing scores had been reduced to 583.   

 

Commissioner Ries questioned how many individuals failed the Praxis exam.

 

Dr. Rheault stated that the Department followed up with ETS on the last exam given as there was an assembling error.  The error occurred when there should have been twelve items in a particular section of the test and there were only seven.  The other five test questions, however, were imbedded elsewhere in the test.  All 120 questions were scored and the test was valid.  There were ten individuals from Nevada that took the exam and seven of the ten passed.  Dr. Rheault stated that the last time the exam and passing scores were reviewed was in 1996 and it may be time to assemble a review committee to review the test and passing scores. 

 

Vice President Cassem stated that since that last time this exam was reviewed was in 1996 and the fact that 80% pass on the first try; she would like the Commission to do a thorough study of the impact before implementing any changes. 

 

Commissioner McNew stated that before the last legislative session, the Commission met with the Interim Committee on Education with Senator Raggio.  Senator Raggio was highly critical of the Commission and the Department of Education because the passing cut scores were not the highest in the nation.  Senator Raggio wanted the cut scores on required Praxis exams to be raised. 

 

Commissioner Zimmerman stated that it was her understanding that Clark County School District is preparing programs to help individuals who are having difficulty passing the Praxis exams.   

 

Vice President Cassem suggested that Ms. Ghorbani and Mr. Moore contact and become involved with the professional counselor association and work with them to set up Praxis study groups. 

 

Commissioner McNew moved to direct the Department to convene a Review Committee to review the Praxis exam and cut scores for school counselors, seconded by Commissioner Zimmerman.  Commissioner Ries stated that if this is not a problem for a lot of individuals, then the Commission or Department should not put out a lot of work on this issue.  President Segura requested that the Commission review the mean scores and look at the average scores.  President Segura called for a vote on the motion and the motion passed.

 

15.       Update of Task Force Activities

 


• 
Middle School Task  Force

 

Commissioner McMillan stated that the Task Force met on March 9, 2004.  The Task Force is recommending that the staff work with Dr. Rheault on legal issues and language to align with No Child Left Behind and Senate Bill 1.  The Task Force would like staff to work on details and report recommendations to the Task Force by April 20.  The next meeting of the Task Force is scheduled for April 20, 2004. 

 


• 
Administrative Task  Force

 

A report will be provided at the next meeting.

 

President Segura expressed appreciation, on behalf of the Commission, to all of the Task Force members for their hard work and dedication. 

 

16.       Future Agenda Items

 

President Segura stated that the following items would be on the May agenda:

 

q       Update and recommendations from the Administrative Task Force;

q       Special education licensure;

q       Update on special education teacher highly qualified requirements;

q       Update from Review Committee of school counselor scores and Praxis exam;

q       Middle School Task Force report and update

 

Upon a request from Mr. Kiang, Vice President Cassem volunteered to be the Chair of the School Counseling Task Force for review of the Praxis exam and cut scores. 

 

17.       Comments From Public

 

There were no comments from the public. 

 

18.       Comments from Staff

 

Dr. Rheault stated that there is no Attorney General’s office representative at this meeting.  The previous Deputy Attorney General for the Commission, Tina Leiss, has left the Attorney General’s office and is now working for PERS.  The Commission will have a new Attorney General appointed in the near future. 

 

19.       Comments from Commissioners

 

Commissioner Ries thanked Dr. Rheault for his support and invaluable information over the years and stated that he will be missed by the Commission. 

 

Dr. Rheault stated that Gloria Dopf has been appointed as the new Deputy Superintendent.

 

President Segura acknowledged Dr. Henick for his dedication to the Commission. 

 

Commissioner Zimmerman stated that a large pool of middle school teachers are needed to take the middle school Praxis II exam (beginning teacher, mid-career teachers, advanced career teacher, variety of ethnic and age groups), if anyone is interested or knows of anyone that would be interested, please contact Mr. Kiang.

 

20.       Adjournment of Commission Meeting

 

President Segura adjourned the meeting at 11: 00 A.M. 

 

 
