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Minutes of the Meeting 

STATE OF NEVADA – DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

COMMISSION ON PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS IN EDUCATION

March 17, 2006
1.
Call to Order; 2. Roll Call; and 3. Pledge of Allegiance
Vice President Luft called the meeting of the Commission on Professional Standards in Education to order at 10:05 A.M. in the Board Conference Room of the Nevada Department of Education Office in Carson City, Nevada.  Roll call showed the following Commissioners present:  

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: 

Dr. Vernon Luft, Vice President 

Carol Lark, Commissioner 

Patrick McGuire, Commissioner 

Rhogenia McMillan, Commissioner 

Dr. Hardy McNew, Commissioner 

Fred Perdomo, Commissioner 

Aldeane Ries, Commissioner 

Marjorie Zimmerman, Commissioner 
COMMISSIONER ABSENT:  

Patricia Cassem, President – excused for family illness  
STAFF PRESENT: 

Christina Harper, Secretary to the Commission 

Gloria, Dopf, Deputy Superintendent, Instructional, Research and Evaluative Services 

Doug Thunder, Deputy Superintendent of Administrative and Fiscal Services

Dr. Jerry Barbee, Director of Teacher Licensure 

Donna Brother, Teacher Licensure 

Rorie Fitzpatrick, Consultant, Special Education, ESEA and School Improvement 

LEGAL COUNSEL PRESENT: 

Bob Auer, Deputy Attorney General      

AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE: 

Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District 

Joe Enge, Education Watch Nevada 

A quorum of the Commission was present.  

Commissioner Perdomo led the pledge of allegiance.  

4.
Approval of Agenda
Commissioner Ries moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Commissioner McNew.  The motion passed unanimously. 

5.
Approval of Minutes:  a) February 2, 2006 

Commissioner Zimmerman requested the following amendment on page 3, Item #7, 6th paragraph, “Commissioner Lark moved that the Commission [endorse this exception and] refer to the Superintendent for action.”  
Commissioner McNew moved to approve the February 2, 2006 minutes as amended, seconded by Commissioner Ries.  The motion passed unanimously. 

6.
Fiscal Report – Review of Current Budget Account Balance
Doug Thunder, Deputy Superintendent of Administrative and Fiscal Services, reviewed an analysis of licensing fees and revenues of the past few years.  Mr. Thunder stated that for this budget account to work, it must carry a reserve and may carry a reserve from year to year.  The Department strives to carry a $100,000 reserve each year.  The teacher licensure budget is a self-supporting budget and has been for about the past eight years.   
Mr. Thunder stated that due to a significant decline in reserves for FY 2006, the budget had to be adjusted.  The net result is apparent when comparing the percentage in the reserve, the percentage changes with the licensing revenue, and the percentage changes in the expenditure this budget has seen a decline in the reserve.  
Dr. Barbee stated that that the teacher licensure office is self supporting and only exists based upon fees received. 

7.
Discussion Regarding the Raising of Licensure Fees
Dr. Barbee reviewed the current fee schedule and the proposed fee schedule to include the increase in the initial application fee from $65 to $110; increasing the additional endorsement fee from $45 to $50; and increasing the duplicate licensure fee from $10 to $20.  The license renewal fee would remain at $80.  
Dr. Barbee reviewed a chart of what other states are charging for teacher licensure and if that teacher licensure office is self supporting or not.  Dr. Barbee stated that Nevada does not charge for an application packet, but there are two states that do charge for an application packet.  Dr. Barbee stated that the Department hopes to have the teacher licensure application on the website to help eliminate the copying and mailing costs of the application packet.    

Commissioner Ries expressed concern that it is already difficult to get teachers to come to Nevada and if we raise the fees this could further discourage teachers from coming to Nevada to teach.  Commissioner Ries stated that she understands the need for funding the operations of the teacher licensure office, but feels what is most important are the children and raising the fees would hurt the children.  

Ms. Dopf stated that the expenditures allow the teacher licensure office to operate and generate licenses for teachers.  Ms. Dopf cautioned if the budget cannot support the operation at its current level; it could result in a reduction of licensing staff which would affect how effectively licenses are approved and issued.   

Commissioner Lark stated that she agrees with Commissioner Ries priority with children and supports not increasing renewal fees.  Commissioner Lark stated that it is critically important to continue to provide adequate service in the teacher licensure office. 

Commissioner Zimmerman stated that the amount of time it takes to receive a license has been significantly reduced over the past several years. 

Mr. Thunder, responding to Commissioner Ries, stated that the Legislature in 1997 or 1999 decided that the Teacher Licensure Board should be self supporting budget based upon how other licensing Boards/Commissions operate in the State.  Prior to this decision the licensure office was funded through the State’s general fund.  The Legislature also determined that this self supporting budget must keep an appropriate reserve.  

Upon questioning by Commissioner McGuire, Dr. Barbee responded that the Department is looking into having individuals apply and receive their licenses on-line in an effort to improve efficiency in the teacher licensure office.  Dr. Barbee stated that the Department is also looking at the electronic scanning of fingerprints, as those results are to be received back within three days.  Electronic technology can greatly increase the efficiency of the teacher licensure office. 

Dr. Barbee stated that the teacher licensure office is currently imaging all of the teacher licensure files and this will take approximately eighteen months to complete.  The Department is working with the Department of Information Technology (DOIT) to develop and set up a confidential web site for teachers to be able to review their licensure for provisions, renewal date, and print certificates.  

Ms. Dopf stated that DOIT charges a fee to develop, set up, and manage a web site.  The development costs are the most expensive and then there are the maintenance fees for the web site.  
Commissioner McGuire stated that a small increase in licensure fees does not seem unreasonable.  
Commissioner McGuire moved to approve the raising of licensure fees as recommended, seconded by Commissioner McMillan.  Following a discussion in which it was indicated that a raise in licensure fees would facilitate a change in regulation, Commissioner McGuire moved to amend his motion to direct staff to begin the process for a workshop and public hearing to amend and raise licensure fees, seconded by Commissioner McMillan.  The motion passed unanimously. 

8.
Update and Report from Task Force as to the Requirements of NAC 391.036(2)(f), And A Review of the Course of Study Requirements to Satisfy the Teacher Licensure Pre-Professional Skills Test (PPST) in Basic Reading, Writing, and Mathematics
Commissioner Zimmerman stated that the Task Force met on March 1, 2006.  The following individuals participated on the Task Force:  Dr. Barbee, Vern Luft, Marc Owen, Darren Hardman, Bill Speers, and Marjorie Zimmerman.  The Task Force met to revise the classes that may be taken after having taken the PPST test.  As criteria the Task Force identified classes that would provide a minimum level of skills while trying to avoid classes with prerequisites.  The applicant must receive a B in the class to meet the requirements for licensing.  The Task Force determined that the following classes could be used: 
MATH 


Mathematics Math 120 




CCSN 


Mathematics Math 120 




UNR 


Mathematics Math 120 




Great Basin CC 


Mathematics Math 120 




Truckee Meadows CC 


Mathematics Math 120 




Western Nevada CC 
WRITING 


Writing English 101 





CCSN 

Writing English 101 





UNR 


Writing English 101 





Great Basin CC 


Writing English 101 





Truckee Meadows CC


Writing English 101 





Western Nevada CC 

READING 


Reading Reading 133 – Speed Reading 


CCSN 


Reading Reading 135 – Critical Reading 

CCSN 


Reading English 115B – Power Reading 

Western Nevada CC 

Reading English 116B – College Reading 

Western Nevada CC 

OR 

A three-credit reading improvement course at the 100 level or above with the approval of the Superintendent of Public Instruction or his designee.  

The Task Force also made the following recommendations: 

· The list of classes be reviewed periodically, as course offerings change; 

· A course development committee or task force with representatives from institutions of higher education be formed to explore the development of courses such as Mathematics for PPST or Reading for PPST.  UNLV currently has a noncredit pilot program in Mathematics for the PPST which could possibly be a model for the mathematics class; 

· The regulations with regard to PPST test be reviewed for clarity; 

· Amend the regulation to indicate that an individual must take and fail the PPST prior to taking the recommended courses.  

It was discussed to add courses at Nevada State College and UNLV.  A complete list will be provided at the next meeting for Commission approval.  
Following discussion, Commissioner Zimmerman moved to accept the recommendations from the Task Force and direct staff to begin the workshop and public hearing process to amend the regulations, seconded by Commissioner Ries.  The motion passed unanimously. 

9.
Update and Report from Task Force as to the Request From Clark County School District For Amendments to NAC 391.057 and 391.058 – Conditional License
Commissioner McGuire thanked the members of the Task Force and stated that the Task Force met on March 15, 2006.  The following individuals participated on the Task Force:  Patrick McGuire, Mary Ann Gibbs, Donna Brothers, Barbara Beeline, Dr. Jerry Barbee, John Moddrell, and Vern Luft.  The Task Force looked at revising the regulation for consistency.  
Commissioner McGuire provided recommendation for amendments to NAC 391.057 and 391.058 as agreed to by the Task Force.  

Commissioner McGuire stated that the Special Education Advisory Committee is also working on amendments that could be incorporated into this regulation in addressing critical needs areas.  

Commissioner Ries moved to accept the Task Force Report and direct staff to begin the workshop and public hearing process for amendments to NAC 391.057 and 391.058, seconded by Commissioner McMillan.  The motion passed unanimously. 

10.
Update of Task Force Activities
There were no other task force activities. 
11.
Future Agenda Items
The following items were noted to be on the next meeting agenda:  

· Workshop and Public Hearing for possible adoption of licensure fee increases; 
· Workshop and Public Hearing for possible adoption of NAC 391.036 – clarifying that an individual may take courses after taking and failing the PPST; 
· Approve the revised and complete list of courses to take in lieu of the PPST; 

· Workshop and Public Hearing for possible adoption for NAC 391.057 and 391.058 – Conditional license; 

· Formulate a Task Force to Review NAC 391 for consistency and improve interpretation of regulations.  
12.
Comments From Public

There were no public comments. 
13.
Comments from Staff
There were no staff comments.  
14.
Comments from Commissioners
Commissioner Ries suggested that in an effort to save money to resume video conference meetings when the agenda has only informative items.  
Ms. Dopf responded that the Department’s video conference equipment has had problems and the Department is not using the video equipment for meetings until equipment can be upgraded to provide adequate coverage for a cohesive meeting.  Ms. Dopf stated that she supports video conferencing and the Department is in the process of upgrading the video conferencing system.  There is an option to use other video conferencing facilities, but run the risk of being bumped for another meeting and there is usually a cost involved.  Ms. Dopf will report to the Commission as to the progress of upgrading the video conferencing equipment. 
Commissioner Zimmerman expressed concern with NCLB and that Districts are having a difficult time obtaining test scores from the State. 

Ms. Brothers responded that there is a problem with the use of social security numbers to match up test scores.  The Educational Testing Service (ETS) is recommending that individuals taking the exam not use their social security number for confidentiality.  The Department’s web site needs social security numbers in order to post test results to the correct file, otherwise the scores have to be manually inputted into the system, as there is no unique identifier.  Ms. Brothers stated that she regularly provides a list of the test scores to school districts of individuals who pass the exam and school districts have access to the Department’s secure website for that information.    
In response to Commissioner Zimmerman’s concerns with No Child Left Behind (NCLB), Ms. Dopf stated that by the end of school year all teachers are to be 100% highly qualified.  The Nevada Department of Education can petition the US Department of Education for an exception and must provide documentation that Nevada has taken steps to have all teachers 100% highly qualified.  The Department will file a petition with the US Department of Education.  Ms. Dopf will keep the Commission informed as to the progress of this issue.  Ms. Dopf stated that the Department is hoping for an extension, as Nevada has had challenges with growth.  The Department is suggesting that Districts not hire individuals that are not highly qualified.  
Commissioner McGuire thanked Donna Brothers and Mary Ann Gibbs for all their help with the Conditional Licensure Task Force. 

Vice President Luft expressed a concern regarding a situation with testing requirements that the math test has a cut score of 144 for a math major and a cut score of 133 for a math minor.  Vice President Luft stated that this could be a problem for the institution where the student attends and could affect the institution’s accreditation if the institution does not meet the pass rate.  Vice President Luft stated that he will speak with his colleagues with regard to this issue to determine if they have similar concerns.  

15.
Adjournment of Commission Meeting
Vice President Luft adjourned the meeting at 11:47 A.M. 

