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Minutes of the Meeting 

STATE OF NEVADA – DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

COMMISSION ON PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS IN EDUCATION

May 11, 2006
1.
Call to Order; 2. Roll Call; and 3. Pledge of Allegiance
President Cassem called the meeting of the Commission on Professional Standards in Education to order at 9:50 A.M. in the 2nd Floor Board Conference Room of the Nevada Department of Education Office in Las Vegas, Nevada.  Roll call showed the following Commissioners present:  

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: 

Patricia Cassem, President 

Dr. Vernon Luft, Vice President 

Carol Lark, Commissioner 

Patrick McGuire, Commissioner 

Rhogenia McMillan, Commissioner 

Dr. Hardy McNew, Commissioner 

Marjorie Zimmerman, Commissioner 
COMMISSIONER ABSENT:  

Aldeane Ries, Commissioner – excused 

Fred Perdomo, Commissioner – excused 

STAFF PRESENT: 

Christina Harper, Secretary to the Commission 

Gloria, Dopf, Deputy Superintendent, Instructional, Research and Evaluative Services 

Dr. Jerry Barbee, Director of Teacher Licensure 

Mark Owen, Teacher Licensure Office 

Felicia Pagan, Teacher Licensure Office 

Anna Lim, Teacher Licensure Office

LEGAL COUNSEL PRESENT: 

David Newton, Deputy Attorney General      

AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE: 

Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District 

Dr. William Speer, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Dorothy M. Nolan, State Board of Education Member 

Dr. Marilyn Ford, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

A quorum of the Commission was present.  

Commissioner Zimmerman led the pledge of allegiance.  

4.
Approval of Agenda
Commissioner McNew moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Commissioner Zimmerman.  The motion passed unanimously. 

5.
Approval of Minutes:  a) March 17, 2006 

Vice President Luft moved to approve the March 17, 2006 minutes as submitted, seconded by Commissioner McMillan.  The motion passed unanimously. 

6.
Fiscal Report – Review of Current Budget Account Balance
Dr. Barbee stated that the budgets are in good shape until the end of the fiscal year.  Dr. Barbee stated that there will be a need to address and use a portion of the budget reserve to cover the shortfall in staff salary and benefits, but even with using a portion of the reserve, the budgets will still be in good shape. 

7.
Update of Nevada Department of Education Activities
Gloria Dopf, Deputy Superintendent, stated that the first item is an April 14th memorandum from Dr. Rheault to provide guidance to the Districts regarding highly qualified teacher requirements of No Child Left Behind (NCLB).  In the memo, Dr. Rheault stated that Margaret Spelling, Secretary of Education, in her letter assured that States that do not quite reach the 100% goal by the end of the 2005-06 school year will not lose funds if they are implementing the law and making a good faith effort to reach the highly qualified teacher goal in NCLB as soon as possible.  Dr. Rheault indicated that it is his strong belief that Nevada is implementing the law to its fullest and that all school districts and the state have been making a good faith effort towards the 100% compliance goal.  Secretary Spellings’ letter also indicates that States that have not met the 100% goal will be allowed to submit a revised plan to the U.S. Department of Education detailing specific steps the State will take to reach the highly qualified teacher goal during the 2006-07 school year.  Nevada will be submitting a revised plan for approval regarding the steps Nevada will take to reach the goal of 100% highly qualified teachers within the State.  

Upon questioning, Ms. Dopf responded that the federal government is in the process of reviewing compliance for June 30th deadline, and there is no waiver of the timeline requirement provided for in federal statute.  There is a deadline of July 7, 2006 for Nevada to provide a plan that identifies how Nevada is dealing with the 100% highly qualified compliance.  
In the memo, Dr. Rheault provided guidance to school districts for action with teachers that are employed and teaching core academic subjects and are not yet considered highly qualified.  Dr. Rheault stated that as long as the teachers are making a good faith effort in trying to meet the barriers that are keeping them from being highly qualified, there should be no consequence to the teacher at this point and that continued employment with the district should not be questioned regarding highly qualified status.  Dr. Rheault also stated that if the Districts are in the position of not being able to fill a vacant or new position with a highly qualified teacher, then the next best action is to hire a Nevada licensed teacher (not considered highly qualified) for the grade level or subject area that needs to be filled.  
Ms. Dopf stated that the highly qualified requirement for paraprofessionals working in academic areas in Title I schools has been extended to June 30, 2006.  

Ms. Dopf stated that the second item is the Teacher Quality Task Force that has met twice and is comprised of higher education officials, school districts, schools, regional professional development centers, Nevada Department of Education staff, and parent organizations.  The Task Force was put together under the State Improvement Plan Goal of Alignment.  The Task Force has been charged with looking at the issue of alignment of the Standards to the course offerings through higher education pre-service course offerings, licensure requirements, and renewal requirements.  The Task Force is also looking at the issue of alignment and if there are any barriers where there is a disconnect and looking at data analysis and bring forth recommendations for action planning.  Ms. Dopf stated that there may be a request for this Commission to reconsider requirements of NAC 391 for licensure/re-licensure to bring a better alignment.  
Commissioner Zimmerman reminded that licensure requirements and highly qualified requirements are not the same and that highly qualified requirements are different from state to state.  

8.
Schedule Meeting Dates and Sites for 2006-2007
Commissioner McMillan moved to adopt the following meeting schedule, seconded by Vice President Luft.  The motion passed unanimously.  

August 3, 2006 


Carson City 


September 15, 2006 

Las Vegas 


November 3, 2006 


Carson City 


January 12, 2007 


Las Vegas 


March 9, 2007 


Carson City 


May 11, 2007 


Las Vegas

9.
Review and Approve the List of Courses That An Individual May Take in Lieu of the Pre-Professional Skills Test (PPST), After Taking and Failing the PPST
Commissioner Zimmerman, Chair of the Task Force, reviewed the courses for approval and provided a hand out.  The following is the list of courses that were identified to be accepted in lieu of the PPST: 

Mathematics

Mathematics 120  


University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Mathematics 120 


University of Nevada, Reno 

Mathematics 120 


Nevada State College 

Mathematics 120 


Community College of Southern Nevada 

Mathematics 120 


Great Basin College 

Mathematics 120 


Truckee Meadows Community College 

Mathematics 120 


Western Nevada Community College 

Mathematics 1000


Nova Southeastern University 

Mathematics 090


Sierra Nevada College 

Reading
Reading 133 – Speed Reading 
Community College of Southern Nevada 

Reading 135 – Critical Reading 
Community College of Southern Nevada 

Reading English 115B - 

Western Nevada Community College 

    Power Reading 

Reading English 116B - 

Western Nevada Community College 

    College Reading 

Reading 135 – Improvement 
Truckee Meadows Community College 

     Of College Reading Skills 

Reading 1000 – College Reading Nova Southeastern University 

Writing
English 101 



University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

English 101 



University of Nevada, Reno 

English 101 



Nevada State College 

English 101 



Community College of Southern Nevada 

English 101 



Great Basin College 

English 101 



Truckee Meadows Community College 

English 101 



Western Nevada Community College 

Comp 1000 



Nova Southeastern University 

Comm 105 



University of Phoenix 

Commissioner Zimmerman reminded the Commission that individuals taking these courses must have a grade of B or better.  

Commissioner Zimmerman moved to approve and accept the list of courses, seconded by Commissioner Lark.  The motion passed unanimously. 

President Cassem thanked Commissioner Zimmerman for all of her hard work on the development of this list of courses.  Commissioner Zimmerman thanked Dr. Barbee and the Las Vegas Licensure staff for their help and work with this task. 
10.
Appoint a Task Force to Review Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 391 for Consistency
President Cassem appointed the following individuals to the Task Force that will review NAC 391 for consistency:  Chair – Commissioner Zimmerman; Members – Vice President Luft, Commissioner McGuire, and Commissioner McMillan.  Also appointed to the Task Force were Donna Brothers, Felicia Pagan, other licensure staff (as necessary), and Dr. Barbee.  The Commission agreed that other individuals may be added to the Task Force in an advisory capacity. 
Commissioner McNew moved to approve the Task Force appointments, seconded by Commissioner Lark. The motion passed unanimously. 

11.
Workshop and Public Hearing to Solicit Comments for NAC 391.045 – Application for License or Endorsement:  Required Documentation; Fee; Applicability of Academic Credits
President Cassem opened the workshop at 10:34 A.M.  There were seven individuals present.  There were no public comments.  
It was discussed that the proposal increases the initial licensure fee from $65 to $110 and the additional endorsement fee from $45 to $50.  It was discussed that the duplicate licensure fee increase from $10 to $20 is not in regulation and is a policy change that will need to be placed on the agenda for approval as a policy change at the next meeting.  President Cassem closed the workshop at 10:35 A.M.  

President Cassem opened the public hearing at 10:35 A.M.  There were seven individuals present.  There were no public comments.  Vice President Luft questioned the effective date of this regulation.  It was discussed that the regulation to be effective June 1st or upon the filing of the regulation by the Secretary of State’s Office.  President Cassem closed the public hearing at 10:36 A.M.  

Commissioner Zimmerman moved to approve the amendments to NAC 391.045 with regard to fees for licensure and the implementation date to follow appropriate timelines, seconded by Commissioner McMillan.  The motion passed unanimously. 

12.
Workshop and Public Hearing to Solicit Comments for NAC 391.036 – Tests of Competency Required for Initial License; Exemptions, Failure to Comply; Administration of Tests
President Cassem opened the workshop at 10:37 A.M.  There were seven individuals present.  There were no public comments.  President Cassem closed the workshop at 10:37 A.M.  

President Cassem opened the public hearing at 10:37 A.M.  There were seven individuals present.  There were no public comments.  It was discussed that the proposal clarifies that an individual must take and fail the PPST prior to taking the approved courses in lieu of passing the PPST.  President Cassem closed the public hearing at 10:40 A.M.  

Vice President Luft moved to approve the amendments to NAC 391.036, seconded by Commissioner Lark.  The motion passed unanimously. 

13.
Workshop and Public Hearing to Solicit Comments for NAC 391.057 – Qualifications; Validity; Further Education Required; and NAC 391.058 – Conditional Licensure:  Application to Department; Assignment of Unconditionally Licensed Teacher or Post probationary Teacher Who Is Unconditionally Licensed; Development of Plan for Evaluation and Training; Cooperation with Commission and Department
President Cassem opened the workshop at 10:41 A.M.  There were seven individuals present, three public speakers and one written comment.  

President Cassem stated that the proposal adds charter schools and provides consistency in the regulation requirements for special education and allows an individual with a conditional license to enter into the classroom with 80 hours of pre-instruction and then finish the additional 40 hours after being in the classroom. 

President Cassem stated that Dr. Rheault has requested, by written memo, at the request of the State Board of Education to hold a second public hearing to allow individuals from the northern part of the State to have an opportunity to provide comments to the proposal. 

Mary Ann Gibbs, Clark County School District, stated that the proposal provides clarification and broadening the fields in high needs areas. Ms. Gibbs stated that Clark County feels strongly about the proposed amendments and agrees to a second public hearing.  Ms. Gibbs stated that the Special Education Advisory Committee agreed, by a vote of 11-2, on the proposed amendments.  Ms. Gibbs requested that “pre-kindergarten” be included throughout the regulation where it is indicated “kindergarten through twelfth grade”.  Ms. Gibbs reviewed the amendments in the proposal. 

It was discussed that an individual with a conditional license is considered highly qualified and they have three years to complete all of the requirements. 

Vice President Luft expressed concern with Section 1. 2(a) which refers that an individual may take courses relating to elementary education and suggested the language be changed to “credit in courses in elementary education”.  Vice President Luft stated that he opposes 2(b)(1) relating to having a minor and has concern that an individual could have a minor and could have a totally irrelevant major to education and have a minor in math/physics or chemistry and be allowed into the conditional licensure program.  Vice President Luft, with regard to the 80 hours of instruction, questioned if there should be a time limit in which to complete the additional 40 hours. Vice President Luft stated that he would like to see a time limit set and not have the 40 hours drawn out over a long period of time. 

Commissioner Lark stated that the conditional licensure program works in Clark County School District and allows for additional time for individuals to obtain and complete all the required coursework.  Commissioner Lark stated that an individual with a conditional license is better than a substitute in a classroom.  Commissioner Lark also expressed concern with an individual with a minor to enter the conditional licensure program.  
Ms. Gibbs stated that Clark County is willing to offer any school district with the conditional licensure program.  Vice President Luft stated that the conditional licensure program is not used extensively in Washoe County.  
Dr. William Speer, Associate Dean for the College of Education at University of Nevada, Las Vegas, stated that he was a member of the original Task Force but did not have an opportunity to participate on the original task force as he was out of the country.  Dr. Speer stated that he has some concerns with the minor and competency testing, and  reinforced that individuals should be competent in the subject area and should be able to pass the competency test and demonstrate subject area knowledge.  Dr. Speer stated that knowledge of pedagogy is necessary.  

President Cassem requested that Dr. Speer provide a written list of concerns to be provided to the Commission prior to the next meeting.   

Dr. Marilyn Ford, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, stated that the conditional license may not be all groups of individuals who come into Nevada.  Dr. Ford stated that “Teach for America” individuals only come to Nevada and teach for two years.  These individuals apply for the conditional license, do not take any of the required courses, and then leave after two years.  Dr. Ford suggested that the wording for 2(b) be, “declared major OR a minor and passed a competency test…”  Dr. Ford expressed a concern that pedagogy needs to be done up front for all areas and that a certain number of credits should be completed at the end of the first year and a certain number of credits should be completed at the end of the second year.  There should be the same number of credits required for all areas.  

President Cassem requested that Dr. Ford provide a written list of concern to be provided to the Commission prior to the next meeting.  

Member McGuire suggested that the Task Force reconvene to discuss the issues and concerns that have been expressed at this workshop for discussion and recommendations to the Commission.  
The Commission agreed to not hold a public hearing today.  A public hearing will be held at the August meeting.  Deputy Attorney Newton reminded the Commission that it may be a temporary regulation if adopted in August. 

Ms. Dopf entered into the record Dr. Rheault’s memo on behalf of the State Board of Education request to hold a second public hearing on this issue in order to allow individuals in the north the opportunity to provide input.  
Ms. Dopf stated that the Special Education Advisory Committee met on August 24, 2006 to discuss the proposal and supported the proposal to expand the endorsements for which a conditional license; requests that the Commission review the status of the license granted under the above amendment within a four year time period from the date it goes in effect, to analyze data regarding the teachers who have participate in the program and to determine if the program should remain in place; and supports the recommendation put forth by the Clark County School District that this licensure option be extended to include early childhood special education licensure.  All of these motions were passed with two individuals in opposition.  
President Cassem closed the workshop at 11:45 A.M.  President Cassem indicated that the public hearing will be held at the August meeting. 
14.
Update of Information Regarding Cut Scores for the Math Major and the Math Minor
Vice President Luft stated that at the last meeting he raised a concern with the cut scores for math major and minor and that it could possibly affect a universities’ NCATE accreditation.  NCATE looks for an 80% pass rate for accreditation.  If an individual takes the math major and fails but passes at the math minor rate and meets the licensure requirements, that individual may not retake the exam and this could result in a low pass rate for a university as it would be reported that an individual failed the math major exam.  
Vice President Luft stated that following a discussion with Dr. Rheault felt that this could be worked out with ETS as a matter of how the cut scores are reported to ETS.  

Vice President Luft will report back to the Commission when there is additional information. 

15.
Update of Task Force Activities
President Cassem stated that there are no active task forces at this time.  President Cassem stated that she is pleased that the Commission has been taking charge in completing the goals of the task force.  

President Cassem indicated that the Alternative Route Task Force will meet prior to the next meeting.  
16.
Future Agenda Items
The following items were noted to be on the next meeting agenda:  

· Public Hearing for possible adoption for NAC 391.057 and 391.058 – Conditional license; 

· Update and report form the NAC 391 consistency Task Force; 
· Discussion to include other areas in recertification (ESL and special education); 

· Appointment of Task Force for the alignment of certification standards with what is being taught; 

· Approval of policy change for increase in fee for duplicate license fee from $10 to $20.  
17.
Comments From Public

Dorothy Nolan, State Board of Education Member, stated that the State Board of Education is very interested in the work of the Commission.  Ms. Nolan stated that she is very interested in the highly qualified teacher and very interested in teachers that move from state to state and the issues that may arise from the highly qualified requirements in each state.  Ms. Nolan stated that she was pleased that the Special Education Advisory Committee approved the ARL.  

Ms. Gibbs requested that the Department of Education help in any way with ETS to increase testing availability for individuals.  Ms. Gibbs stated that all of the scheduled testing dates are full for August and September.  The Department responded that they will contact ETS to see if there is a way to increase testing availability.    

Dr. Barbee stated that Mark Owen has been working with ETS and will help to increase testing availability. 
18.
Comments from Staff
Dr. Barbee thanked the Commission for the fee increase.    
19.
Comments from Commissioners
There were no Commissioner comments.  

20.
Adjournment of Commission Meeting
Commissioner Lark moved to adjourn the meeting at 12:06 P.M., seconded by Commissioner McNew.  The motion passed unanimously. 
