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Convening Objectives

The Nevada SB 353 Workgroup will

• understand the current status of data collection; 

• become familiar with the initial trends and findings based on the current data set; and

• work with WestEd and Nevada Department of Education (NDE) staff to collaborate on and 
troubleshoot issues with members’ respective survey responses.



Agenda

Topic Estimated Time
Welcome and Updates 10 minutes

Data Collection Status and Initial Analysis 15 minutes

Next Steps 10 minutes

Breakout Rooms 25 minutes

Closing 5 minutes



• Nevada Department of Education

• Jonathan Moore

• Peter Zutz

Introductions

• WestEd

• Bryan Hemberg

• Kathy Huntziker

• Ryan Huynh

• Tiffany Katanyoutanant

• Markie McNeilly

• Delphean Quan



Working Agreements
1. We are all here because we care deeply about Nevada 

students—our work is in service to them.

2. Acknowledge and recognize feelings and opinions 
while remaining focused on the discussion at hand. 

3. Allow space for the entire group to respectively 
participate in the discussion.

4. Respect other points of view. Challenge the idea, not 
the person.



Engagement

We want you to be an active participant!

Chat Padlet Group Discussion Breakout Rooms



SB 353 Overview
• The Nevada Department of Education is required to conduct a 

review of assessments administered in Nevada schools and 
districts to understand

• the educational benefit of an examination or assessment;  

• the cost of administering an examination or assessment; and 

• any redundancy in the information, skills, or abilities measured by 
different examinations and assessments. 

• Utilizing this information, the department will develop regulations 
prescribing guidelines for district and school assessment based 
on

• actual time taken from instruction to conduct an examination or 
assessment; and 

• number of examinations or assessments administered to pupils in a 
school year. 



Project Plan

• Phase 1
• The workgroup will provide input on process, including defining bill terminology and refining of survey 

methods.

• District test directors (including charters) will provide information on the assessments administered in 
their schools and districts via survey.

• Phase 2
• A database of all school and district assessments will be developed for NDE’s review.

• An interactive assessment tool for districts to produce data visualizations of their local assessment 
systems will be developed.

• Phase 3
• NDE will review WestEd’s data analysis and findings and draft regulations regarding the amount of 

time spent testing in schools and districts and the number of tests schools and districts may 
administer each year.



Questions? 



Data Collection Status and Initial Analysis
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Which assessments are NDE and WestEd collecting data on?

• District- and school-selected assessments

• Assessments administered to students across a school or district, in addition to those already required 
by state and federal law

• State legal council confirmed that SB 353 mandates NDE to review both district and school 
assessments

• NOT included

• Federally-mandated or state-mandated assessments

• Classroom assessments or quizzes

• Assessments used to inform decision-making for special education services



Common Themes Among Survey Responses

• Local Assessments

• NWEA MAP

• SBAC interim assessments

• Renaissance (STAR)

• i-Ready diagnostic assessments

• Funding Sources

• District general funds

• ESSER/ARP funds

• Title I funding



Common Themes Among Survey Responses (cont.)

• Cost

• Most assessment costs are tied to outside vendors (~$30k-45k spent per year on i-Ready, varying 
costs for MAP assessments, etc.).

• The per-pupil costs for the same assessment varied by district. This was likely due to district size.

• Test training costs were often left blank – this can be further discussed during small group time. 

• Time

• Many assessments are built into the instructional period, such as end of unit/semester exams. These 
often do not take time outside of general instruction.

• On average, each teacher spent 4-6 hours of test administration time each year for each assessment.

• Among all the categories of testing time, preparing and disseminating assessment score reports 
required the least amount of time. Are outside vendors automatically providing that data?



Educational Benefit

Common examples cited as the primary purpose of local assessments

• “Find each students’ independent level in different subjects”

• “Monitoring academic progress”

• “Data is used to measure student improvement”

• “Data is used to lead interventions and individualized instruction”

• “Gives baseline data about incoming students (e.g., kindergartners)”

• “Required for college credits”



Assessment Survey Follow-Up

• Throughout the week of September 12th and September 19th, WestEd and NDE will send 
follow-up emails to districts who have not completed their survey or have submitted 
responses that require clarification.

• Follow-up responses must be submitted by September 30th.

• Any questions regarding survey follow-up can be addressed to WestEd at 
rhuynh@wested.org.



Next Steps Overview

1. Complete Data Collection
• Responses will be reviewed for areas where additional information and/or clarification from districts is 

needed.
2. Data analysis

• Responses will be analyzed by WestEd researchers to help inform remaining project components.
3. Database Creation

• Database containing information received through the survey will be developed for NDE.
4. Assessment Visualizer 

• A tool will be developed for LEAs to create visualizations of their assessment systems.
5. Recommendations

• NDE will review data analysis and will draft regulations on the amount of time spent testing and the 
number of tests that schools may administer each year.



Breakout 
Rooms



Breakout Room Discussion Questions

• What reflections or aha moments do you have from reviewing your local assessments on the 
survey?

• During the final workgroup convening in December, WestEd and NDE will share in detail the 
findings from our data collection process. What details are you most interested in seeing 
(specific costs, areas where time is spent, etc.)?

• Are there any lingering questions around the data collection process or SB 353?



Closing
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Next Steps

• Please fill out the post-convening survey to provide 
feedback on this session.

• The next convening is Wednesday, December 7th at 4:00 
p.m.
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