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Nevada Department of Education 

Proposed Revision to Statewide English Learner Exit Criteria [ESSA section 3113(b)(2)] (version 5/5/2022) 

 

Overview 

In accordance with Federal requirements, Nevada annually administers an English language proficiency assessment (ELPA) to all identified 

English learners. Nevada participates with more than 40 other states and U.S. territories in the WIDA Consortium and administers WIDA 

assessments. In the fall of 2016, WIDA conducted a standard-setting process that impacted EL proficiency scores. The result was that EL 

students who performed similarly to students in the previous year scored a lower WIDA EL proficiency level.   

 

In 2017, the Nevada Department of Education (NDE) proposed changes in the statewide English learner (EL) exit criteria to the Nevada 

State Board of Education. The proposed changes were based on a data study that showed that English learners who achieved an English 

language proficiency level at or above a Composite score of 4.5 on the annual WIDA ACCESS 2.0 assessment performed at a similar level 

of academic proficiency on the SBAC English language arts and mathematics tests as their peers who are English speaking.  

 

NDE consulted with school district Title III/EL leaders from across the state, the English Mastery Council, the Every Student Succeeds Act 

(ESSA) EL Work Group, and the Nevada Association School Superintendents to revise Nevada statewide EL Exit Criteria. The Nevada 

State Board of Education approved both proposed statewide EL Exit Criteria 1 and 2.  

 

The purpose of this opportunity for public comment is to ensure that NDE meets federal requirements in submitting revisions to the Nevada 

ESSA State Plan. 

 

Proposed Language  

(Nevada ESSA State Plan - Revision 2022) 

Previous Language  

(Nevada ESSA State Plan – 2017)  

Rationale for Revision 

The following recommendations were reviewed and approved 

by school district Title III/EL leaders from across the state, 

the English Mastery Council, the Every Student Succeeds Act 

(ESSA) EL Work Group, and the Nevada Association School 

Superintendents and presented to the State Board of 

Education:  

 

Statewide EL Exit Criterion 1:  

EL students who score a minimum Composite English 

language proficiency level of 4.5 on the WIDA ACCESS 2.0 

In the original Nevada ESSA 

State Plan submitted April 3, 

2017, NDE established the 

Statewide EL Exit Criteria under 

Title III as achieving minimum 

English language proficiency 

scores on the WIDA ACCESS 

assessment: 

• Composite score (minimum 

score of 5.0); and 

Based on WIDA English language 

proficiency and SBAC academic 

achievement data, NDE determined 

that the previous EL Exit Criteria 

(WIDA Composite score of 5.0 and 

Literacy sub-score of 5.0) had 

created an unfair expectation for 

English learners when compared to 

their non-EL peers.  
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Proposed Language  

(Nevada ESSA State Plan - Revision 2022) 

Previous Language  

(Nevada ESSA State Plan – 2017)  

Rationale for Revision 

assessment qualify to be reclassified as English Proficient and 

exit EL status.  

 

Statewide EL Exit Criterion 2:  

EL students who score a Composite English language 

proficiency score between 4.0-4.4 on the WIDA ACCESS 2.0 

assessment and demonstrate sufficient academic English 

language proficiency by achieving proficiency on annual 

grade-level academic assessments in both English language 

arts and mathematics qualify to be reclassified as English 

Proficient and exit EL status.   

• Literacy sub-score (minimum 

score of 5.0) 

The adjusted statewide EL Exit 

Criteria (#1: WIDA Composite score 

of 4.5; and #2: 4.0-4.4 with SBAC 

ELA and Math Proficiency) better 

aligns the level of English language 

proficiency needed to achieve the 

proficient level on statewide 

academic assessments. 

NDE proposes two new EL Exit Criteria that specifically 

address assessment situations for those English learners who 

have disabilities that impact their participation in annual 

WIDA assessments. 

 

Statewide EL Exit Criterion 3: 

For English learners with disabilities that are unable to 

participate in all four domains of the WIDA assessment 

(Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking), the SEA will 

calculate an overall language proficiency score by averaging 

the observed domain scores for which the student was 

assessed. If the student meets either EL Exit Criterion #1 or 

#2 with the calculated WIDA English language proficiency 

score, the student qualifies to exit EL status. 

 

Statewide EL Exit Criterion 4:  

For English learners with the most significant cognitive 

disabilities and who participate in the Nevada Alternate 

Assessment and the WIDA Alternate ACCESS, an EL student 

meets the EL exit criteria if a minimum English language 

proficiency score of P2 is achieved on the WIDA Alternate 

ACCESS. 

The initial Nevada ESSA State 

Plan did not include provisions 

related to EL students with 

disabilities that impact their 

participation in annual WIDA 

assessments. 

 

EL Exit Criteria #3 and #4 address 

state responsibilities to ensure that 

EL students with disabilities are able 

to participate in appropriate annual 

English language proficiency 

assessments in ways that allow them 

to qualify for statewide EL Exit 

Criteria.  

 


